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Seen our Saviour's ſermon 
9 A 5 on the mount was what 
dend our bleſſed Lord began 
withal in laying the foundation 
of that new diſpenſation of the 
Goſpel, which he came to deli- 
ver; ſo it ſeems of the greateſt 
conſequence to underſtand the 
true meaning and import of the 
ſame. 
And as by this it will appear, 
our bleſſed Lord in his infinite 
a 2 wiſdom 
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wiſdom thought fit to begin 
with preparing the ground to 
receive the ſeeds of that whole 
ſyſtem of truth, righteouſneſs 
and peace, in which conſiſts the 
kingdom of God, which he came 
to erect here upon earth, in op- 
poſition to the kingdom of dark- 
neſs: as he thought fit, I ſay, 
in this his introductory fermon 
to his followers, to declare to 
them the fundamental and di- 
ſtinguiſhing graces of his diſci- 
ples, and of the members of his 


church, ſuch as would ſurely 


diſtinguiſh them from hypocrites 


and falſe pretenders ; ſo it ſeems 
to me that the whole om of 


ſelect morals contained in this 


diſcourſe, as ſetting forth the 
neceſſary qualifications of a true 


diſciple 


EF 
diſciple of Chriſt, and diſcover- 
ing therein the main defign of 
the Goſpel, ſhould be laid as 
the foundation in all chriſtian 
inſtitutions. On which account 
the following expoſition may be 
of good uſe to ſeveral perſons 
and families, for their inſtruction 
in chriſtian morals; and parti- 
cularly, that it ſhould be taken 
in by parents and ſchoolmaſters, 
who intend to educate their 
children and ſcholars in the ſame 
way that Chriſt taught his diſ- 
ciples: and by often reading 
over the text itſelf, and the pra- 
ctical expoſition upon it, they 
will more eſpecially be prepared 
lincerely and ſolemnly to ratify 
and confirm when come to years 
of diſcretion, their baptiſmal co- 
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E 
venant, both at confitmation and 
the Lord's-ſupper. 

To conclude in the words of 
the reverend Mr. Burkitt:“ Theſe 
* three chapters comprehend the 
« ſum and ſubſtance both of the 
Old and New Teſtament, Our 
Saviour begins his ſermon with 
« a declaration who are blefled, 
including an exhortation to 
« duty, and annexes a reward to 
the performance of that duty. 
„By this ſermon the chriſtian 
«world will be judged in the 
« laſt day; and by the particulars 
« of it we muſt all either ſtand 
& or fall, 
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Our SAVIOUR's Divine Sermon 
on the Mount. 


Mar. V, VI, and VII Chapters. 
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AND 18 the multi- 


: A 5 tudes, he went up into 
n a mountain, and when 
he was fat, his diſciples came 


A 4 unto 


[3] 
unto him. 2 And he opened his 
mouth, and taught them, ſaying, 


Obſerve here, 1. The preacher; He, 
that is, Chriſt, the great prophet and 
reacher of his church. 2. The place where 
he preached, Upon a mountain; probably 
tor conveniency to himſelt, and advantage 
to his auditors: tho' lome will have a my- 
ſtery in it; that as the law at firſt was 
given on a mountain, ſo Chriſt would now 
explain it upon a mountain, or to ſhew 
the ſublimity of his doctrine and precepts. 
3. The poſture in which he preached, ſit- 
ting; When he was fat, he taught, accord- 
ing to the cuſtom of the Jewiſh doctors, 
who fat, to ſhew their authority. 4. 'The 
ſermon itſelt, which begins with beari- 
rudes and bleſſings, and 1s accompanied 
with promiſes of reward: not as the law 
was deliver'd on mount Sinai with threat- 
1 and thunder, with fre and earth- 
quake, but in a ſtill and ſoſt voice: our 
Lord's lips are full of grace, they drop as 
the honeycomb. Bleſnngs and promiſes 
are our encouragements to obedience. 


3 Bleſſed are the poor in ſpi- 


tit: for theirs is the kingdom 
Ot h *4Ven. Obſerve 


[,9 ] 

Obſerve here, 1. It is not ſaid, Bleſſed 
are the poor in eſtate; bur, Bleſſed are 
the poor in ſpirit; tis not a poverty of 
purſe and poſſeiſion, but a poverty ot ſpi- 
rit, that entitles us to the bleſſing. 2. 
"Tis not ſaid, Bleſſed are the ſpiritually 
poor; bur, Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit; 
he that js deſtitute of the grace and ſpirit 
of Chriſt, that has no ſenſe ot his ſpiritual 
wants, he is ſpiritually poor, but he is not 
poor in ſpirit. Farther, 3. "Tis not faid, 
Bleſſed are the poor-ſpirired ; but, the 
poor in ſpirit; ſuch as act below and be- 
neath themſelves as men, and as chriſtians, 
theſe are poor-ſpirired men, but theſe are 
not poor in ſpirit. 4. "Tis not ſaid, Bleſ- 
ſed are they that make themſelves poor, by 
leaving their eſtates and callings, and turn- 
ing beggars, as ſome do among the papiſts: 
bur bletied are they whom the goſpel 
makes poor, by giving them a fight of 
their ſpiritual wants and neceſſities, and 
directing them to Chriſt, that they may be 
made rich. In ſum, nor thoſe that are poor 
in eſtate, or thole whom the world has 
inade poor in poſſeſſion, but thoſe whom 
the goſpel has made poor in ſpirit, that 
is, the truly humble lowly ſpirits have a 
right and title to the kingdom of heaven. 
Now humility is called poverty of ſpirit, 

becaule 


[ 10 ] 
becauſe it is the effect and fruit of God's 
ſpirir. 


4 Bleſſed are they that mourn: 


for they ſhall be comforted, 


Obſerve here, 1. That mourning for 
fin is a goſpel duty; the law allows no 
place for repentance, tho' we ſeek it care- 
tully with tears. 2. The time and ſeaſon 
for this duty. Bleſſed are they that now 
mourn. Sorrow for lin is phyſick on earth, 
but tis food in hell. Repentance is here a 


grace, but there a puniſhment. 3. As 


mourning goes before comfort, ſo comfort 
ſhall follow after mourning. Our godly 
ſorrow for our own and others ſin, ſhall 
end in everlaſting joy and comfort. 


5 Bleſſed are the meek: for 
they ſhall inherit the earth. 


Obſerve here, 1. The grace and duty 
recommended, meekneſs. 2. The wages 
and reward belonging to that grace and 
duty, the inheritance of the earth. Meek- 
neſs either reſpects God or our neighbour. 
As it reſpects God, ſo it implies flexible- 
neis to his commanding will, and ſubmiſ- 

ſiveneſs 
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fiveneſs to his providential pleaſure. As 
it reſpects our neighbour, it conſiſts in 
forgiving injuries, bearing reproaches, and 
recompenſing good for evil. The reward 
and bleſſing inſured to this grace and duty 
is, the inheritance of the earth, where 
heaven is not excluded, but included; yet 
the earth is mentioned, to ſhew that men 
ſhould be no loſers by their meekneſs, as 
to their outward eftates; for Almighty 
God will make good to them whatever 
they loſe for peace fake. O happy temper 
of mind, that at once ſecures heaven and 
earth to boot? Bleſſed are the meek, for 
they ſhall inherit the earth in this lite, and 
heaven in the next. 


6 Bleſſed are they which do 
hunger and thirſt after righteouſ- 
neſs: for they ſhall be filled. 


Obſerve 1. The character of the perſons 
whom Chriſt pronounces bleſſed; ſuch as 
hunger and thirſt atter righteouſneſs. 2. 
Wherein their bleſſedneſs doth conſiſt; 
they thall be filled. By righteouſneſs we 
are to underſtand, 1. A righteouſneſs of 
Juſtification ; the righteouſneſs of the me- 
diator imputed to us, by which we ſtand 

| righteous 
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righteous in God's ſight, being freed from 
condemnation. 2. A righteouſneſs of ſan- 
Ctiſication, wrought in us by the Holy 


Spirit, enabling us to act righteouſly. By 
the former, there 1s a relative change in 
our condition; by the latter, a real change 
in our conſtitution. (1.) Learn, That all, 
and only ſuch as do ſpiritually hunger and 
thirſt atter Chriſt and his righteouſnets, 
are in an happy and bleſſed condition. 
(2.) That to * after holineſs, is to 
apprehend the worth of it; to be ſenſible 
of the want of it, to be deſirous of it, and 
reſtleſs in endeavours after it, as men uſu- 
ally do that are pincht with hunger. 


HBleſſed are the merciful: 
for they ſhall obtain mercy. 


Here our bleſſed Redeemer recom- 


mends to us a compaſſionate regard to- 


wards the miſeries of others, and that 
both in ſoul and body, name and eſtate; 
to be forward to pity and pardon, to re- 
lieve and help, to give and forgive. And 
as an encouragement he adds, That as we 
deal with others, God will deal with us; 
our charity towards men ſhall be crowned 
with mercy from God, and that in * 

ance 


SY 

dance too; for our rivulet of charity, we 
ſhall partake of an ocean of mercy, Bleſſed 
are the merciful for they ſhall obrain mer- 
cy. Learn, That the merciful man is a 
bleſſed man, and therefore bleſſed, be- 
cauſe he ſhall obtain mercy when he moſt 
wants it, and moſt deſires it. Mercy not 
Wages. 


7 Bleſſed are the pure in heart: 


foe they ſhall ſee God. 


Note here, 1. 'The duty required and 
called for, Purity of heart and life; the 
firſt expreſſed, the other included; for a 
clean heart will be accompanied with a 
clean lite: where there is a principle of 
grace within, there will be rhe actings of 
grace Without. 2. The incentive to this 
duty; the pure in heart and holy in life, 
ſhall ſee and enjoy God; the infinitely 

ure, and perfectly holy God: they ſhall 
ce him ſpiritually and mediately in this 
lite, gloriouſly and immediately in che 
life to come. 


9 Bleſſed are the peace-ma- 
kers: ſor they ſhall be called the 
children of God. 
| Obſerve 
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Obſerve 1. 'The connexion between 
peace and purity ; purity of heart and 
peaceableneſs of lite accompany one an- 


other; there is no inward purity, where 
there is not an endeavour after outward 


peace. 2. The duty exhorted to, namely, 


to love peace, and to labour atter peace; 
to love it ourſelves, and promote it a- 


mongſt others; to be not only peaceable, 


bur peace-makers. 3. The title of honour 
that is here put upon ſuch as are of this 
peaceable and peace-making temper ; they 
ſhall be called the children of God; that 


is, they ſhall be reputed and efteem'd 


God's children, for their likeneſs to him 
who is the God of peace. And they ſhall 
be dignified and honoured with the pri- 
vileges of God's children, namely, grace 
here, and glory hereafter. 


10 Blefled are they which are 
perſecuted for righteouſneſs ſake: 
for theirs is the Kingdom of hea- 
ven. 11 Bleſſed are ye when 
men ſhall revile you, and perſecute 
you, and ſhall ſay all manner of 


evil 


L454: 
evil againſt you falſly for my 
ſake. 12 Rejoyce, and be ex- 
ceeding glad: for great is your 
reward in heaven: for ſo perſe- 
cuted they the prophets which 


were before you. 


Note here, 1. That all the diſciples and 
followers of Chriſt, live they never ſo 
holily and inoffenſively in the world, yet 
they expect ſuſtering and perſecution. 
2. That the keeneſt and ſharpeſt edge of 
perſecution is uſually turned againſt the 
miniſters of Chriſt, and falls heavieſt on 
the prophets of God. 3. That ſuch ſuffer- 
ings and ſuch perſecutions as will afford 
a man ſolid comfort, and entitle him to 
real bleſſedneſs, muſt be endured and un- 
dergone for righteouſneſs fake. 4. That 
It is the will and command of Chriſt, that 
thoſe which ſutter tor him and tor righ- 
teouſneſs fake, thould not only be meek 
and patient, but joyous and cheartul : Re- 


Joyce, and be exceeding glad. 5. 'That 


luch a patient and cheartul ſuffering of 
perſecution for Chriſt in this life, thall 
certainly be rewarded with the glory and 

bleſſedneſs 
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bleſſedneſs of the life that is to come. 
Great is your reward, &c. 


13 Ve are the ſalt of the earth: 
but if the ſalt have loſt his ſa- 
vour, wherewith ſhall it be ſalt- 
ed? It is thenceforth good for 
nothing, but to be caſt out, and 
to be troden under foot of men. 


Our Saviour compares chriſtians in ge- 
neral, and his miniſters in particular, unto 
falr, for a double reafon. Firſt, becauſe 
It is the nature of ſalt to preſerve things 
from corruption and putrefaction, and to 
render them ſavoury and pleaſant. Thus 
are the miniſters of the goſpel to labour 
and endeavour by the purity of their do- 
Ctrine, to ſweeten putrifying ſinners, that 
they may become ſavoury to God and 
man; and may be kept from being fly- 
blown with errors and falſe doctrine. 
Secondly, becauſe falt has a piercing pow- 
er in it, Which ſubdues the whole lump, 
and turns it into its own nature : ſuch a 
piercing yu is there in the miniſtry of 
the word, that it ſubdues the whole man 
to the obedience of itſelf, as it 9 

ald; 


„ 
ſaid, Ye are to be preachers and patterns 
to the world: Ye are appointed by your 
pure doctrine, and good converſation, to 


purge the world trom that Om in 
which it lies; but if you loſe either 


ſoundneſs of doctrine, or the ſavour of a 


good converſation, you will be wholly 
uſeleſs as ro theſe great ends, and mult 
expect to be caſt off by me, as unſavoury 
ſalt is caſt to the dunghil. 


14 Ve are the light of the 
world. A city that is ſet on a 
hill cannot be hid. 15 Neither 
do men light a candle, and put 
it under a buſhel: but on a can- 
dleſtick, and it giveth light un- 
to all that are in the houſe. 
16 Let your light ſo ſhine be- 
fore men, that they may ſee your 
good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven. 


Obſerve here, 1. Our Saviour's doctrine. 

2. The interence which he draws from it 
by way of application. The doctrine de- 
B livered 
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livered is this, that chriſtians in general, 
and the miniſters of the goſpel in particu- 
lar, are the light of the world. But how ? 
not originally, but derivatively; not effi- 
ciently, but inſtrumentally. Chriſt him- 
ſelf is the light of the world by way of 
original, his miniſters are lights by way 
of derivation and participation from him. 
Farther, Chriſt reaches them the end why 
he communicated light unto them, name- 
ly, to enlighten, direct and quicken o- 
thers : even as the ſun in the firmament, 
and a candle in the houſe, diffuſes and 
diſperſes its light to all that are within 
the reach of it; ſo ſhould all chriſtians, 
and particularly Chriſt's miniſters, by the 
light of liſe and doctrine, direct people 
in their way towards heaven. Obſerve 
2. The inference which our Saviour draws 
trom the foregoing doctrine, Ye are the 
light of the world, therefore, Let your 
light ſhine before men. Where note 1. 
That our good works mult ſhine, but not 
blaze; all vain-glory and oftentarion mutt 
be avoided in the good works we do. 2. 
Although we mutt abound in good works, 
that men may ſee them, yet not to be ſeen 
ot men. 3. That the gloritying of God, 
and doing good to mankind mutt be the 
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great end we propound in all the good 
works which we pertorm. 


17 Think not that I am come 
to deſtroy the law or the pro- 
phets: I am not come to de- 


ſtroy, but to fulfil. 


Our Saviour here informs his followers, 
that he had no deſign to abrogate any 
part of the moral law, or to looſe man- 
kind from the leaſt meaſure of their duty, 
either towards God or man; but that he 
came to fulfil it. 1. By yielding a per- 
{onal obedience to it. 2. By giving a 
tuller and ftricter interpretation ot it, than 
the Phariſees were wont to give; for they 
taught, that the law did only reach the 
outward man, and reſtrain outward actions. 
As if Chriſt had ſaid, Tho' I preach a 
more ſpecial doctrine than is contained 
even in the letter of the moral law, yet 
think not that I came to deftroy or diſ- 
ſolve the obligations of that law, for I 
came to tulfil the types and predictions of 
the . prophets, and to give you the full 


my and ſpiritual import of the moral 
aw. 
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18 For verily I ſay unto you, 
Till heaven and earth paſs, one 
Jot or one tittle ſhall in no wiſe 


paſs from the law, till all be 
fulfilled. 


Another reaſon is here given by our 
Saviour, why he had no intention to ab- 
rogate or aboliſh the law; and that is 
drawn from the duration and perperuity, 
the unchangeableneſs and immutability of 
the law : — ſhall heaven and earth 
be aboliſhed, than the authority and obli- 
| Prin of the moral law be diſſolved. (1.) 

earn, That the law of God is an eternal 
and unchangeable rule of life and man- 
ners, and is to ſtand in force as long as 
the world ſtands, and the frame of the 
heaven and earth endures. Learn, (2.) 
That chriſtianity is not contrary to the 
laws by which mankind had tormerly 
been obliged. Chriſt commands nothing 
that the natural or moral law had tor- 
bidden, and forbids nothing which they 
had commanded, but has pertected the 
law, and fer it higher than any of the 
moſt ſtudied doctors did think themſelves 
lormerly obliged by it. To * ay 
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Chriſt has added to the moral precepts of 
the firſt table, is to ſuppoſe that he has 
added to perfection; tor that required 
the Jew to love God with all his heart, 
ſoul and ſtrength : which is the ſame that 
Chriſt requireth of us chriſtians here. Nor 
has Chriſt added to the duties of the ſe- 
cond table, ſince that requires us to love 
our neighbour as ourſelves, which St. 
Paul tells us, Rom. xiii. 9. is the fulfilling 
of the law. | 


19 Whoſoever therefore ſhall 
break one of theſe leaſt com- 
mandments, and ſhall teach men 
ſo, he ſhall be called the leaſt 
in the kingdom of heaven : but 
whoſoever ſhall do and teach 
them, the ſame {ſhall be called 


great in the kingdom of heaven. 


To evidence yet farther that the moral 
law is a pre rule of lite, our Saviour 
rells his diſciples, that if any of them did 


either by their doctrine or practice make 
void any of the leaſt of God's commands, 
either by allowing themſelves in the o- 

1 miſſion 
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miſſion of any known duty, or in the 
commiſſion of any known ſin, they ſhould 
never enter into the kingdom of God. 
Learn, That ſuch a protetior of chriſtia- 
nity as allows himſelf in the leaſt volun- 
tary tranſgreſſion, either of omiſſion or 
commiſhon, and encourages others by his 
example to do the like, is certainly in a 
ſtate of damnation. 


20 For J ſay unto you, That 
except your righteouſneſs ſhall 
exceed the righteouſneſs of the 
Scribes and Phariſees, ye ſhall 
in no caſe enter into the king- 
dom of heaven. 


Obſerve here, 1. A glorious prize or 
reward ſet before the chriſtian as attain- 
able; namely, the kingdom of heaven. 
2. The means required in order to our 
obtaining of this prize, and laying hold 
ot this rewaid; we mutt be holy and 
righteous perſons : heaven is the reward 
oi righteouſneſs, a reward conterred only 
upon righteous perfons. 3. Here 1s the 
ſpecial qualification of that righteouſneſs 
expreſted, which will entitle us to heaven 


and 
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and ſal vation: It muſt be a righteouſneſs 
which exceeds the righteouſneſs of the 
ſcribes and phariſees, and that cheſe three 
ways. I. In us principle and motive; love 
to God, and obedience to his command ; 
not the applauſe and commendation of 
men. 2. In its aim and end. The phari- 
ſees made themſelves, their own credit 
and eſteem, their worldly gain and inte- 
reſt, their ultimate end, and not God's 
glory, their ſupreme aim. 3. In the man- 
ner of performance; the phariſees duty 
wanted that purity and ſpirituality which 
the law of God required; they had re- 
ſpect only to the outward action, with- 
out. any regard to the inward intention 
and to that purity of heart which G 
required. Queſtion, In what things are 
we to exceed the ſcribes and phariſces ? 
Anſwer, In ſincerity, or by being that 
within which we ſeem to be without. In 
ſimplicity, or having holy ends in our re- 
ligious actions. In humility, or havin 
low and humble thoughts of ourſelves — 
our beſt performances. In charity, or 
having e ee on all diſtreſſed perſons. 
In univerſality of obedience to all com- 
mands. Learn, That holineſs of heart, and 
righteouſneſs of life, which God's law) 
B 4 requires 
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requires of us, is abſolutely and indiſ- 
penſably neceſſary to ſalvation. 


21 Ye have heard that it was 
ſaid by them of old time, Thou 
ſhalt not kill: and whoſoever 
ſhall kill, ſhall be in danger of 
the judgment. 22 But I fay 
unto you, that whoſoever 1s 
angry with his brother without 
a cauſe, ſhall be in danger of the 
judgment: and whoſoever ſhall 
ſay to his brother, Raca, ſhall be 
in danger of the counſel: but 


whoſoever thall ſay, thou fool, 


ſhall be in danger of hell-fire. 


Here our bleſſed Saviour begins to ex- 
pound the ſpiritual ſenſe and meaning of 
the law, and to vindicate it from the cor- 
rupt gloſſes of the phariſees: where ob- 
ſerve, Chriſt doth not deliver a new law, 
but expounds the old; doth not enjoin 
new duties, but cntorces the old ones: 
Ihe law ot God was always perfect, re- 
quiring 


[ 25 ] 


quiring the ſons of men to love God with 
all their hearts, and their neighbour as 
themſelves. In this expoſition ot rhe law, 
Chriſt begins with the ſixth command- 
ment, Thou ſhalt not kill: where he 
ſhews, that beſides the actual taking a- 
way of lite, a perſon may violate that 
command, 1. By raſh anger. 2. By diſ- 
joe and reviling words. Thence 
earn, that every evil motion of our hearts 
againſt our neighbour conſented to, all 
unjuſt anger towards him, all terms of 
contempt put upon him, are torbidden by 
the law ot God, no leſs than the groſs act 
of murder itlelt. Learn (2.) 'Thar wrath 
and anger without juſt cauſe, hath its de- 
grees; and according to the degrees of 
the ſin, will the degrees of puniſhment be 
proportionable in the next world. Learn 
(3.) That ſelf-murder is here forbidden, 
and in no caſe lawful, man having no 
more power over his own life, than over 
anothers; tho' life be never ſo miſerable 
and paintul, yet muſt we wait God's time 
tor our diſmiſſion and releaſe. 


23 Therefore, if thou bring 
thy giſt to the altar, and there 
remembreſt 


remembreſt that thy brother 
hath ought againſt thee; 24 
Leave there thy gift before the 
altar, and go thy way, firſt be 
reconciled to thy brother, and 
then come and offer thy gift. 
25 Agree with thine adverſary 
quickly, wkiles thou art in the 
way with him: leſt at any time 
the adverſary deliver thee to 
the judge, and the judge deli- 
ver thee to the officer, and thou 
be caſt into priſon. 26 Verily 
I fay unto thee, thou ſhalt by 
no means come out thence, till 
thou haſt paid the uttermoſt 
farthing. 

For preventing the ſin of raſh anger, 
which in our Saviour's account is a degree 
of murder, he exhorts all his diſciples and 
followers to brotherly agreement, and to 
ſeek mutual reconciliation with — 8 


{45-7 


ther. Agree with thine adverſary : that 
is, thy offended, or oftending brother : 
agree with him, as becomes a man; quick- 
ly, as becomes a chriſtian : 1mplying, that 
it is a neceſſary duty for every chriſtian 
to ſeek reconciliation ſincerely and ſpee- 
dily, with ſuch as have oftended him, or 
have been oflended by him. Obſerve 2. 
The argument or motive with which 
Chriſt entorces his exhortation ro brother- 
ly reconciliation, drawn trom the peril 
and danger of the neglect ; and this is 
twofold ; the firſt retpects our preſent 
duties and ſervices, when we wait upon 
God at his altar, and attend upon Fm 
in holy offices. None of our performan- 
ces will find acceptance with God, if there 
be tound malice and hatred, anger and 
ill- will againſt our brother. Learn, That 
no ſacrifice we can offer will be acceptable 
to God, ſo long as we ourſelves are im- 
placable to men. A ſecond danger reſpects 
us, when we appear before God in judg- 
ment; then God will be our adverſary, 
Chriſt our judge, ſatan our accuſer, hell 
our tormentor ; it now trom the heart we 
do not every one of us forgive our brother 
his treſpaties. Lord! how heinous then 
is this ſin ot inveterate anger, hatred and 
malice in our hearts againſt any perſon, 

no 
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no gift tho” never ſo coſtly, no devotions 
tho never ſo ſpecious, will prevail with 
God to paſs it by whilſt we live; and if 
we die with hearts full of this rancour 
and bitterneſs, we can never expect to be 
incircled in the arms of him who is all 
love, all mercy, all goodneſs and com- 
paſſion; no reconciliation with God with- 
out any hearty good-will to all men. Nay 
farther, the text here ſpeaks of a priſon, 
Which is the diſmal dungeon of hell, into 
which the implacable and unreconciled 
perſon muſt be caſt, and lie for ever with- 
out mixture of pity ; and it is not mens 
ſcoffing at it, that will ſecure them againſt 
the horror of it. 


27 Ye have heard that it was 
ſaid by them of old time, Thou 
ſhalt not commit adultery. 28 
But I fay unto you, That who- 
ſoever looketh on a woman to 
luſt after her, hath committed 
adultery with her already in his 


heart. 


Our Saviour next proceeds to explain 
the 


[ 29 ] 


the ſeventh commandment, which forbids 
adultery ; by which the phariſees under- 
ſtood only the groſs act of uncleanneſs, 
and carnal lying with a woman. Bur, ſays 
our Saviour, whoever ſecretly in his heart 
deſires ſuch a thing, and caſts his eye 
upon a woman in order to ſuch an act, en- 
tertaining only a thought of it with plea- 
ſure and delight, he is an adulterer in 
God's account. Learn, That ſuch is the 
purity and ſpirituality of the law of God, 
that it condemns ſpeculative wantonneſs, 
no leſs than practical uncleanneſs; and 
forbids not only the outward action, but 
the ſecret purpoſe and intention, and firſt 
out-goings of the ſoul after unlawful 
objects. 


29 And if thy right eye of- 
fend thee, pluck it out and caſt 
it from thee : for it is profitable 
for thee that one of thy mem- 
bers ſhould periſh, and not that 
thy whole body ſhould be caſt 
into hell. 30 And if thy right 
hand offend thee, cut it off, . 
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caſt it from thee : for it is pro- 
fitable for thee that one of thy 
members ſhould periſh, and not 
that thy whole body ſhould be 
calt into hell. 


Our Saviour had condemned ocular 
adultery in the foregoing verſe, or the 
adultery of the eye ; He that looketh on 
a woman to luſt after her, hath commit- 
ted adultery with her in his heart. Whence 
note, that the eye is an inlet to fin, e- 
1 ſpecially the ſin of uncleanneſs: luſt en- 
17 ters the heart at the window of the eye. 
Now in theſe verſes Chriſt preſcribes a 
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remedy for the cure of this eye-malady ; 
If thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: 
which is not to be underſtood literally, 
as if Chriſt commanded any man to maim 
his bodily members; but ſpiritually, to 
mortify the luſts of the fleſh, and the 
luſts of the eye, which otherwiſe will 
prove a dangerous ſnare to the foul. 
if arn 1. That ſin may be avoided ; it is 
F' our duty to avoid whatſoever leads to 
It, or may be an occaſion of it; if we 
find the view of an enſnaring object will 
1 inflame us, we muſt, though not put out 
| 5 


31 ] 
our eye, yet make a covenant with our 
eye, that we will nor look upon it. Note 
2. That the beſt courſe we can take to be 
kept from the outward acts of ſin, is to 
mortify our in ward affection and love to 
ſin. This is to kill it in the root; and if 
once our inward affections be mortified, 
our -bodily members may be ſpared and 
preſerved ; for they will no longer be 


weapons of ſin, but inſtruments ot righ- 
teouſneſs unto holineſs. 


31 It hath been ſaid, whoſo- 
ever ſhall put away his wile, 
let him give her a writing of 
divorcement. 32 But I fay un- 
to you, That whoſoever ſhall 
put away his wife, ſaving for 
the cauſe of fornication, cauſeth 
her to commit adultery: and 
whoſoever ſhall marry her that 
is divorced, committeth adul- 
ter y. 


Our bleſſed Saviour ſtill proceeds in 
vindicating and clearing the ſeventh com- 
| mandment 


[ 32 ] 


mandment from the _— gloſſes of the 
phariſees. Almighty God had tolerated 
the Jews in cate of uncleanneſs to pur 
away their wives by a bill of divorce, 
Deut. xxiv. 1. hereupon the phariſees 
maintained it lawtul to put away the 
wife upon every flight occaſion. This 
abuſe Chriſt corrects, and ſhews, that di- 
vorce, except in caſe of adultery, is a 
certain breach of the ſeventh command- 
ment. Learn 1. That ſo indiſſolvable is 
the marriage-covenant betwixt two per- 
ſons, that nothing but adultery, which 
violates the bands of marriage, can diſ- 
ſolve or diſannul it. 2. When perſons 
are juſtly put away, it is unlawtul tor 
them to marry any other, or tor others 
knowingly to marry to them. 


33 Again, ye have heard that 
it hath been ſaid by them of 
old time, Thou ſhalt not for- 
{wear thyſelf, but ſhalt perform 
unto the Lord thine oaths. 34 
But I ſay unto you, Swear not at 
all; neither by heaven, for it 
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is God's throne: 35 Nor by 
the earth, for it is his footſtool : 
neither by Jeruſalem, for it is 
the city of the great king. 36 
Neither ſhalt thou {wear by thy 
head, becauſe thou canſt not 
make one hair white or black. 


— 


The next commandment which our Sa- 
viour expounds and vindicates, is the 
Third, which requires a reverend uſe of 
God's name. Now the phariſees taught, 
that perjury was the only breach of this 
commandment; and that ſwearing was 
nothing, if they did not forſwear them- 
ſelves : and that perſons were only obli- 
ged to {wear by the name of God in 
publick courts ot juſtice, but in their or- 
dinary and common diſcourſe they might 
Wear by any of the creatures. Now in 
oppolition to theſe wicked principles and 
practices, Chriſt ſays, Swear not at all; 
that is, I. Swear not profanely in your 
ordinary diſcourſe. 2. Swear not unduly 
by any of the creatures; for that is to 
aſcribe a deity to them. 3. Swear not 
lghtly, upon any trifling or frivolous oc- 
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[ 34 ] 
caſion; for oaths upon ſmall occaſions are 
great fins: ſo that an oath is not here 
torbidden by our Saviour, but reſtrained. 
For though light and needleſs, common 
and ordinary {wearing, be a very great 
tin; yer to take an oath upon a ſolemn 
occaſion, when lawtully called thereunto, 
is a chriſtian and necetlary duty. Chriſt 
by his prohibition doth not torbid all 
aſſertory or promiſſory oaths in matters 
teſtimonial, when impoſed by the magi- 
ſtrate, tor Chriſt himſelf, when adjured 
by the aer did anſwer upon oath. 
Bur he torbids all voluntary oaths in com- 
mon converſation, and in our ordinary 
diſcourſe, becauſe an oath is an act of re- 


ligious worſhip ; therefore to trifle with 
it is a horrid provocation. 


37 But let your communica- 
tion be, yea, yea; nay, nay: for 
whatſoever is more than theſe, 
cometh of evil. 


Here our Lord preſcribes a proper 
means and remedy 8 ſhunning the oc- 
caſion and danger of raſh ſwearing ; and 
that is by uling and accuſtoming ourſelves 
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in converſation, to a true ſimplicity and 
conſtant plainneſs of ſpeech; either af- 
firming or deny ing, according to the na- 
ture of the thing; letting oaths alone, 
till we are called to them upon great oc- 
caſions, for ending ftrite between man 
and man. Learn, That the great end of 
ſpeech being to communicate the ſenſe of 
our minds each to other, we ought to uſe 
ſuch plainneſs and ſimplicity in ſpeaking, 
that We may believe one another without 
oaths, or more ſolemn and religious aſſe- 
verations. 


38 Ye have heard that it hath 
been ſaid, An eye for an eye, 
and a tooth for a tooth. 39 
But I ſay unto you, That ye 
reſiſt not evil: but whoſoever 
ſhall ſmite thee on thy right 
cheek, turn to him the other 
allo. 40 And if any man will 
ſue thee at the law, and take 
away thy coat, let him have 
thy cloak alſo. 41 And who- 


C 2 ſoever 


[ 365 ] 
ſoever ſhall compel thee to go 
a mile, go with him twain. 


Our Saviour here vindicates the Sixth 
commandment, which obliges us to do 
no wrong to the body of our neighbour. 
God had given a law to the publick ma- 
giſtrate, to require an eye tor an eye, 
and a tooth tor a tooth, when a perion 
was wronged : hereupon the phariſees 
taught, that a private perſon wronged by 
another, might expect ſatisfaction from 
him to the ſame degree in which he had 
been wronged by him; if he had loſt an 
eye by another, he might revenge it, by 
taking away the eye of another. Bur, 
{ays Chriſt, I ſay unto you, Reſiſt not 
evil; that is, ſeek not private revenge, 
bur leave the avenging of injuries to God 
and the magiſtrate: and in trivial mat- 
ters not to appeal at all, and when forced, 
not tor revenge fake. Teaching us, that 
chriſtians ought rather to ſuffer a double 
wrong , than to ſeek a private revenge ; 
chriſtianity obliges us to bear many inju- 
ries patiently, rather than to revenge one 
privately. Religion indeed doth not bid 
us invite injuries, but it teaches us to bid 
them welcome: we are not to * 

evi 
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evil for evil, but are rather to endure a 
greater evil than revenge a leſs. 


42 Give to him that aſketh 
thee, and from him that would 
borrow of thee, turn thou not 
away. 


Our Saviour here preſſes the law of 
charity upon his diſciples : this is tWo- 
fold; a charity in giving to them that 
beg, and a charity in lending to them that 
deſire to borrow : chriſtianity obliges all 
thoſe which have ability, to abound in the 
works of charity of all ſorts and kinds 
whatſoever. He that is truly charitable 
doth not only give, but lend; yea, ſome- 
times lends, looking tor nothing again : 
it is not enough to act charity of one 
ſort, but we muſt be ready to act it in 
every kind, and to the higheſt degree 
that our circumſtances and abilities will 
admit. Giving is a godlike thing, he is 
the giver of every good and perfect gift, 
he gives before we ask; and we muſt 
imitate God in giving, namely, by giv- 
ing what we give chearfully, ſincerely, 
diicreetly, proportionally, ö 
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[ 38 ] 
obedience to God's command, and with 
an eye at his glory. And there is ſome- 
times as great charity in lending, as there 
is in giving; many a poor tamily by our 
lending them a ſmall matter, may raiſe 
l into a condition to live com- 
tortably and honeſtly in the world. 


43 Ye have heard that it 
hath been ſaid, Thou ſhalt love 
thy neighbour, and hate thine 
enemy: 44 But I fay unto 
you, Love your enemies, bleſs 
them that curſe you, do good 
to them that hate you, and 
pray for them which deſpite- 
fully uſe you, and perſecute 
you. 

Another corrupt gloſs which the pha- 
riſees had put upon the law of God, our 
Saviour here takes notice of: the law 
ſaid, Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour, 


Levit. xix. 18. this they interpreted, to 


relate only to their own countreymen 
the 
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the Jews; concluding, that they might 


hate all the uncircumciſed nations as ene- 


mies: but, ſaith our Saviour, I require 
you to love all men; for if enemies muſt 
not be ſhut out of your love, none muſt. 
Love your enemies; here the inward 
affection is required. Bleſs them that 
curſe you; there outward civility and 
affability is required. Do good to them 
that hate you; here real acts of kindneſs 
and charity are commanded to be done 
by us to our bittereſt and moſt malicious 


enemies. Pray for them that deſpitefully 


uſe you, and perſecute you; theſe are the 
higheſt expreſſions of enmity that can be, 
calumny and cruelty; yet are we com- 


manded to pray for thoſe that touch us 


in theſe two tendereſt points, our reputa- 
tion and our life. Learn, That chriſtia- 
nity obliges us to bear a ſincere affection 
towards our moſt malicious enemies, to 
be ready upon all occaſions to do good 
unto them, and to pray for them. 


45 That ye may be the chil- 
dren of your Father which is in 
heaven, for he maketh his ſun 
to riſe on the evil and on the 

24 good, 


[ 49 ] 
good, and ſendeth rain on the 


Juſt and on the unjuſt. 


To encourage us to the foregoing duty 
of loving our enemies, our Saviour pro- 
pounds the example of God himſelf to 
our imitation, "I hat you may be the 
children ot your Father; that is, that 
vou may be known to be the children 
ot your Father which is in heaven, by 
your likeneſs to him, and imitation of 
him. Note, That the beſt evidence we 
can have of our divine ſonſhip, is our 
conformity to the divine nature, eſpe- 
cially in thoſe excellent properties of 

oodneſs and torgiveneſs. Note 2. That 
God doth good ro them that are conti- 
nually doing evil unto him. Rain and 
ſun, fat and ſweet, gold and ſilver, are 
ſuch good things as their hearts and 
houſes are filled with, who are altoge- 
ther empty ot grace and goodnels. 


46 For if ye love them which 
love you, what reward have ye” 
do not even the publicans the 
ſame? 47 And if ye falute 
your 


[ 41 J 
your brethren only, what do 
you more than others? do not 


even the publicans fo ? 


Yer tarther ro encourage us to this duty 
of loving our enemies, Chriſt aſſures his 
diſciples, that he expects more from them 
than trom others; more than common 
humanity and civil courteſy towards 
friends; for even heathens by the gs. 

of nature were taught to love thoſe that 
love them; bur he expected that chriſtia- 
nity ſhould teach them better, and lead 
them farther, even, to love their enemies, 
and to bleſs them that curſe them. Note, 
love for love is juſtice : love for no love 
is favour and kindneſs; but love for ha- 
tred and enmity is divine goodneſs; a 
Chriſt-like temper, Which will render us 
illuſtrious on earth, and glorious in hea- 
ven. But, Lord, how do men continue 
their love to little ſects and parties? and 
trom thence comes that bitterneſs of ſpi- 
rit of one party towards another: and, 
oh! how hard is it to find a chriſtian of 
a true catholick love and temper. 


48 Be 


— 


41 
48 Be ye therefore perſect, 


even as your Father which is in 


heaven is perfect. 


That is, aim at perfection in all chri- 
ſtian virtues and divine graces, but parti- 
cularly in this of love; in imitation of 
your heavenly Father, who is the perfect 
pattern of all deſirable goodneſs and a- 
dorable pertections. 'To be pertect, as our 
heavenly Father is perfect, is indeed im- 
poſſible as to equality, but not as to imi- 
tation. The word rendred here Perfect, 
by St. Matthew, is elſewhere by St. Luke 
rendred Mercitul, Luke vi. 36. implying, 
that charity is the perfection of a chri- 
ſtian's graces: he that is made perfect in 
love, is perfect in all divine graces in the 
account of God. Learn 1. That there is 
no ſtanding ſtill in religion, but he that 
will be ſaved muſt preſs on towards per- 
fection. Learn 2. That no leſs than per- 
fect and compleat perfection in grace, and 
particularly in the grace of love and cha- 
rity, is, and ought to be the aim of every 
chriſtian in this life, and ſhall be his at- 
tainment in the next. 
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CHAP. VI. 
* KE heed that you do not 


your alms before men, to 
be fon of them: en ye 
have no reward of your Father 
which 1s in heaven. 2 There- 
fore when thou doeſt thine 
alms, do not ſound a trumpet 
before thee, as the hypocrites 
do, in the ſynagogues, and in 


the ſtreets, that they may have 


glory of men. Verily, I fay un- 


to you, they have their reward. 


3 But when thou doeſt alms, 
let not thy left hand know what 
thy right hand doth: 4 That 
thine alms may be in ſecret : 

and 


[ 44 ] 
and thy Father which ſeeth in 
ſecret, himſelf ſhall reward thee 


openly. 


Obſerve here, 1. The duty directed to, 
almſgiving after a right manner; Do not 
your alms before men; ſome copies read 
it, Do not your righteouſneſs betore 
men: becauſe almſgiving is a conſider- 
able part of that righteouſneſs and ju- 
{tice which we owe unto our neighbour ; 
he that is uncharitable, is nog acts of 
charity are acts of juſtice and equity. It 
alſo intimates to us, that the matter of 
our alms ſhould be goods righteouſly 
gotten; to give alms of what is gotten 
unjuſtly, is robbery, and not righteouſ- 
neſs. Obſerve 2. Our Saviour's cautio- 


nary direction in giving of alms, Take 


heed that you do them not to be ſeen of 
men. It is one thing to do our alms that 
men may ſee them, and another thin 
to do them that We may be ſeen of men. 
We ought to do alms before men, that 
God may be glorified; but not to be 
ſeen of men, that ourſelves may be ap- 
plauded. Obſerve 3. The particular ſin 
which our Saviour warns his difciples 
againſt 


[ 45 ] 
againſt in giving their alms, namely, oſten- 
tation and vain-glory, which the phari- 
ſees were notoriouſly guilty of; ſound- 
ing a trumpet, to call people about them 
when they gave their alms. Thence 
learn, 'That the doing any good work, 


eſpecially any work of charity and mer- 


cy vain-gloriouſly, and not with an eye 
at God's glory, will certainly miſs of the 
reward ot well-doing in another world. 
Obſerve 4. 'The advice given by our Sa- 
viour, tor the prevention of this fin and 
danger; and that is, to do our alms as 
ſecretly as we can; Let not thy right 
hand know what thy left hand doth: 
that 1s, conceal it from thy neareſt rela- 
tions, and if poſſible from thyſelt. Note 
thence, that the ſecrecy ot our charity 
is one good evidence of its lincerity. 
Hence the Egyptians made the emblem 
of charity to be a blind boy, reaching 
out honey to a bee that had loſt her 


win gs. 


5 And when thou prayeſt, 
thou ſhalt not be as the hypo- 
crites are: for they love to pray 


ſtanding 
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ſtanding in the ſynagogues, and 
in the corners of the ſtreets, 
that they may be feen of men. 
Verily, I ſay unto you, they 
have their reward. 6 But thou, 
when thou prayeſt, enter into 
thy cloſet, and when thou haſt 
ſhut thy door, pray to thy Fa- 
ther which is in ſecret, and thy 
Father which ſeeth in ſecret, 
ſhall reward thee openly. 


Here our Saviour warns his diſciples 
againſt the ſame phariſaical hypocriſy in 
praying, which he had before reproved 
in almſgiving. It was lawtul to pray in 
the ſynagogues, and to pray ſtanding, 
and that betore men; but to do this upon 
deſign to be applauded by men, is con- 
demned by Chriſt. Our buſineſs in pray- 
er lies with God, we are not to concern 
ourſelves. how men like our performan- 
ces; it is ſufficient if God doth approve. 
and will accept them. To cure the fore- 


going vanity, Chriſt directs to ſecret pray- 
er 
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er in our cloſets, where God is the wit- 
neſs, and will be the rewarder of onr 
ſincerity. Note, That ſecret prayer is a 
commanded and encouraged duty, and 
when in lincerity performed, ſhall be at- 
tended with a publick and glorious re- 
ward: Pray to thy Father which is in 
ſecret, &c. 


7 But when ye pray uſe not 
vain repetitions, as the heathen 
do: for they think that they 
{ſhall be heard for their much 


2 8 Be not ye there- 
ore like unto them: for your 
Father knoweth what things ye 
have need of, before ye aſk 


him. 


A vain-glorious oſtentation in prayer 
was condemned by our Saviour in the 
former verſe ; here a vain-glorious multi- 
plication of words, by idle tautologies, 
and impertinent repetitions, is condemn- 
ed alſo : after rhe manner of the heathen, 
who expect to have their prayers granny 
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by God for the multiplicity of words 
uted by themſelves. Hence note, that a 
chriſtian's buſineſs in prayer being nor to 
inform God, (tor he knoweth what things 
we need before we ask him;) nor yet to 
move and perſuade God, (tor he 1s our 
Father ;) it certainly argues an undue ap- 
prehenſion of God, when we lengthen 
out our prayers with vain repetitions and 
a multitude of words. Yet note 1. That 
It is not all repetition of the ſame words 
in prayer, which Chriſt here condemns, 
tor he himſclt prayed thrice, uting the 
ſame words, that the cup might pats from 
him. Nor, 2. Are we to apprehend that 
prayers continued to a conſiderable length 
are forbidden by Chriſt; for Solomon's 
prayer was ſuch, 1 Kings viii. Nehe- 
miah's ſuch, chap. ix. IIis ſaid the peo- 

le confeſſed and worthipped tor three 

ours: Chriſt continued in prayer all 
night; and the church, Acts xii. made 
prayers without cealing for St. Peter's 
enlargement. And we read ot St. Paul's 
praying night and day, 1 'Thetl. iii. 10. 
and of his commanding tne churches to 
be inſtant in prayer, and to continue in 
prayer. Bur Chriit here condemns pray- 
ers lengthened out upon an apprehenſion 
that we ſhall be heard for our much ſpeak- 
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ing, or can move God by arguments 
whilſt we continue in our ſins. 


0 Aſter this manner there- 
fore pray ye.--- 


As if Chriſt had faid, for preventing 
theſe and all other faults in prayer, 
will myſelt give you a compleat form of 
prayer, and an exact pattern and plat- 
torm tor your imitation when you pray. 
Note, That the Lord's prayer 1s both a 

rtect form of prayer which ought to be 
uſed by us, and allo a pattern and plat- 
form, according to which all our prayers 
ought to be tramed. St. Matthew ſays, 


After this manner pray ye; St. Luke ſays, 
When ye pray, ſay. 


--- Our Father which art in 
heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
10 Thy kingdom come. Thy 
wall be done in earth as it is in 
heaven. 11 Give us this day 
our daily bread. 12 And for- 
give us our debts, as we forgive 

D Our 
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our debtors. 13 And lead us 
not into temptation, but deli- 
ver us ſrom evil: For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever. Amen. 


The ſenſe and ſignification of this beſt 


of prayers, is this: © O thou our Father 


cc 


cc 


in jeſus Chriſt, who remaineſt in thy 
throne in heaven, and art there per- 
8 praiſed, and perfectly obeyed 

y glorious angels and glorified 
ſaints; grant that thy name may be 
glorified, thy throne acknowledged, 
an thy holy will obeyed here on 
earth below, by us thy tons and ſer- 
vants, molt fincerely and readily, and 
in ſome proportion to what is done in 
heaven. And becauſe by the reaſon of 


the frailty of our natures, we cannot 


ſubſiſt without the comforts and ſup- 
ports of lite, we crave, that ſuch a 
proportion of the good things of this 
lite may be given unto us, as may be 
ſufficient for us; and that we may be 
content with our allowance. And 
knowing that thy holineſs and juſtice 
obliges thee ro puniſh fin and ſinners, 

co We 


rc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
tc 
10 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
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we plead with thee, for the fake of 
thy Son's ſatisfaction, to pardon our 
daily treſpaſſes which we are guilry of 
in this ſtate of impertection, as we do 
treely and heartily torgive others thar 
have otlended and wronged us. And 
ſeeing that by the reaſon ot the frailty of 
our natures, we are prone to ruth upon, 
and run into temptation; We crave, 
that by the power of thy omnipotent 
grace, We may be kept from Satan's 
remptations, trom the world's allure- 
ments, trom our own evil inclinations, 
and be preſerved unblameable ro thine 
everlaſting kingdom; which is exalted 
over all perſons, over all places, over 
all things, in all times paſt, preſent, 
and to come: And accordingly, in te- 
ſtimony of our deſires, and in aſſurance 
to be heard and anſwered, we ſay, 
Amen, ſo be it, ſo let it be, even ſo, 
O Lord, let it be for ever.” More 


particularly, in this comprehenſive and 
compendious prayer, the following ſe- 
verals are remarkable: namely, 1. The 
learned obſerve, that this prayer is taken 
out of the Jewiſh liturgies, in which it is 
entirely found, excepting thoſe words, 
As we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt 
us. From whence Grotius notes, how 
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far Chriſt the Lord of his church was 
{rom affecting novelties, or deſpiſing any 
thing becaule it was a form; a piece of 
piteous weakneſs amongſt ſome at this 
day. Obſerve 2. The perſon ro whom 
Chriſt directs us to make our prayers ; 
namely, to God, under the notion of a 
Father, teaching us, That in all our reli- 
vious addreſſes to God, we are to con- 
ceive of him, and 4 unto him under 
the notion and relation of a Father; 
Our Father, &c. So is he by creation, 
by a right ot providence and preſerva- 
tion, by redemption, by outward and vi- 
ſible proſeſſion, by regeneration and a- 
doption; and this relation which God 
{tands 1n to us,. may encourage us to pray 
anto him; for being our Father, we are 
ſure that he is of caly acceſs unto, and 
graciouſly ready to grant what we pray 
tor; and whereas it is added, which arr 
in heaven, this is not ſo to be underſtood 
as if his eflence were included, or his 
preſence circumſcribed and confined 
there, tor he fills heaven and earth with 
the immenſity of it; but he is ſaid to be 
in heaven, becaule there is the ſpecial 
maniteſtation of his preſence, of his pu- 
rity, of his power and glory, and teach- 
cs us With what holy tear, with what 
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humble reverence, and not without a 
trembling veneration, polluted duſt ought 
to make their ſolemn approaches to the 
God of heaven. Oblerve 3. That the 
three firſt petitions relare more imme- 
diately to God. (1.) That his name may 
be hallowed ; by the name of God under- 
ſtand God himlelt, as made known to us 
in his attributes, words and works. This 
name is hallowed or ſanctified by us three 
Ways; by our lips, when we acknow- 
ledge his divine perfections, and tell of 
all his wondrous works; in our hearts, 
by entertaining ſuitable conceptions of 
God; and in our lives, when the conſi- 
deration of theſe divine pertections en- 
gage us to ſuitable obedience. (2.) That 
his kingdom may come, by which we 
are not to underſtand his general and 
3 kingdom, by which he ru- 
eth over all the world, that being al- 
ways come, and capable of no farther 
amplificarion ; bur principally the king- 
dom of grace promoted in the hearts of 
his 3 by the preaching of the goſ- 


pel, We pray that God would dethrone 
lin and ſatan in our own and others ſouls, 
and increaſe grace and ſanctiſication both 
in us and them, and that the kingdom 
ot glory may be haſtened, and we may 
D 3 be 
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be preſerved blameleſs to the coming of 
Chriſt in his kingdom. (3.) That his 
will may be done, by which the precep- 
tive rather than the providential will of 
God, is to be underſtood, we are to 
obey the former univerſally, and to ſub- 
mit to the latter very chearfully; it in- 
timates, that it ought to be the prayer 
and care, the ſtudy and endeavour of 
every chriſtian, that the commanding will 
of God may be ſo done by men upon 
earth, as it is by the glorified ſaints and 
glorious angels done in heaven; namely, 
with that alacrity and chearfulneſs, with 
that ſpeed and readineſs, with that con- 
ſtancy and diligence, that the imperte- 
&tion of humane nature will admit of; 
imitating the bleſſed angels, who execute 
the divine commands without reluctancy 
or regret. Obſerve 4. The three laſt pe- 
titions reſpect ourſelves, as the three for- 
mer did Almighty God. 'The firſt of 
which is a prayer tor temporal bleſſings, 
Give us this day our daily bread, where 


note the mercy pray © for, Bread, which 
| 


comprehends all the comforts and conve- 
niencies of life, and whatever is neceſſary 
tor the ſupporting humane nature. Alſo 
the qualification, it muſt be our own 
bread, not anothers, what we have a civil 
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right to as men, and a covenant right to 
as chriſtians. Note farther, the kind of 
bread we ask and deſire, it is daily bread, 
hereby we are put in mind of our conti- 
nual dependence upon God tor our lives, 
and for all the ſupports of lite which we 
enjoy, and alſo kept in mind of our mor- 
tality ; and mark the way and manner of 
conveying all good things to us, it is in 
a way ot free-giſt. Give us our daily 
bread, we cannot give it ourſelves, and 
when we have it of God, we receive it 
not as a debt, but as a tree-gitt. The 
next petition is tor ſpiritual bleſſings, 
Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debrors. Where note (1.) Some things 
ſuppoſed ; namely, That we are all ſin- 
ners, and as ſuch ſtand in need of pardon 
and forgiveneſs. (2.) That our ſins are 
debts, wilful debts, repeated debts, in- 
numerable debts, inexcuſable debts, debts 
difficultly diſcharged, and yet if undiſ- 
charged, undoing debts. (3.) That we 
are obliged to pray every day for daily 
pardon, as we do for daily bread, for our 
tins are many and daily. - (g.) It is here 
ſuppoſed, that ſince we are to pray for 
forgiveneſs of ſin, it is impoſſible ever 
to ſatisfie the juſtice of God for ſin. 
Laſtly note, 'The condition or qualifica- 
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tion required, forgive as we forgive: 
This requires, (I.) Jhat our minds be full 
of charity, free from rancour and ill will, 
and all deſires of revenge, and a ſecret 
grudge againſt another. (z.) That we 
ſtand ready to help them, and do any 
office of love and ſervice tor them that 
have offended us. (3.) That we admit 
our oftending brother into triendſhip and 
familiarity, which is called a forgiving 
him from the heart, our heart muſt be to- 
wards him as formerly it was. The ſixth 
and laſt petition follows, Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 


Here note, a double mercy prayed for; 


namely, preventing mercy, aud deliver- 
ing mercy. 1. Preventing mercy, Lead 
us not into temptation ; hereby it is ſup- 
poſed, (I.) That we are unable to keep 
ourſelves from temptation, partly through 
our natural depravity, partly through 
carnal ſecurity. (2.) That it is God that 
muſt keep us from Satan's affaulrs, his 


travs and ſnares, which every where he 


lays in ambuſh tor us. (3.) That it is our 
own daily duty to be earneſt and inſtant 
with God in prayer, not to ſuffer us by 
the ſubtraction ot his grace, or in a way 
of punithment for fin, to run into the 
circumitances which may prove ſnares to 

us, 
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us, but daily to afford us ſuch a meaſure 
ot his grace, as may keep us trom falling 
by tempration, and not to leave us fallen 
under the temptation, but to recover us 
ſpeedily by his power, and enable us to 
ſtand more firmly tor the future. 2. We 
here pray tor delivering mercy, Deliver 
us trom evil, by which may be under- 
ſtood Satan the evil one, but eſpecially 
the evil of ſin; we pray here that God 
would graciouſly preterve us from thoſe 
vicious inclinations of our minds, and 
evil diſpoſitions of our hearts, which 
render us ſo prone to yield to the tempta- 
tions of Satan; here we ſee the ugly and 
deformed face of ſin, it is evil; evil in 
its author and original, it is of the devil, 
the evil one; evil in its effects and fruits; 
it doth debaſe and degrade us, pollute 
and defile us, befool and deceive us, and, 
without repentance, damns and deſtroys 
us. Obſerve laſtly, The concluſion of 
the Lord's- prayer, which contains a com- 
plication ot argument to urge Almighty 
God with, lor obtaining the mercy 
pray d tor. 1. For thine is the kingdom; 
thou art the only abſolute and rightful 
{overeign, and all men are concerned to 
honour thee and obey thy laws; thou 


art the ſupreme governour of the world, 
and 


L 3.2 
and king of thy church, therefore let 
thy kingdom come, and thy will be done. 
2. Thine is the power, therefore give us 
daily bread, and forgive our daily ſins, 
for thou haſt power to ſupply the one, 
and authority to pardon the other: the 
power of God is a mighty encourage- 
ment to prayer, and faith in the power 
of God has a mighty prevalency in pray- 
er with God. 3. Thine is the glory, that 
is, thine will be the glory; as if we 
ſnould ſay, Lord, by enabling us to hal- 
low thy name, by owning thy kingdom, 
by doing thy will, and by thy providing 
for us, and pardoning ot us, thou wilt 
have much glory by us and from us; it 
reaches us, that as our prayers in general 
ought to be argumentative; fo an argu- 
ment in prayer drawn from the glory 
of God, is a mighty encouragement to 
hope for audience and acceptance. 4. 
For ever and ever, that is, thy kingdom 
1s eternal, thy power eternal, thy glory 
erernal ; the God whom we pray to is an 


eternal God, and this attribute of God is 


improveable in prayer, as an encourage- 


ment to expect the ſame bleſſings from 
God which others have had betore us, 
for he is the ſame yeſterday, to day, and 
for ever, Amen. A word uſed in all lan- 
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guages, denoting an hearty aſſent to our 
own prayers, and an hearty deiire to 
receive the mercies prayed tor, and an 
humble aſſurance that we ſhall be heard 
and anſwered. 


14 For, if ye forgive men 
their treſpaſſes, your heavenly 
father will alſo forgive you. 
15 But if ye forgive not men 
their treſpaſſes, neither will your 
father forgive your treſpaſſes. 


There being no duty to which our 
corrupt natures are more backward than 
this of forgiving injuries, our Saviour 
repeats that duty over and over, and tre- 
quently inculcates it in the holy goſ- 

els: aſſuring us, that torgiving others 
is the indiſpenſable condition upon which 
we are to expect forgiveneſs Gam God. 
Learn thence, that every time we go to 
God in prayer, and beg forgiveneſs of 
him as we forgive others, if we do not 
torgive them heartily and ſincerely, fully 
and freely, readily and willingly, we 
fly 1n the tace of God, and our prayers 

are 
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are a ſort of imprecations againſt our 
ſelves. Note farther, that although God 
promiſes us forgiveneſs if we forgive o- 
thers; yet it is With this limitation, if no 
other condition of ſalvation be wanting, 
tor this virtue alone cannot obtain favour 


with God, unleſs other duties arc per- 
tormed. 


16 Moreover, when ye faſt, 
be not as the hypocrites, of a 
ſad countenance: for they diſ- 
figure their faces, that they may 
appear unto men to faſt. Verily, 
I fay unto you, they have their 
reward. 17 But thou, when 
thou ſaſteſt, anoint thine head, 
and waſh thy face: 18 That thou 
appear not unto men to faſt, but 
unto thy Father which is in ſe- 
cret: and thy Father which ſeeth 
in ſecret, ſhall reward thee o- 
penly, 

The 


The next duty which our Saviour in- 
ſtructs his diſciples in, is that of religious 
taſting, which 1s a devoting of the whole 
man, ſoul and body, to a ſolemn and 
extraordinary attendance upon God, in 
a particular rime fer apart tor that pur- 
poſe, in order to the deprecating of his 
diſpleaſure, and for the ſupplicating ot 
his tavour; accompanied with an abſti- 
nence from bodily tood and ſenſual de- 
lights, and from all ſecular affairs and 
worldly buſineſs. Now our Saviour's 
direction as to this duty of taſting is dou- 
ble: 1. He cautions us to beware of an 
abuſe in taſting : be nor as the hypocrites 
are, of a ſad countenance ; that is, do not 
altect a ſullen ſadneſs, ghaſtlineſs and un- 
pleaſantneſs of countenance, like che hy- 
pocritical phariſees, who vitiate and diſ- 
colour their faces, do marr and aboliſh 
their native complexion. Hypocriſy can 
paint the face black and ſable, as well as 
pride with red and white. 2. He coun- 
ſels us to take the right way in faſting; 
to anoint the head, and waſh the face: 
That is, to look as at other times, uſing 
our ordinary garb and attire, and not to 
affect any thing that may make us look 
like mourners, when really we are nor 
jo. Vbere we may note, that though 
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hypocrites by their dejected countenan- 
ces and mortified habits, do ſeek to gain 
an extraordinary reputation for piety and 
devotion, yet the ſincere chriſtian is to 
be abundantly ſatisfied with God's appro- 
bation of his ſervices, and with the ſilent 
applauſe of his own conſcience. 


19 Lay not up for yourſelves 
treaſures upon earth, where moth 
and ruſt doth corrupt, and where 
thieves break through and ſteal. 
20 But lay up for yourſelves 
treaſures in heaven, where nei- 
ther moth nor ruſt doth corrupt, 
and where thieves do not break 
through nor ſteal. 21 For where 
your treaſure is, there will your 


heart be alſo. 


Obſerve here, 1. Something imply d; 
namely, That every man has his treaſure; 
and whatſoever, or whereſoever that trea- 
{ure 1s, it is attractive, and draws the heart 
ol man unto it: For every man's treaſure 

is 


[ 63 ] 


is his chief good. 2. Something permitted; 
namely, Ihe getting, pollefing, and en- 
joying of earthly treaſure, as an inſtru- 
ment enabling us to do much good. 3. 
Something prohibited; and that is, The 
treaſuring up of worldly wealth, as our 
chief treaſure: Lay not up treaſures on 
earth; that is, take heed ot an inordinate 
altection to, of an excethve purſuit after, 
of a vain confidence and truſt in any 
earthly comfort, as your chief treaſures. 
4. Here is ſomething commanded ; but 
lay up tor yourſelves treaſures in heaven; 
treaſure up thoſe habits of grace, which 
will bring you to an inheritance in glo- 
ry: be fruitful in good works, laying 
up in ſtore for yourſelves a good toun- 
dation againſt the time to come, that ye 
may lay hold of eternal life. 5. The 
reaſons aſſigned, (1.) why we ſhould nor 
lay up our treaſure on earth; becauſe all 
carthly treaſures are of a periſhing and 
uncertain nature, they are ſubject to moth 
and ruſt, to robbery and theft; the pe- 
riſhing nature of earthly things ought to 
be improved by us, as an argument to fit 
looſe 1n our attections towards them. (2.) 
The reaſon aſſigned why we ſhould lay 
up our treaſure in heaven, 1s this: be- 
caule heavenly treaſures are ſubject to 
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no ſuch accidents and caſualties as earth- 
ly treaſures are, but are durable and 
laſting. The things that are not ſeen are 
eternal : the rreatures of heaven are 1n- 
violable, incorruptible and everlaſting. 
Now we may know whether we have 
choſen theſe things for our treaſure, by 
our high eſtimation of the worth ot them, 
by our ſenſible apprehenſion of the want 
of them, by the torrent and tendency ot 
our aftection towards them, and by our 
laborious diligence and endeavour in the 
purſuit after them. Where the treaſure is, 
there will the heart be alſo. 


2 


22 The light of the body 1s 
the eye: if therefore thine eye 
be ſingle, thy whole body ſhall 
be full of light. 23 But it thine 
eye be evil, thy whole body 
ſhall be full of darkneſs. If 
therefore the light that is in 


thee be darkneſs, how great 1s 
that darkneſs? 


In 
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In the foregoing verſes our Saviour ac- 
quainted us what in our affections and 
judgments we ſhould eſteem as our chief 
treaſure: now this judgment concerning 
our chief treaſure, is by our Saviour here 
compared to the eye; as the eye is the 
candle ot the body, that enlightens and 
directs it, ſo our underſtanding and judg- 
ment of the excellency ot heaven, and 
the things above, will draw our affections 
towards them, and quicken our endea- 
vour atter them. Note rhence, That ſuch 
as our judgment is concerning happinels, 
ſuch will our deſires and endeavours be, 
for the attainment of that happineſs. Our 
affections are guided by our apprehen- 
ſions; where the eſteem is high, endea- 
vours will be ſtrong. | | 


24 No man can ſerve two 
maſters: for either he will hate 
the one, and love the other; 
or elle he will hold to the one, 
and deſpiſe the other. Ye can- 
not ſerve God and Mammon. 


Obſerve here, a rwo-fold maſter ſpoken 


ot, 
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of, God and the world. God is our 
maſter, by creation, preſervation, and re- 
demption; he has appointed us our work, 
and ſecured us our wages. The world 
is our maſter, by intruſion, uſurpation, 
and a general eſtimation; too many e- 
ſteeming it as their chief good, and de- 
lighting in it as their chief joy. Obſerve / 
2. That no man can ſerve theſe two ma- 
ſters, who are of contrary intereſts, and 
illue out contrary commands: when two 
maſters are ſubordinate, and their com- 
mands ſubſervient each to other, the dit- 
ficulty of ſerving both is not great; but 
where commands interfere, and intereſts 
claſh, it is impoſſible. No man can ſerve 
God and the world, but he may ſerve 
God with the world: no man can ſeek 
God and Mammon borh, as his chief good, 
and ultimate end; becauſe no man can 
divide his heart betwixt God and the 
world. Learn, that to love the world as 
our chief good, and to ſerve the world 
as our chief and ſovereign commander, 
cannot ſtand with the love and ſervice 
which we bear and owe to God. The 
world's ſlaves, whilſt ſuch, can be none 


ol God's freemen, 


25 There- 


OT. 

25 Therefore I fay unto you, 
Take no thought for your life, 
what ye {hall eat, or what ye 
ſhall drink; nor yet for your 
body, what ye ſhall put on: is 
not the life more than meat, 
and the body than raiment” 
26 Behold the fowls of the air: 
for they low not, neither do 
they reap, nor gather into barns ; 
yet your heavenly Father feed- 
eth them. Are ye not much 
better than they? 


The next fin which our Saviour cau- 
tions his diſciples againſt, is immoderate 
care for the things of this lite; ſuch a 
ſolicitous and vexatious care for food 
and raiment, as is accompanied with dif- 
fidence and diſtruſt of God's tarherly 
providence over us, and proviſion for us; 
and the arguments which our Saviour 
uſes to diſſuade from this fin, are many 
and cogent, laid down in the following 

E 2 verſes. 
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verſes. Learn here (1.) That Almighty 
God will provide tor every ſervant ot his 
tood and raiment, and a competency of 
the comforts and conveniencies of lite. 
Learn (2.) The want of faith in God's 
promiſe, and a diſtruſt of his fatherly care, 
is a God-provoking and a wrath-procu- 
ring fin. | Pk: (3.) That notwithſtand- 
ing God's promiſe to ſupply our wants, 
we not only may, but muſt uſe ſuch pru- 
dential and provident means as are in our 
power, in order to the ſupply of our own 
wants; and this 1s ſo far from diſtruſting 
ot God, or not depending and believing 
on him, that it is indeed a ſpecial act ot 
this taith, the doing of what he requires 
us to do, and without our doing of Which 
he hath not promiſed to ſupply us. His 

romiſes, which are the object of our faith, 
are not abſolute, but conditional pro- 
miſes, they require and ſuppoſe a condi- 


tion to be performed on our part, and 


then give us a & * to the thing promiſed, 
and not before. Every man therefore muſt 


do ſomewhat himſfelt to provide for his 
own, (and not to do ſo is infidelity in 
St. Paul's ſtyle; juſt as the diſciples are 
called faithleſs, for not caſting out of the 
devil, that would not be caſt out but by 


prayer and faſting, that is, for not uſing 
that 
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that means to caſt him out) muſt endea- 
vour to be inſtrumental to God's provi- 
dence, and not fly to his extraordinary 
protection, when his ordinary 1s attorded 
us. God doth nor uſe to multiply mira- 
cles unprofitably, nor at all, but for the 
begetting or confirming of our faith: 
which cannot be the cate when we neg- 
lect thoſe means of making good God's 
truths which are already by him afforded 
us : bur only when all lawtul means have 
been tried improſperouſly, then it will be 
God's ſeaſon to thew forth his extraordi- 
nary power. In the mean time it is ſut- 
ficient that he offer us means to bring us 
to that end which he promiſeth; and it 
we neglect thoſe means, and fo tail in our 
performance of the condition required of 
us, we thereby diſcharge him ot all obli- 
gation to make good the promiſe to us; 
which was not abſolute tor him to do 
without us, but conditional, tor him to 
do if we failed not in our parts. The 
true means required on our parts, as ſub- 
ſervient to God's providence in feeding 
and cloathing us, may be known in ge- 
neral by this mark, That all means per- 
tectly lawtul, (chat is, all things that are 
proper to that end, and are no way pro- 
hibited by God) are ſuch, and all un- 

E 3 law ful 
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lawful are not. But then particularly, 
firſt, labour and diligence 1n ones al 
ling is ſuch a lawtul means: As in ſpiri- 
tual, ſo in temporal things, if we labour, 
or work, God will co-operare. As in the 
war with Amalek, when Iſrael fights, 
God will fight with them: Poverty is the 
Amalek, our honeſt labour is our fighting 
againſt it, (and therefore the idle perſon 


is called in ſcripture, a diſorderly walker) 


and when we are thus employ'd, God 
our captain, hath ſworn that he will have 
war, will fight againſt that enemy, with 
us for ever; and that with a ſecret hand 
aſhſting him that is thus buſied, proſper- 
ing him inſenſibly that is thus employ d: 
A ſure bleiling on the laborious, The 
hand of the . maketh rich, ſaith 
Solomon ; and on the other tide, He that 
will not labour, faith the apoſtle, let him 
not eat; which is there a piece of apoſto- 
lical diſcipline, to beſiege idleneſs and 
ſtarve it up; and that an image on earth 
of what is done in heaven, it being the 
rule of God's ordinary providence, that 
they that neglect the means ſhall not ob- 
tain the end. This promiſe being condi- 
tional (as all others) not to the idle. pro- 
fane fiduciary, but to the faithful labourer ; 


the abſolute ſtoical depender on fate may 


ſtar e 
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ftarve for want of induſtry, die for want 
of phyſick, and be damned for want of 
repentance; and all this not through too 
much, but too little faith, the not taking 
the means along with him, which were 
predeſtined by God to bring him to a 
better end. 


27 Which of you by taking 
thought, can add one cubit to 
his ſtature? 28 And why take 
ye thought for raiment? Con- 
ſider the lillies of the field how 
they grow; they toil not, nei- 
ther do they ſpin. 29 And yet 
I fay unto you, that even Solo- 
mon 1n all his glory, was not 
arayed like one of theſe. 30 
Wherefore if God ſo cloath the 
graſs of the field, which to day 
1s, and to morrow is caſt into 
the oven, ſhall he not much 
more cloath you, O ye of little 


E4 faith? 
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faith? 31 Thereſore take no 
thought, ſaying, What ſhall we 
eat? or 2 55 ſhall we drink ? 
or wherewithal ſhall we be 
cloathed? 32 (For after all 
theſe things do the Gentiles 
ſeek) for your heavenly Father 
knoweth that ye have need of 
all theſe things. 


Four arguments are here uſed by our 
Saviour, to diiſuade us from the ſin of 
anxious care; 'tis needleſs, tis fruitleſs, 
"tis heatheniſh, cis brutith. 1. "Tis need- 
leſs; Your heavenly Father knoweth that 
you have need ot theſe things, and will 
certainly provide for you; and what need 
you take care, and God too? 2. "Tis 
truitleſs; Which of you by raking 
thought can add one cubit to his ſtature ? 
That is, by all your ſolicitous care we 
can add nothing, either to the length or 
comfort of our lives. 3. Tis heatheniſh; 
Alter all theſe things do the Gentiles 
ſeek. 4. Iis brutiſh; nay, worſe than 
prutiſh; the fowls of the air, and the 

beaſts 


——— 
* _ —— 
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beaſts of the field are ted by God, much 
more thall his children: has God a break- 
faſt for every little bird that comes chirp- 
ing out of its neſt? and for every beaſt 
in the wilderneſs that comes leaping out 
of its den? and will he not much more 
provide tor you, O ye ot little faith? 
ſurely he that feeds the ravens when they 
cry, will not ſtarve his children when 
they pray. Naturaliſts obſerve of the 
raven, that ſhe expoſes her young ones 
as ſoon as they are hatch'd, leaves them 
mearleſs, and fatherleſs, to ſhift and 
ſtruggle with hunger as ſoon as they come 
into the world; and whether by the 
dew from heaven, or flies, or worms, 
God feedeth them when they gape and 
cry, they are provided for: From whence 
our Saviour inters, that man being much 
better, that is, a more conſiderable crea- 
ture than the fowls, the providence of 
God will provide for him, though no 
ſolicitude and anxious thoughtfulneſs of 
his contributes thereunto. 


33 But ſeek ye firſt the King- 
dom of God, and his righteouſ- 
nels, 
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neſs, and all theſe things ſhall 
be added unto you. 


That is, Let your firſt and chief care 
be to promote the kingdom of grace in 
this world, and to ſecure the kingdom 
of glory in the next, and in order unto 
both, ſeek after an univerſal holineſs and 
righteouſneſs, both of heart and lite; 
and then tear not the want ot theſe out- 
ward comforts, they ſhall be added in 
meaſure, tho not in exceſs; to ſatisfy, 
tho' not to ſatiate; for health, tho' nor 
for ſurteit. Obſerve 1. That chriſtians 
muſt here on earch ſet themſelves to teek 
heaven, or the kingdom of God. 2. 
That God's kingdom cannot be ſought, 
without God's righteouſneſs : holinels is 
the only way to happineſs. 3. That 
heaven, or the kingdom ot God, muſt be 
ſought in the firit place, with our chief 
care and principal endeavour. 4. That 
heaven being once ſecured by us, all 
earthly things ſhall be ſuperadded by 
ge as he fees needful and convenient 
or us. 


34 Take therefore no thought 
for 


the morrow: for the morrow 


ſhall take thought for the things 
of itſelf: ſuthcient unto the day 
is the evil thereof. 


Here our Saviour reinforces his dehor- 
tation from ſollicitous care tor worldly 
things; atturing us, that every day will 
bring with it a ſufficient burthen ot trou- 
ble, and therefore we ought not to tor- 
ment ourſelves, by antedaring our own 
ſorrows, and foretelling what may, or 
may not come to paſs. Learn, 'Thar it is 
a paintul, ſinful and unprofitable evil, to 
perplex ourſelves with diſtruſttul and di- 
ſtracting fears of what may come upon 
us: every day has its own duty and dit- 
ficulty; and though ſufferings muſt be 
expected, and prayed for, yet we muſt 
not torment ourſelves to day, with the 
fears of what may be to morrow ; but 
every day caſt our burthen of care upon 


that God, who daily carerh for us. 
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CHAP. VII. 


UDGE not, that ye be not 
judged. 2 For with what 
judgment ye judge, ye ſhall be 
Judged : and with what meaſure 
ye mete, it ſhall be meaſured to 
you again. 


Obſerve here, The prohibition, and 
the reaſon of that prohibition. The pro- 
hibicion, Judge not: This is not meant 
of ourſelves, but of our neighbour. Selt- 
judging is a great dury ; judging others 
a grievous fin; yer is not all judging of 
others condemn'd, but a judging ot our 
neighbour's ſtate or perſon rathly and ri- 
gidly, cenforiouſly or uncharitably; e- 
ſpecially unrighteouſly and unjuſtly. And 
the reaſon ot the prohibition is added, 
It we judge others raſhly, God will judge 
us rightęeouſly. Learn thence, Thar a 
raſh and cenſorious judging of others, 
renders 


99-1 
renders a perſon liable and obnoxious to 
the righteous judgment of God. Note 
tarrher, That Chriſt doth not here forbid 
judicial judging by the civil magiſtrate, 
nor eccleſiaſtical judging by the church- 
governours, Whoſe office gives them au- 
thority ſo to do; nor does he forbid one 
chriſtian to paſs a judgment on the no- 
torious actions of another, ſeeing the 
duty of reproot cannot be performed 
without it: but it is ſuch a raſh and cen- 
ſorious judging our brother, as is void 
of charity towards him, as is accompa- 
nied with contempt of him; eſpecially if 
we have been guilty of the ſame or great- 
er ſins before him. 


3 And why beholdeſt thou 
the mote that is in thy brother's 
eye, but confiderel not the 
beam that 1s in thine own eye ? 
4 Or how wilt thou ſay to thy 
brother, Let me pull out the 
mote out of thine eye; and be- 


hold, a beam is in thine own 


eye? 


78 
eye? 5 Thou hypocrite, firſt 
calt out the beam out of thine 
own eye, and then ſhalt thou 
ſec clearly to caſt out the mote 
out of thy brother's eye. 


By the mote in our brother's eye, 1s 
to be underſtood ſmall and little fins, or 
ſome ſuppoſed fins: By the beam in our 
own eye, is meant ſome notorious tin of 
our own. Learn 1. That thoſe who are 
moſt cenſorious of the leſſer infirmities 
of others, are uſually moſt notoriouſly 
guilty of far greater failings themſelves. 
2. That thoſe who delire others ſhould 
look upon their infirmities with a com- 
paſſionate eye, muſt not look upon the 
tailings of others with a cenſorious eye. 
3. That there is no ſuch way to teach us 
charity in judging others, as to exerciſe 
ſeveriry in judging ot ourſelves. 


6 Give not that which 1s ho- 
ly unto the dogs, neither caſt 
ye your pearls before ſwine, left 

they 


they trample them under their 
feet, and turn again and rent 
you. 


By that which is holy, underſtand the 
word and ordinances in general; but 
admonition and reproof in particular: 
By dogs and ſwine, incorrigible and un- 
reclaimable ſinners, hardned ſcorners of 
holy things: tis a proverbial ſpeech, 
expreſſing how ſure charitable reprehen- 
ſions are to be caſt away upon incorrigi- 
ble ſinners. Learn 1. That tis poſſible 
for ſinners to arrive at ſuch a height and 
pitch in wickedneſs and in, that it may 
be a chriſtian's duty not to admoniſh or 
reprove them. Obſerve 2. How Chriſt 
provides, as for the honour of his word, 
o for the ſafety of thoſe that publiſh it. 
As Chriſt will not have his word ottered 
to ſome ſinners, leſt they ſhould abuſe 
it; ſo leſt they ſhould abuſe thoſe that 
bring it. When ſinners turn Rinith ſwines, 
and we are in danger of being rent by 
them, Chriſt himſelt gives us a permit- 
| lion to ceale reproving of them. 


7 Ask, 


| 
| 
| 
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7 Ask, and it ſhall be given 
you: ſeek, and ye ſhall find: 
knock, and it ſhall be opened 
unto you. 8 For every one 
that aſketh, receiveth: and he 
that ſeeketh, findeth: and to 
him that knocketh, it ſhall be 
opened. 9 Or what man 18 
there of you, whom if his ſon 
alk bread, will he give him a 
ſtone? 10 Or if he alk a fiſh, 
will he give him a ſerpent? 11 
If ye then being evil, know 
how to give good gifts unto 
your children, how much more 
{hall your Father which 1s 1n 


heaven give good gifts to them 
that alk bim 


Obſerve here, a precept and a pro- 
mile; the precept, or duty commanded, 
is importunity and conſtancy in prayer, 

we 


— — —— — as 


q 


BY 


we muſt ask, ſeek, and knock: The pro- 


miſe, or mercy inſured, is, audience and 
acceptance with God. Note 1. That man 
is a poor, indigent, and neceſſitous crea- 
ture ; full of wants, but unable to ſupply 
them. 2. That God is an all-{ufficienr 


good, able to ſupply the wants, and to 


relieve the neceſſities of his creatures, if 
they call upon him, and cry unto him. 
3. Let it we do not preſently receive 
What we ask, we mutt ſtill continue to 
ſeek and knock; though prayer be not 
always anſwered in our time, yet it ſhall 
never tail of an anſwer in God's time. 
4. That natural propenſity which we find 
in our breaſts, to hear the deſires, and to 
ſupply the wants of our own children, 
ought to raiſe in us a confident expecta- 
tion, that Almighty God will hear our 
prayers, and ſupply our wants, when we 
call upon him: if a father will give when 
a child asks, much more will God. IE 
ye. being evil, know how to give good 
gitts unto your children, how much more 
thall your Father which 1s in heaven give 
good things to them that ask him? God 
loves to be giving, and to give good gifts 
is his delight: but prayer is the key that 
opens both his heart and hand : yer nor 
every perſon, nor every prayer thall find 

I accepr- 


8 — — — — 
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acceptance with God, the perſon praying 
muſt be a doer of God's will, St. John 
Ix. 31. and not regard iniquity in his 
Heart, nor entertain any grudge againſt 
His neighbours; the matter we pray for 
muſt be What is agreeable to God's will, 
and the manner of our prayer muſt be in 
faith and with fervency, an unfainting 
perſeverance. | 


12 Therefore all things what- 
ſoever ye would that men ſhould 
do to you, do ye even ſo to them: 
ſor this is the law and the pro- 
phets. 


Obſerve here 1. An incomparable rule 
of lite. Always to do as we would be 
done by. Note, That the great rule of 
righteouſneſs and equity in all our deal- 
ings with men, is this; to do as we would 
be done unto; it is a ſhort rule, a full 
rule, and a clear rule; both the light of 
nature, and the law of Chriſt bind it 
upon us. Obſerve 2. The commendation 
of this rule, it is the law and the pro- 
phets; that is, the ſum of the Old Teſta- 
ment, ſo far as concerns our duty to our 
| neighbour, 


— — — — 
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neighbour, and the ſubſtance of the ſe- 
cond table. Learn, That it is the deſign 
of the ſcriptures of the Old Teſtament, 
firſt to render men dutiful and obedient 
to God, and then righreous and charita- 
ble one to another. This is the law and 
the prophets, yea, the whole of the law 
and the prophets, to love God above our 


ſelves, and to love our neighbour as our 
ſelves. | 


13 Enter in at the ſtraight 
gate; for wide 1s the gate, and 
broad 15 the way that leadeth to 
deſtruction, and many there be 
which go in. thereat: 14 Be- 
caule ſtrait is the gate, and nar- 
row 1s the way which leadeth 


unto life, and few there be that 
find it. 


Obſerve here 1. That every man is a 
traveller in a certain way. 2. That there 
are but two ways in which the race of 
mankind can travel; the one ſtrait and 
narrow, that leads to life and ſalvation; 

F 2 the 
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the other broad and wide, which leads 
to hell and deſtruction. 3. That becauſe 
of the difficulties in the way to falvation, 
and the eaſineſs of the way to hell and 
deſtruction ; hence it is that ſo few walk 
in the one, and ſo many in the other. 
J. That chriſtians having the ſtrait way 
ro heaven revealed to them in and by 
the word of God, ſhould chuſe rather to 
go in that way alone to life, than to run 
with the multitude in that broad way , 
which leads down to the chambers of 
Heath and hell. 5. That the metaphor of 
4 gate, denotes our firſt entrance into 2 
religious courſe of life, and its being 
{trait, denotes the difficulty that attends 
religion firſt : evil habits ro be put off, 
old companions in ſin to be parted with, 
but when faith and patience have once 
ſmoothed our way, love will make our 
work delightful to us. 


15 Beware of falle prophets, 
which come to you in ſheeps 
cloathing, but inwardly they 
are ravening wolves. 16 Ye 
ſhall know them by their fruits: 

Do 


\ 


\ 
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Do men gather grapes of thorns, 
or figs of thiſtles? 17 Even 
ſo every good tree bringeth 
forth good fruit: but a corrupt 
tree bringeth forth evil ſruit. 
18 A good tree cannot bring 
forth evil fruit: neither can a 
corrupt tree bring forth good 
fruit. 19 Every tree that 
bringeth not forth good fruit, 
is hewn down and caſt into the 
fire. 20 Wherefore by their 
fruits ye ſhall know them. 
Obſerve here 1. A caution given, Be- 
ware of falſe prophets. There were two 
ſorts of deceivers, Which our Saviour gave 
his diſciples a ſpecial warning of; name- 
ly, talſe Chriſts, and falſe prophets: falſe 
Chriſts were ſuch as pretended to be the 
true Meſſiahs; falſe prophets were ſuch as 
pretended ro own chriitianity, but drew 
people away from the ſimplicity of rhe 
goſpel. Obſerve 2. The ground of this 


caution, They come in ſheeps cloathing, 
"T3 bur 
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but inwardly are ravening wolves: that 
is, they make fair pretences to ſtrictneſs 
in religion, and to greater meaſures and 
degrees of mortification and ſelf-denial 
than others. Whence we learn, that ſuch 
as go about to ſeduce others, uſually pre- 
tend to extraordinary meaſures of ſan- 
ctity themſelves, to raiſe an admiration 
amongſt thoſe who judge of ſaints more 
by their looks than by their lives; more 
by their expreſſions than by their actions. 
What heavenly looks and devour geſtures, 
what long prayers and frequent taſtings, 
had the hypocritical phariſees, beyond 
what Chriſt or his diſciples ever practi- 
ſed? Obſerve 3. The rule laid down by 


_ Chriſt, whereby we are to judge of falſe 


teachers; By their fruits we ſhall know 
them. Learn, That the beſt courſe we 
can take to judge of teachers pretending 
to be ſent ot God, is to examine the de- 
lign and tendency of their doctrines, and 
the courſe and tenour ot their converſa- 
tions. Good teachers, like good trees, 
will bring forth the good fruits of truth 
and holineſs; but evil men and ſeducers, 
like corrupt trees, will bring forth error 


and wickedneſs in their lite and do- 
&trine. 


21 Not 
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21 Not every one that faith 
unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall en- 
ter into the kingdom of hea- 
ven: but he that doeth the will 
of my Father which is in hea- 
ven. 22 Many will lay to me 
in that day, Lord, Lord, have 
we not propheſied in thy name, 
and in thy name have caſt out 
devils? and in thy name done 
many wonderful works? 23 
And then will J profeſs unto 
them, I never knew you: de- 
part from me ye that work ini- 


quity. 


Not every one, that is, Not any one 
that ſaith, Lord, Lord, that is, that own- 
eth me by way of profeſſion, by way of 

rayer, and by way of appeal, ſhall be 

aved ; but he that doeth the will of my 
Father, ſincerely and univerſally. Learn 
hence 1. 'That multitudes art the great day 
ſhall be really diſowned by Chriſt, as 
F 4 none 
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none of his ſervants, that did nominally 
own him tor their Lord and maſter : 
many that have now propheſied in his 
name, ſhall then periſh in his wrath : 
many that have caſt out devils now, ſhall 
be caſt out to devils then: ſuch as have 
now done many wondertul works, ſhall 
then periſh for evil workers. Note 2. 
That a bare name and profeſſion of chri- 
ſtianity, without the practice of it, is a 
very inſufficient ground to build our 
hopes of heaven and falvation upon. A 
profeſſion of faith, and purpoſes of obe- 
dience, without actual obedience to the 
commands of God, will avail no perſon 
to ſalvation. 3. That gifts, eminent gifts, 
yea, extraordinary and miraculous gifts, 
are not to be reſted in, or depended upon 
as ſufficient evidences for heaven and ſal- 
vation. Giſts are as the gold which ad- 
orns the temple, but grace is like the tem- 
ple chat ſanctifies the gold. 


24 Therefore, whoſoever hear- 
eth theſe ſayings of mine, and 
doth them, I will liken him un- 
to a wiſe man, which built his 
houſe upon a rock; 25 And 

the 


1 
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the rain deſcended, and the 
floods came, and the winds blew, 
and beat upon that houl : and 
it fell not, for it was founded 
upon a rock. 26 And every 
one that heareth theſe ſayings of 
mine, and doth them not, ſhall 
be likened unto a fooliſh man, 
which built his houſe upon the 
ſand: 27 And the rain de- 
{cended, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew, and beat 
upon that houſe: and it fell, 
and great was the fall of it. 


Chriſt here ſpeaks of two houſes, the 
one built upon a rock, the other on the 
ſand ; theſe two houſes were alike skil- 
tully and ftrongly built, to outward ap- 
pearance ; while the ſun ſhone, and the 


weather was fair, none could diſcern bur 
that the houſe upon the ſand was builr as 
well, and might ſtand as long as thar on 
the rock; but when the rain 1ell, the 

founda- 
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foundation failed. 'Thus, where is the 
* with all his faith and fear, with 
all his ſhew and 8 of grace, in 
a wet and windy day? his goodly out- 
ſide is like the apples of Sodom, fair and 
alluring to the eye, but being touch. d in- 
ſtantly evaporate into duſt and ſmoak. An 
hypocrite ſtands in grace no longer than 
till he falls into trouble; and accordingly 
our Saviour here concludes his excellent 
ſermon, with an elegant ſimilitude: the 
wiſe builder, is not the frequent hearer, 
but the faithful doer of the word, or the 
obedient chriſtian; the houſe is heaven, 
and the hope of eternal life; the rock is 
Chriſt; the building upon the ſand, is 
reſting in the bare performance of out- 
ward duties; the rains, the winds, and 
the floods, are all kind of afflicting evils, 
ſufferings, and perſecutions that may be- 
fal us. Note 1. That the obedient be- 
liever is the only wiſe man, that builds 

his hopes of heaven 3 a ſure and a- 
biding foundation. Note 2. That ſuch 
profetſors as reſt in the out ward perfor- 
mance of holy duties, are fooliſh build- 
ers, their foundation is weak and ſandy, 
and all their hopes of ſalvation vain and 
uncertain. An outward profeſſion ot 
chriſtianity, though fer off by pr _ 

ying 
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ſying and doing miracles, will not avail 
any man towards his account at the great 
day, without that real and faithful, that 
univerſal and impartial. obedience to the 
laws of Chriſt which the goſpel requires. 


28 And it came to paſs when 
Jeſus had ended theſe ſayings, 
the people were aſtoniſhed at 
his doctrine : 29 For he taught 
them as one having authority, 
and not as the ſcribes. 


Here we have two things obſervable : 
1. The manner of our Lord's teaching, 
it was with authority ; that is, it was 
grave and ſerious, pious and ardent, plain 
and profitable. With what brevity, with- 
out darkneſs! with what gravity, with- 
out affectation! with what eloquence, 
without meretricious ornament, were our 
Lord's diſcourſes! the majeſty he ſhewed 
in his ſermons, made it evidently appear, 
that he was a teacher ſent of God, and 
cloathed with his authority. Obſerve 2. 
The ſucceſs of his teaching ; the people 
were aſtoniſhed at his doctrine: affected 


with 
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with admiration, believing him to be an 
extraordinary prophet. Learn, That ſuch 
is the power of Chriſt's doctrine, when 
accompanied with the energy of his Holy 
Spirit, that it makes all his auditors ad- 
mirers, yea, believers ; it cauſes aſtoniſh- 
ment in their minds, and retormation in 
their manners. | 5 


Soli Deo Gloria. 
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£#X89%S HE multitude and vaſt 
D T & variety of enſlaving ob- 
888 jets, with which in 

this life we are every 
where beſet, divert our thoughts 
and cool our love of heaven. 
It is therefore neceſſary to for- 
tify and rouſe ourſelves, that 
we may wake out of our delu- 
ding dream; and when we feel 
our ſouls rove and fall off, we 
may be able to bring them back 
ſpeedily, to God our true and 
chief Good. This conſidera- 


tion, 


E 

tion, and my fervent love of 
my God, not any raſh preſum- 
ptuous conceit of my own abili- 
ties, put me upon compiling 
this little book; that ſo I 

might have ſome pious © Tg 
tions always about me; collect= 
ed from the choiceſt ſayings of 
holy fathers ; the fervent read- 
ing . may warm me a- 


freſh with divine love, when- 


ever J ſhall feel that holy fire 
begin to languiſh in my heart. 
Aſſiſt me thereſore, O my God, 
in this well- intended 8 e 


ing; for thee, even thee, I ſeek, 


and love, and praiſe, and adore: 
with heart and mouth, and e- 


very faculty I have. 


My 


—_— —— -, 


7. 
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4 mind intirely dedicates 
itſelf to thee, gaſps and pants 
after thee, and covets no other 
bliſs than the ſight of her be- 
loved; taſtes no other pleaſure, 
but that which reſults from ſpeak- 
ing, hearing, writing, conferring, 
and perpetually dwelling upon 
the meditation of thee and thy 
glory: expectin 9 from theſe ſweet 
remembrances, ſome refreſhment 
and inward calm, 3 in the midſt of 
a tempeſtuous world. To thee 
therefore, O joy and defire of my 
heart, I cry aloud, and from the 
bottom of my . I call within, 
becauſe I know thee there ; for 
wert not thou in me, I ſhould not 
be at all; and were not 1 in thee, 
thou would'{t not be in me. But 


thou art in me, whenever in my 


G memory; 
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memory; from thence I know 
thee, and there I find thee, 
when I call to mind, and de- 
light myſelf in recounting thy 
glorious perfections, from, and 
by, and in whom all things 
ſubſiſt. 
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MEDITATION I. 


on GOD. 


SASSY OW ſweet, O gracious Lord, 


whoin wondertul kindneſs haſt 

© H ſo won o ſaved, enlivened, 
a and ſanctified, and exalted us, 
DOEDING how inexpreflibly ſweet are the 
thoughts and the remembrance of thee ! 
The more I dwell on theſe reflections, the 
more I eel my ſoul exhilerared and tranſ- 
ported with them. The excellencies of 


thy nature, and merciful diſpenſations of 


thy providence, I contemplate with the 
moſt abſtracted ſimplicity of thought, that 
my preſent ſtate is capable of; and feel 
the delights reſulting from them ſwell to 
a pitch, as high as this diſtance of a ſo- 
22 in a ſtrange land admits. More 


I cover earneſtly, 8 daily aſpire after, 
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and can but covet and aſpire after, during 


my confinement to a body of fleſh an 


frailty. I am wounded with the darts of 
thy love, and burn with eager deſire of 
ſeeing and being W united to 
him whom my ſoul longeth to enjoy. 1 
will therefore ſtand upon my guard, and 
take good heed to my ways; I will ting 
with the ſpirit, and I will ting with the 
underitanding, and exert my utmoſt acti- 
vity in ſetting forth the praiſes of him, 
who hath made me his own by a double 
title; firſt by creating, and then by re- 
newing and reſtoring my nature. My 


{foul thall mount above the higheſt hea- 


vens, and in deſire dwell with thee con- 
tinually ; that however. my bodily pre- 
ſence detain me here below, yet in my in- 
clinations and affections I may reſide a- 
bove, and ſo my heart be, where thou, its 
beſt and moſt deſirable treaſure, art. 
But pity, I beſeech thee, gracious Lord, 
the impotence and infirmities of thy ſer- 
vant, who, the more he contemplates 
thine infinite majeſty and goodneſs, the 
more conſcious he is of his diſability to 
raiſe up to the dignity of that ſubject. 
My heart is too narrow, and thy un- 
bounded excellencies, thy beauty, and 


power, and glory, and love, exceed the 


largeſt 
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largeſt comprehenſions of any humane 
mind. As the brightneſs of thy majeſty 
is unconceivable, 1o are the bowels of that 
everlaſting mercy, by which thou adopt- 
eſt them tor thine own children, and re- 
ceivedſt them to be one with thyſelf, 
whom thou at firſt createdſt out of no- 
thing. : | 

Conſider, O my ſoul, the greatneſs of 
this love, and the noble privileges accru- 
ing to thee from it: for if thou haſt juſt 


notions of theſe things, thou wilt be per- 


fectly convinced, hat if the enduring 
daily pains and ſickneſs, nay, it the tor- 
ments of hell itſelf tor a ſeaſon, were 


made the condition of beholding Chriſt 


in his glory, and being received into the 
number and ſociety of the bleſſed above; 
no ſufferings could be ſo exquilite,that they 
ought not to be gladly entertained, none 
which would nor find themſelves abun- 
dantly recompenced, by obtaining a por- 
tion in that tranſcendent telicity. What 
though the devils then lay wait tor us, 
and draw us into ſharp trials of our vir- 
tue; what though this body be macerated 
with taſting, fretted with ſackcloth, fa- 
tigued with toil, and dried up with want 
ot ſleep ; what though my enemy deride, 
or rail againſt, or create me miſchiet and 

G 3 diſquiet: 
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diſquiet : though cold, or want, or pain, 
or ſickneſs, wear out a tedious lite in 
ſighs and inceliant complaints; let my 
ſtrength be ſpent in heavineſs, and my 
years in mourning ; let me roar tor the 
very anguith of my heart, and my body 
have no ſoundneſs or whole part in it, 
828 I may find reſt in the day of tri- 

ulation, and rejoice at laſt in the feli- 
city of thy choſen, and give thanks with 
thine inheritance. 

For how can we eſteem that glory ac- 
cording to its worth, or what can be a 
purchaſe equivalent to that happineſs, in 
Which the tace of every righteous man 

ſhall ſhine as the fun in its ſtrength? 
When the Lord thai! reckon up his peo- 
ple, and diſtribute them into their re- 
ſpective ranks, and the degrees of bliſs 
ditiering from each other, in proportion 
to the good they have done in their re- 
ſpective bodies. When he ſhall put the 
faichful in poſſeſſion of thoſe promiſes 
they ſo long depended upon; and in ex- 
change for earthly, give them heavenly, 
for temporal and tranſitory, eternal and 
never- fading goods; and make them who 
have acquitted themſelves well in very 
little, rulers over much. Nothing ſure 
can be added to the happineſs of ok 

ay, 
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day, when the Lord ſhall introduce his 
holy ones into his tather's preſence, and 
to make them fit down with himſelf in 
heavenly places, that God may be all 
in all. 

O bliſs inexpreſſible, to ſee the ſaints, 
to be with them, to be one of them; to 
ſee God as he is, and to poſſeſs him for 
ever and ever! O ler this bliſs be often 
in our thoughts, always uppermoſt, nay, 
only in our delires: tor it deſerves the 
whole of us, and this is the method of 
inſuring it to ourſelves. For, if the 
greatneſs of the prize put you, as well it 
may, upon enquiring how you can ever 
hope to compals it, which way you can 
deſerve it, or what aſſiſtances are neceſſa- 
ry for this purpoſe, the anſwer is ſhort 
and ready. For God hath ſo ordained, 
that it is in every man's power to be 
happy, the kingdom of heaven ſuffers 
violence; to deſire, and reſolve, and en- 
deavour, and ſtrive, is to be qualified, 
and no man ever failed in his attempt, 
who was willing to take it by force. 

This kingdom is indeed an invaluable 
treaſure, but yet every man is capable ot 
being a purchaſer, becauſe the only price 
God expects for it is a man's ſelf. Give 
but yourſelf, and this will be looked up- 
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on as a conſideration ſufficient. And 
therefore never be diſcouraged at the diſ- 
proportion betwixt what you can pay, 
and what you can hope to receive : tor 
the purchaſe is paid by another hand to 
the utmoſt farthing. This was done 
when Chriſt gave himſelf; and he gave 
himſelt, that he might ranſom you, and 
make your heart a kingdom tor his tather 


to reign in. Deliver therefore yourſelf 


into his poſſeſſion, that tin may no longer 

reign in your body unto death, but that 

God may dwell and reign in you by his 

_ tor the attainment of everlaſting 
ite. 

How eager then, my ſoul, ſhould we be 
to return to that heavenly city, where our 
home and our privileges are, where we 
are free denizens, and have our names 
enrolled in the book of God? Since 
therefore we are {ellow-citizens with the 
ſaints, heirs of God, and joint heirs with 
Chriſt, let us very diligently repreſent to 
ourſelves the glorious advantages of theſe 
characters, and the bliſs of our native 
place, in the beſt light our preſent thoughts 
can ſet them. Let us cry out with the pro- 
phet of old, How excellent things are 
ſpoken of thee, thou city of God! All 
thy inhabitants are like them that ting, 

Beautitul, 
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Beautiful art thou for ſituation, and the 
Joy of the whole earth. Into thy gates 
enter neither old age, nor decay, nor mi- 
ſery ; no lame or maimed, no detormity 
or detect, bur all grow up into a pertect 
man, unto the meaſure of the ſtature of 
the fulneſs of Chriſt. 

What can be wanting, what be added, 
to the happineſs of that lite, which 1s 
never threatned with poverty or ſickneſs, 
never moleſted with wrongs or violence, 
with anger or envy, or exorbitant de- 
fires: where all the preſent neceſſities of 
nature ceaſe ; and the reſtleſs ambition of 


honour and power and riches find no 


place: where we are no longer in tear of 


any devil, or in danger of his tempta- 


tions, or in ſo much as a poſſibility of 
his torments : where neither body nor 
ſoul can die, bur both are endued with a 
lite everlaſting, ever delightful; no ca- 
ſualties, no malice, no quarrels or fac- 
tions, but univerſal agreement, profound 
peace, and pertect love: where the day 
never declines, bur a light as perpetual as 
it is glorious ? for that city hath no need 
of the ſun, neither of the moon to thine 
in it, but the glory of God doth lighten 
it, and the lamb is the light thereof. Nay, 
the ſaints too ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs 
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of the firmament, and they that turn ma- 
ny to righteouſneſs, as the ſtars for ever. 
Hence there 1s no night, nor darkneſs, 
nor clouds, no extremities of heat and 
cold, but ſuch a happy temper in all re- 
ſpects, as no eye hath teen, or car heard, 
neither hath it entered into the heart of 
any man to conceive ; except thoſe happy 
fouls whom their own experience thall 
inſtruct, and whoſe names are written in 
the book of life. To all which we may 
add the honour and happineſs of aflocia- 
ting with patriarchs and prophets, ' of 
converſing with apoſtles, and marryrs, 
and ſaints, and all thoſe dear relations 
and friends, who went thither betore us. 
Theſe are very glorious advantages, bur 
that which far excels them all is, that we 
ſhall ſee the face of God, and ever ad- 
mire and gaze upon, and rejoice in his 
excellent glory. O happineis ineſtima- 
ble, when we ſhall ſee God as he is in 
himſelf; when we ſhall fee him, and en- 
Joy him ourſelves, and when this ſight 
and fruition thall never have any inter- 
ruption, any end. 


II. An 
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Sagas 


II. 
An Act of Love and Devotion. 


Love thee, O my God, and deſire to 
love thee every day more fervently. 
For thou art heautiſul and amiable above 
the ſons of men, and deſerveſt an af- 
tection equal to thy own adorable and 
incomprehenſible excellencies. Equal to 
the marvellous inſtances of goodneſs, of 
which thy tender care tor, and unſpeak- 
able condeſcenſions in working out the 
eternal ſalvation of mankind, hath given 
ſuch plentiful, ſuch aſtoniſhing proots. 
O let that fire deſcend into my heart, 
which burns with a bright and holy flame, 
never languiſhing, never to be quenched. 
May every part of me teel the kindly 
heat, may it expand itſelf, and burn up 
every other paſhon ; that all the droſs of 
vain and polluted paſſions and deſires be- 
ing entirely conſumed, I may be turn'd 
all into love, and know no other object 
of that love, but thee alone, my deareſt, 

Iweeteſt, and moſt lovely Saviour. 3 
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By that moſt holy, that moſt precious 
blood, which thou wert content to ſhed 
upon the croſs for our redemption, grant 
me, I beſeech thee, the grace of a truly 
contrite and devout heart, at all times, 
but then eſpecially when I approach thy 
Majeſty in prayers and praiſes, and thank- | 
| commemorations of the myſterious 
methods of man's redemption, that moſt 
ſtupendous, moſt conſpicuous and ever- 
laſting monument of the Aivine mercy. 
When I, unworthy, I conſeſs, of ſo high 
a privilege, proſtrate myſelf before thy 
altar, and aſſiſt in that heavenly ſacrifice, 
which thou, my undefiled high-prieſt, hath _ 
inſtituted for a memorial and pledge of 
thy love, and tor the daily repair of thoſe 
breaches which ſin and frailty make upon 
our ſouls, by theſe frequent and lively re- 
reſentations of that death and patlion, 
y virtue whereof alone we are or can be 
ſaved. | | 
While I attend upon theſe holy myſte- 
ries, let my mind, I moſt humbly pray 
thee, be ſenſibly comforted, and my taith 
confirmed with the joys of thy bleſſed 
preſence. Let me find thee nigh at hand, 
and be affected as becomes one, who juſtly 
values the honour and happineſs of ſuch 
a union with thee. Let my ſpiritual de- 
| lights 
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lights be raviſhingly ſweet, my love of 
thee exceeding ſtrong and ardent, my 
inward hungrings atter thee retreſh'd. 
For thou art the bread of lite, every day 
eaten, yet ſtill whole, and never con- 
ſumed: Lord, grant me evermore this 
nouriſhment: thou art the light eternal, 
never eclipſed, never extinct: O ſhine 
in my heart, warm, enlighten and ſan- 
ctify me, that I may be a choſen veſſel 
for thy uſe, purged from all wicked filth, 
filled with all grace, and ever preſerving 
that tulneſs. So ſhall T ſpiritually teed 
upon thy fleſh, and feel my ſoul eftectu- 
ally ſuſtained in the ſtrength of this hea- 
venly repaſt; ſo ſhall I be nourithed unto 
lite indeed, and living of thee, and by 
thee, at laſt be conducted to thee, and 
for ever reſt in thee. | 
O banquet of love, heavenly ſweet, le 
my bowels be retreſhed by thee, my in- 
ward part overflow with the nectar of thy 
love, and my foul burſt out with zealous 
expreſſions of thy praiſe continually. My 
God is love itſelf, ſweeter than honey to 
my mouth, ſuſtenance and joy ; make me 
to live and grow 1n thee, and correct my 
vitiated palate, that I may truly relith 
thy heavenly delights, and loſe all taſte, 
all appetite for any other. Thou 1 the 
, OUL 
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ſoul of my life, the ſtaff of my hope, the 
end and ſum of all my deſires. O do 
thou poſſeſs my whole heart, preſide over 
every faculty, direct my underſtanding, 
exalr my attections, and quench the thirſt 
of my longing foul with thoſe rivers of 
pleaſures which flow at thy right hand 
tor evermore. Let every fleſhly and tur- 
bulent deſire be awed into ſilence, and all 
imaginations of things in heaven, and air, 
and earth, flee from before thee. Let 
dreams and fancied revelations ; let eve- 
ry word, and fign, and thought give 
way; and even the ſoul itſelf ſtand mute, 
go our of itſelf, and be employ'd in the 
contemplation of thee alone; tor thou 
art my hope and my only truſt: And, 
though the vileneſs of my own condition, 
and eſpecially the infinite faults and frail- 
ties ot my lite, might reaſonably ſhut me 
out from any hope, that ſo great and ho- 
ly a God ſhould admit ſo polluted a wretch 
into communion with him ; yet in regard 
the word of God hath condeſcended to 
dwell in my fleſh, and united his di- 
vine to our humane nature, I can with 
confidence look up to that powerful in- 
terceſſor at thy right hand, and will not 
doubt bur I thall one day be exalted to the 
lame bleſſed place, where my wg be! 
, N 5 Q 
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| - _ blood does in my Jeſus already fit trium- 
phant. To whom be praiſe and glory, 
honour and adoration, and thankigiving 
for ever. Amen. 


III. | 


An Act of Devotion and Love 
=o of GoD. F 


Bleſſed Jeſus, my ſacrifice and ran- 

8 ſom, the delight and deſire of my 
ſoul, God of God, mercifully aſſiſt che 
rayers of thy humble ſervant. On thee 
F call, to thee I cry with a loud voice, 
and from the very bottom of my heart. 
Thy preſence I invite into my ſoul, O 
enter there and fit it up tor thyſelf, that 
it may not offend thee by ſpot or wrinkle, 
or any ſuch thing, but be holy and with- 

out blemiſn. For ſure a clean dwelli 

only can be acceptable to the purity of 
ſo divine an inhabitant. Do thou there- 
fore ſanctify me, a veſſel made by thy 
own hand, and make me fit tor thy own 
uſe ; purge out all the remains of . 
neſs ; 


neſs; fill me with thy grace, and keep 
me ever in that fulneſs, that I may be 
built up a holy temple, an habitation ſuch 
as my God will nor dildain -here and tor 
ever. O ſweeteſt, kindeſt, deareſt, moſt 
powerful, moſt precious, lovelieſt and 
moſt beautiful Saviour! more delicious 
than honey, whiter than ſnow, of more 
value than gold or precious ſtones, and 
dearer to me than all the riches, and ho- 
nours, and pleaſures this world can af- 
ford. 

But what does all I have ſaid amount 
to, my God, my only hope, my unſpeak- 
able mercy ? What have 5 ſaid, my ſweet 
repoſe, my fure refuge, in all this? alas, 
I tay as much as I can, though in no de- 
gree what I ought, upon ſo glorious a 
ſubject. O that I were capable of ex- 
preſſing thy excellencics in as perfect and 
becoming a manner, as the melodious 
choirs of angels do in their perpetual 
conſorts of praiſe! How gladly would I 
then ſpend all my breath, and even war- 
ble out my ſoul in ſongs of thankſgiving ? 
With what ardent, what indefatigable 
devotion would I proclaim thy glories in 
the midit of thy congregations ! But if I 
cannot do ſo much as becomes me, is 
that a reaſon why 1 ſhould do nothing? 
Eh No, 
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No, I will exert my utmoſt powers, and 
ſpeak my beſt, though I can never ſpeak 
enough: for woe to them that are ſilent 
on this occalion ; ſince them who are wil- 
ling thou rendereſt able, making even the 
dumb to ſpeak ; and out of the mouths of 
very babes and ſucklings perfecting 
praiſe. Woe then to them who do nor 
employ their tongues to thy honour, ſince 
even the greateit maſters of eloquence, 
who uſe them moſt and beſt, yer in effect 
are dumb, and ſay nothing to purpoſe, 
when they do not employ their rongues 
to thy honour. 

Who can ſet forth thy greatneſs as it 
deſerves, O inexpreſſible power and wiſ- 
dom of the Father ? But, in regard no 
words are to be found ſufficient to de- 
clare the omnipotent and omnipreſent 
Word, I will at leaſt contrive the beſt 1 
can, and.go the greateſt length mortality 
is qualified for, till thou ſhalt receive me 
to thy own felt, and enable me to expreſs 
my praiſes in terms ſuitable to thy dig- 
nity and my duty. In the mean while it 
is my earneſt requeſt, that thou wouldſt 
meaſure my preſent feeble eſſays, not 
by what I ſay, but what I deſire to fay. 
For it 1s the moſt vehement with and 
longing of my ſoul, 1 give ſuch praiſes 
45 
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as I know are becoming ſo great a majeſty 


to receive, and a due homage tor a crea- 


ture to give. And thou, my God, who 
knoweſt the ſecrets of all hearts, and art 
conſcious to every motion of my foul, 
canſt bear me witneſs, that heaven and 
earth, and all that rherein is, are of ſmall 
conſideration with me in compariſon with 
thee. Whatever elle may challenge a 
place in my aliection, ceaſes to be ot any 
regard at all, and ought indeed to be ha- 
red, when put in the balance with my 
God. This is rhe real ſenſe of my ſoul, 
with ſuch unrival'd, ſuch a fervent paſ- 
ſion I love my God; and yet am ſenſible 
withal, that this is leſs than thy due, and 
therefore deſire above all things to love 
thee ſtill more and more. 

O grant that 1 may daily grow, and 
continue tor ever ſtedtaſt in thy love, that 


1 may pay thee all the affection I with I 


could, all I owe and ſhould pay; that 


thou may'it be my only aim and end, the 


only object of my thoughts. Let my 
days be ſpent in meditating upon thee 
inceſſautly; and my dreams preſent no 
other idea to my imagination: let my 
ſpirit conter with thee upon my bed, and 
remember thee alone when waking 1n the 
night ſeaſon. Let the light of thy coun- 
. tenance 
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tenance ſhine through every corner of my 
heart, that under thy government and 
conduct I may proceed from ſtrength to 
ſtrength, till at length I ſee the God of 
Gods in Sion; and whom I now can only 
take an impertect glimpſe of through a 
dark and broken glaſs, may then behold 
face to face, and know even as I am 
known. And fince this is a bleſſing pro- 
miſed in a peculiar manner to the pure in 
heart, I entreat thee, by all that good- 


neſs and compaſſion which hath delivered 


us from death eternal, let thy moſt pow- 
ertul holy union ſotten this rough, hard, 
rocky heart of mine, and render it ſuſ- 


ceptible of tender and good impreſſions, 


that the fire of compunction and holy 
zeal may be cheriſhed there continually, 
and render it a daily living facrifice unto 

thee. | 
Granr me the grace of an humble and 
contrite ſpirit, that I may come into thy 
preſence wathed clean with tears of godly 
forrow. And let my affections be ſo in- 
feparably united to rhee, that I may have 
no carnal delires lefr, but be utrerly cold 
and dead to this world. Let me not fo 
much as remember tranſitory things for 
the vehemence of that fear and love 1 
bear to God; that theſe momentary trifles 
K may 
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may no longer be matter of grief or joy, 
or concern to me; nor any flattering proſ- 

erity have power to byaſs or corrupt my 

eart, nor any terror ot adverſity to thake 
my conſtancy. And becauſe the love of thee 
is ſtrong as death itſelf, let this, I beſeech 
thee, entirely poſſeſs and ſwallow up my 
foul; let that {ſweet and holy fire con- 
ſume all the droſs of worldly attections, 
that I may cleave to thee alone, and make 
it my conſtant meat and drink to do thy 
will, and know no retreſhments but ſuch 
as flow trom the delighttul remembrances 
of thee. 

Send down, O Lord, ſend down into 
my heart thy precious odours, that I may 
be ravithed with the tragrance of my hea- 
venly ſpouſe. Let the delighrttul relith 
of thy ſweetneſs, excite in me holy and 
eager delires, and be in me a well of liv- 
ing water ſpringing up to everlaſting lite. 
Thy greatneſs, O my God, is unmeaſu- 
rable, and theretore the love of thee ought 
to be ſo too; for ture no bounds ought to 
determine the gratitude and praiſe ot thoſe 
whom thou haſt vouchfaſed to redeem 
with thy own moſt precious blood. O 
tender love of fouls! O mercitul Lord! 
O righreous judge, to whom thy father 
hath committed all judgment! Thou Ne 
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and haſt declared how fit it is, that the 
children of this world ſhould not in their 
generation be wiſer than the children of 
light ; that the ſons of night and darkneſs 
ought to be our pattern; and that it 1s juſt 
matter of reproach to us, if they ſhall love 
and purſue the periſhing riches and fleet- 
ing pleaſures and advantages with a more 
intenſe deſire, and more unwearied en- 
deavours than thy own ſervants ſeek and 
love the ſource and ſum of their true _ 
pineſs: even thee their God, who made 
them when they were nor, and redecmed 
them when otherwiſe it were better tor 
them nor to have been at all. 

And if one man love another man ſo 
tervently, it a ſpouſe be ſo fond of her be- 
loved, as not, without the utmoſt impa- 
tience, and even inconſolable grief, to 
bear the abſence of a friend ſo dear: What 
affection, what zeal, what ardent deſire 
of conſtant union, ought chat ſoul to ex- 
preſs, whom thou haſt betrorh'd and 
marry'd to thyſelf by faithfulneſs and 
mercies manifold ? how ought we to be 
converſing with and enjoying the great 
God, the moſt amiable husband, who hath 
loved us and ſaved us atter fo aſtoniſſing 
a manner, and tor our lakes done ſo many, 
ſo great, ſo kind, ſo wonderful things! 
For tho' the objects here below have in- 
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deed ſome delights peculiar to themſelves, 
which attract our hearts, and kindle affec- 
tions and delires proportioned to them ; 
yet do not they affect us atter the ſame 
manner, as thou our God, and the blefled 
objects above do. The righteous man re- 
Joices in thee, becaule the love of thee is a 
calm and ſweet reſentment. For every 
breaſt thus diſpoſed, is filled with an e- 
qual, ſecure and ſerene pleaſure. But the 
Jove of the world and the fleth is ruffled 
with anxious fears, and violent emotions: 
it utterly deſtroys the peace of the ſoul 
Where it takes poſſeſſion, and diſtracts 
them with cares and ſuſpicions, with jea- 
louſy and paſſions, and a thouſand unca- 
ſy apprehenlions. 

Mott juſtly, therefore, art thou the joy 
and delight of good men, becauſe 8 


art che only haven where they are at reſt ; 


and with thee alone is that life which 
brings quietneſs and aſſurance, ſettled and 
ſincere pleaſure. He that enters into 
thee, enters into the joy of his Lord, 
where tears of future evils have no place. 
Fixed in this moſt happy ſtation, and ſe- 


cure of change or danger, he can ſpeak 


comtort to his ſoul in theſe words of the 
Pſalmiſt, This ſhall be my reſt for ever, 
here I dwell, for 1 have a delight therein. 


And 
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And again, The Lord is my ſhepherd, 
therefore can I lack nothing: he ſhall 
make me to lie down in green paſtures, 
and ſend me forth beſides the ſtill waters. 

O that it might pleaſe my ſweeteſt, 
deareſt Jeſus, to fill my heart with ſuch 
a love ot him, as never can be quenched; 
to be ever preſent in my mind, * I may 
be all over love, and burn with perpe- 
tual deſires of his company and enjoy- 
ment. Let this deſire exalt my heart, and 
enable it ro throw olt that troubleſome 
load of worldly and ſenſual affections, 
which now obſtruct and preſs me down, 
and do but add to my miſeries, inſtead of 
eren, my inclinations. And, havin 
laid aſide this heavy weight, help me to 
run chearfully and apace after the odour 
ot thy ointments, ſtill keeping on my 
courſe without incumbrance or diverſion, 
till by thy gracious guidance I art laſt thall 
be received to thy ownſelt, there to be 
feaſted tor ever with the pleaſures of thy 
beauteous preſence. 

For two ſo different paſſions, a good 
and evil, a ſweet and bitter, cannot 
dwell together in the {ame breait. And 
therefore, if a man love any thing beſides 
thee, the love of God is not in him. O 
love of exquiſite pleaſure, and exquiſite 
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pleaſure of love ! love, all delight with- 
out allay of torment; love, chaſte and per- 
tect, whoſe bright flame never can be ex- 
tinct, but burns pure and cheartul to all 
eternity; my God, my Jeſus, who art 
love and pleaſure in the abſtract, inflame 
my every part with this holy fire, pour 
thy tranſporting joys, thy inexpreſſible 
comtorts and {ſweet raptures abundantly 
into my ſoul ; kindle there deſires chaſte 
and, holy, peaceful and calm, pleaſant 
and ſecure, that thus overflowing with de- 
light, and enflam'd with defire, I may 
love thee, my God, with all my heart and 
ſoul, and ſtrength : that thou may'ſt be 
always in my mind, and mouth, and 
ſight, at all times, and in all places; and 
ſo refreſh me, that no room may be left 
for any other, which are indeed no bet- 
ter than unfaithful and adulterous paſ- 
— 5 
Hear me, my God ; hear, thou light o 
my eyes, hear what I ask, and grant my 
petitions; and that thou mayeſt hear me 
eftectually, do thou inſpire and direct my 
petitions. O merciful and gracious Lord! 
let not my manifold offences ſtop thy ears 
againſt my prayers, nor ſhut out thy mer- 
cy from me: bur let thy ſervant obtain 
his requeſts, though not for any _— 
: 18 
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his own, yet for the ſake of his merits 
and intercethon in whom alone he truſts, 
and by Him alone preſumes to ask any 
thing; even the bleſſed Jeſus, the Son of 
thy love, the One, the powerful Mediator 
between God and man; who with Thee 
and thy bletled Spirit, liveth and reign- 
eth for ever. Amen. 


FFF 


IV. 
A devout Prayer to CHRIST. 


Lokp Jeſus, the Anointed of God, 

the Word of the Father, who 
cameſt into the world on purpoſe to fave 
ſinners! I conjure thee by the moſt en- 
larged bowels of thy indulgent mercy, 
ler me ceaſe to doevil, learn to do well, 
and reduce all my actions to rule and due 
order; take away from me whatſoever is 
offenſive to thee, and hurtful ro myſelf; 
and implant in me all thoſe virtues and 
graces which may conduce to my ſoul's 
advantage, and thy good-liking and ac- 
ceptance of me. Who can bring a clean 


thing out of an unclean, but thou alone? 
Thou 
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Thou art a God infinite in goodneſs and 
power, juſtitying the ungodly, quicken- 
ing them that lay dead in treſpaties and 
fins, (Eph. ii. 1.) changing the hearts of 
men, and forming them into new and dit- 
terent creatures. Thy eyes behold my 
many and great imperfections; look down 
upon them with an eye of pity, ſend 
down thy hand of compaſſion from above, 
and remove far from me whatever is 
diſpleaſing in thy fight. My ſpiritual 
health and diſeaſes are both in thy ſight, 
O ſtrengthen, I beſeech thee, and pre- 
ſerve the former, and in much mercy 
heal the latter. 

Heal thou me, bleſſed phyſician of ſouls, 
and ſo ſhall I be healed ; hold thou me 
up, thou Almighty preferver ot men, and 
ſo ſhall I be fate: thou who giveſt medi- 
cines tor, the cure of our ſickneſs, and ſuſ- 
taineft that health which is thy own ; thou 


Who repaireſt our breaches, and buildeſt 


up our decay'd ruins with a word of thy 
mouth. It thou think fit (as I hope thou 
wilt) to ſow the good ſeed in thy field 
my heart, the firit part of that bleſſed 
work muſt be to prepare and correct the 
foil, by rooting out the weeds and 
thorns of vicious habits and diſpoſitions, 
which elſe will choak the work, _ 

mare 
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make it unfruitful. O ſweeteſt, kindeſt, 
deareſt Jeſus! pour into me, I beg thee, 
the abundance ot thy love, that there 
may be no remains ot earthly or ſenſual 
deſires or thoughts in my breaſt, but thou 
and thy love may reign unrival d there, 
and poſſeſs my heart entirely. Write thy 
name 1n my mind, that thou and thy com- 
mands may be ever betore mine eyes. 
Kindle in my ſoul that holy fire which 
thou haſt ſent into the world, that it may 
melt away my drols, and quality me tor 
offering to thee the daily ſacrifice of a 
broken and contrite ſpirit. 

Sweeteſt Redeemer, as thou haſt given 
me the ſincere deſire, ſo give me the at- 
tainment ot thy chaſte and holy love, 
fervent as my deſire, and entire, as the 
fincerity with which I ask it. Let my 
head be waters, and mine eyes a foun- 
tain of tears, that theſe may ſpeak for 
me, and teſtity the greatneſs of my love, 
and the inward delights I teel, roo big 
to be contain d within my heart, and per- 

petually running over in tears of joy. 
frequently call to mind the devout 
addreſſes of thy ſervant Hannah, who 
came to thy tabernacle to beg a ſon from 
thee: and upon each rememembrance of 
her remarkable piety and perſeverance in 
| prayers, 
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prayers, I find my ſelf tormented with 
griet, and contounded with ſhame, for 
my own coldneſs and deadneſs in devoti- 
on. For, if the did not only weep, but 
continue weeping, in hopes of obtaining a 
fon ; what affectionate complaints, what 
meaſure of tears become my foul, which 
comes to thee in prayer, which ſeeks and 
loves my God and Saviour, deſiring to 
receive him, and be, receivd to him? 
What ſighs and groanings, what earneſt 
palpings, what impatient thirſtings ought 
Ito bring, who am in purſuit of my God 
day and night, and delire to love and to 
enjoy nothing but him only? O look then 
upon me, and extend thy mercy to me, 
tor the ſorrows of my heart are enlarged: 
permit me to taſte of thy heavenly com- 
torts, and do not diſdain that ſintul ſoul, 
for which thou didſt not grudge to die. 
Give me plenteouſneſs of tears flowing 
from an aftectionate heart, ſuch as, by 
lamenting, may prevail tor forgiveneſs 
of my tins, a releaſe from the bands 
with which 1 have ſo long been tired, 
and a godly ſorrow, which may produce 
Grind and eternal joy. Thar, it I can- 


not arrive to that exalted pitch of zeal, 
with ſome illuſtrious martyrs and conteſ- 
fors, and eminently devout men, whoſe 

bright 
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bright examples I deſpair of coming up 
with, may however not ſuffer myſelf to 
be out-done by the weaker ſex, but be 
admitted to a ſhare in thy kingdom with 
devout women. | 
Another inſtance of ſemale devotion 
comes alſo often into my remembrance : 
Her, I mean, whoſe vehement attection 
tor thee put her upon waiting at thy 
ſepulchre; who, though thy diſciples 
went away, would not depart with them, 
but ſat there weeping, and deploring the 
ſuppos'd loſs of her dear Lord; and 
riſing frequently, return d to ſearch the 
empty cave with anxious eyes, not truſt- 
ing her own ſenſes, but hoping and 
ſeeking ſtill, in deſpight of their former 
reports, to ſee him whom her ſoul loved. 
She had, no doubt, examined the grave 
with a moſt nice diligence before ; bur 
ſtill her paſſionate deſires could not be ſa- 
tisfied, that the had fought thee with 
ſufficient care. For that which crowns 
and recommends every good work, is 
the virtue of perſeverance. This perſon 
then, becauſe the. loved more than the 
reſt, and expreſſed that love by her 
weeping, and ſought thee carefully with 
tears, and ſtill continued ſeeking, not- 
wichſtanding ſo many former diſappoint- 
ments, 
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ments, obtain'd the preſerence above the 

reſt, and had the honour to find, and fee, 

and converſe with thee, before any other 
rſon whatſoever. 

Not only fo, but ſhe was made choice 
of to be the firſt preacher of thy glorious 
reſurrection. By her thou didſt impart 
the joytul tidings to thy diſconſolate diſ- 
ciples, and refreſh their memories with 
thy promiſe of viſiting them again, ſay- 
ing, Go tell my brethren, that I go into 
Galilee, there thall they ſee me. It then 
this woman wepr ſo tenderly, who fought 
the hving among the dead, and rouch'd 
thee with the hand of faith, how ſhould 
that ſoul be a ected, and how laſting 
_ ought that ailection to be, which believes 
in the heart, and contefles with the 
mouth, a glority'd redeemer enthron'd in 
heaven, and reigning over the whole 
world? What lighs and tears ſhould 
breath out from that heart, which loves 
nothing but rhee, and above all things 
tongs to gain a tight of thee : of thee, the 
only refuge and hope of the miterable, 
who art never addrefs'd to without a com- 
fortable expectation of mercy ? 

In this confidence I entreat thee, for 
thy own fake, and for the glory ot thy 
holy name, ro grant me tuch a _— 
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and affectionate ſenſe of thy goodneſs, 
and my own unworthineſs, that every 
time I think, or ſpeak, or read, or write 
of, upon every remembrance ot, every 
approach of my God and Saviour, in the 
ſacrifices of prayer and praiſe, my eyes 
may overflow with tears of remorſe and 
love. Thou the king ot glory, the teach- 
er and pattern of all virtues, haſt inftruct- 
ed us to weep, both by thy word, and 
by thy own example. Thou haſt ſaid, 
Blefled are they that mourn, for they 
ſhall be comtorred: and didſt thyſelf 
ſhed tears of compaſſion for thy deceas'd 
friend, and yet more abundantly for the 
ungracious city of thy people, and its 
approaching deſtruction. 

By thy moſt precious tears, and by all 
the wondertul inſtances of thy mercy for 
the relief of loſt mankind, I beg the grace 
of rears and godly ſorrow, which my 
foul vehemently thirſts after. I cannot 


attain to this, unleſs thou vouchſafe to 


give it me; tor it is thy Holy Spirit alone 
that can bring water out of rhis rock, and 
ſolten the hearts of harden'd ſinners. 
This thou haſt been pleas d ro communi- 


care freely to many primitive and emi- 


nent faints, whole pious footſteps I dare 
to tread in. Send down thy former and 
thy 
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thy latter rain, and water this dry ſoil 
with the dew of heaven, that I may with 
true compunction bewail my fin and mi- 
ſery; and kindle in my heart a fervent 
zeal, that I may be a burnt-aftering to 
thee, a ſacrifice of ſweet ſavour in thy 
preſence. And let my tears waſh that 
polluted offering, that it . be preſent- 
ed clean and pure. For of theſe I thall 
{till have daily need ; becauſe, though by 
the aſſiſtance of thy grace I conſecrate 
myſelt never ſo devoutly and entirely to 
thy ſervice, yet ſuch is my trailty, that 
ſtill in many things I ſhall offend. Grant 
me therefore this neceſſary grace, that 1 
may taſte of thy cup, and quench my 
thirſt, that my ſoul may ever pant after 
thee, and burn with the love of thee 
alone, regardleſs of any other object, and 
getting above the vanities of ſenſe, and, 

miſeries of the world. 
Hear me, my God, hearken, thou light 
of my eyes, grant me my requeſt, and 
rant me to ask ſuch things as thou de- 
ighteſt to give. Let not my manitold 
ottences ſtop the current of thy grace, 
Whoſe property 1s to be a God hearing 
prayer, and always to have mercy. Bur, 
according to the multitude of thy men 
| Q 
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do away mine offences, and think upon 
me, O Lord, tor thy goodneſs. 


\ he 


Another Prayer to the ſame 
purpoſe. 


Gracious Saviour, O merciful Lord 

Jeſus, who waſt pleas'd to die for 
our ſins, and riſe again for our juſtification, 
be alſo pleas d, by that glorious reſurrec- 
tion, I beſeech thee, good Lord, to raiſe me 
from the death of ſin to the lite of righte- 
ouſneſs; that ſo partaking now in the firſt 
and ſpiritual, I may be admitted to par- 
take of the bleſſed and literal reſurrection 


at the laſt day. Sweeteſt, kindeſt, dear- 


eſt Lord, moſt mighty king of glory, 
who haſt aſcended with great triumph un- 
to thy kingdom in heaven, and ſitteſt en- 
thron'd at the right hand of the Father; 
draw me up to thee; that by thy power- 
tul guidance, and more than magnerick 
torce, I may run after the odour ot thy 
ointments, and not faint, Draw this, 

\ 1 thirſty 
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thirſty ſoul to the rivers of eternal plea- 
ſure, to the fountain of living water, that 
I may drink my fill, and live tor ever, O 
God of my lite. 
They are thy own moſt comfortable 
words, if any man thirſt, let him come 
unto me and drink. O well of lite! 
make good that gracious invitation to thy 
unworthy ſervant, that I may continually 
drink of thee, and quench my eager thirſt- 
ings, and according to thy moſt true pro- 
mile, be ſo filld with thy holy Spirit, 
that out of my belly may flow ſtreams of 
living water. O well of life] give me x 
drink out of thy pleaſures as out of a 1i- 
ver, fatiate my foul with the delights of 
thy love, that I may loſe all relith tor : 
vain, and ſenſual, and worldly joys, and 
fix my thoughts and deſires on thee alone, 
and on thy ſweet mercies ; as holy Da- 
Void profeſſes of himſelf, I remembred 4 
thine everlaſting judgments, O Lord, 


and receiv'd comtort. 

Shower down upon me the fructifying 
graces of thy good ſpirit, which thou 
wert pleas'd to repreſent, by the waters 
Manns to be given to them that thirſt. , 

et all my deſires and endeavours make f 
up directly ro that bliſstul place, whither 
we moſt firmly believe thee to have gone 
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fotty days after the reſurrection. That 
nothing but my body may be detain'd any 
longer in this valley of miſery here be- 
low; but my ſoul and all its faculties may 
be with thee. That where my beſt, my on- 
ly treaſure is, my incomparable beit-be- 
lov'd Jeſus ts, there my heart may be alſo, 
In the diſmal deluge, the wide unfaithful 
ſea of this tempeſtuous lite, we are toſs'd 
and driven about by ſtorms that blow from 
every quarter; without port or ſhelter ; 
without one ſpot of dry ground for the 
weary dove to reſt her foot upon; no 
peace, no calm, no ſecurity; but rocks 
and quickſands, wars and contentions and 
enemies on every hide ; without are fight- 
ing, and within are fears. 

Thou haſt fram'd us out of a wonder- 
ful mixture ot different parts, and join'd 
heaven and earth together in one man. 
The earthly body pre:ieth down the foul, 
and hence the mind thus unequally cou- 
pled, is dragg'd back by its companion, 
moves heavily and is ſoon tir'd with its 
journey, nay, often languiſhes and ſinks 
down in the middle of irs courſe ; is rorn 
and wounded by the thorny cares and va- 
nities through which its way lies; bruis'd 
by the roughneſs of the patlage : hungry 
and hard beſtead, and often ready to 15 

I 2 vil 
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Triſh with thirſt, in this dry, barren, de- 
folate wilderneſs. Nor have I where- 
withal to fatisty its cravings, being, alas! 
poor and deſtitute of my ſpiritual com- 
torts. Therefore I flee to thee, my Lord 
and God, rich in mercies, and a bounti- 
tul giver of good giſts; imploring food in 
my neceſſity, retreſhment for my weari- 
neſs, balm tor my wounds, and guidance 
tor my wandrings. Behold, my foul 
{tands at the door and knocks : O let that 
render mercy of my God, whereby thou 
glorious day-ſpring from on high hath 
viſited us, open to this importunate beg- 

ar! extend thy charity, and in a mar- 
vellous condeſcenſion take him in, that he 
may find refre ſhment and ſweet repoſe in 
thee, and be fed with the bread of lite, 
the bread of heaven : that thus ſuſtained 
and ſtrengthned, he may climb up the hill, 
and mounting on the wings of holy zeal, 
may be convey 'd from this valley of tears, 
to the joys ol the celeſtial kingdom. 

O that my foul could fly like an eagle, 
bold and ſtrong, without making any 
ſtop, or perching by the way, till it arrive 
at the beauries ot thy houſe, and the place 
where thine honour dwelleth! that it 
might feed there at the ſumptuous table 
which thou haſt prepared tor the citizens 
OL 
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of the heavenly Jeruſalem ; and be led 
torth by its divine thepherd into pleaſant 
paſtures, watered by truittul ſtreams ; that 
1o this heart, this tempeſt-beaten heart, 
might be brought ar laſt into harbour, 
laid up and reit ſecure in thee, my 
God ! 

O thou, who didſt command the winds 
and the ſea, and there was a great calm, 
come down and walk upon the waves of 
my heart, that all its tumultuous paiſions 
may be compoſed into a profound tran- 
quillity! that all may unite into that one 
of love, and that love be determined up- 
on its own proper object, even thee my 
chief, my only good; that I may contem- 
be. the delight of my eyes, my dear 
Lord, clearly and without interruption, 
free from the miſts and duſts of trouble 
and contus'd thoughts. Let my ſpirit 
take ſanctuary under the ſhadow of thy 
Wings, and there be protected from the 
ſcorching heats of worldly cares; that 
lying cloſe under that ſhelter, it may 
ling ſecurely with thy holy Pfalmiſt, L 
will lay me down in peace, and take 
my reſt, for it is thou, Lord, only that 
makeſt me dwell in fatery. f 

Arm my ſoul with the wings ot. 
contemplation, that it may ſoar up to 
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thee: and, becauſe my frailty, without 
thee, cannot but fall, ſupport my ſoul, 
that it ſink not into the bottom of this 
dark vale of ſenſe: let not any inter 
ſition of the earth eclipſe the ſun of 
righteouſneſs, and obſtruct the influence 
of his refreſhing beams, but let his light 
direct, and his cheriſhing heat warm my 
frozen heart in my proſpects and pur- 
ſuits of high and heavenly things. For, 
from this inſtant I deſire to bend my 
courſe to the joys of eternal peace, and 
leaving the clouds and ſtorms of theſe low- 
er regions of the air, aſpire to the quiet 
and ſerene, the bright and bliſsful man- 
ſions of ætherial light above. 

Hold thou up my heart with thy mighty 
hand, for without thee it cannot mount 
upward: I haſten to the place where 
ſweeteſt and moſt protound peace reigns 
undiſturbed : O do thou FI. and govern 


my flight, that by thy guidance I may 


come into thoſe truittul paſtures, where 
thou feedeſt Iſrael with eternal truth; 
that my mind may dwell upon thee, the 
ſupreme wiſdom, who penetrateſt and 
governeſt all things. But while I aim 
at this aſcent to thee, I find many objec- 
tions and obſtructions to my delign: do 


thou, I beſcech thee, remove and ſilence 


them 
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them all: command, and the tempeſt 
will be ftill: let my ſoul poſſeſs it felt 
in quietneis, and tilentiy paſs over all cre- 
ated objects to fix on thee: there, in her 
great creator, let her eyes of taith, her 
deſires, her hopes and thoughts, im- 
moveably reſt ; and no object ever divert, 
none entertain her, but her true and chiet 
good, her exquiſite and endleſs joy. 
There are, indeed, many contempla- 
tions, in which a devout mind feels won- 
dertul ſatisfaction; but never can it attain 
to that ſweet tranquillity and delight, as 
when it medirates on thee alone. For, 
O how great is thy goodneſs, and how 
reat is thy beauty! and how tranſport- 
ing are thoſe ſecret pleaſures which over- 
flow the hearts of thy beloved, who love, 
and feek, and delire to know nothing 
but thee ! happy are they who have no o- 
ther hope : happy, whoſe conſtant em- 
ployment is praying to, and converſing 
with thee: happy, whole ſolitude is 
ſpent in awful ſilence, and heavenly rap- 
tures, and conſtant watchtulneſs over 
_ themſelves: happy, who, even while in 
this trail body, anticipate, ſo far as their 
condition will allow, the inettable ſweet- 
neſs of their future glories. 
By thoſe life-giving wounds which 
| 4 thou 
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thou didſt condeſcend for our ſalvation to 
ſutter on the croſs, thoſe wounds, from 
whence ftreamed forth that precious 
blood by which mankind are redeemed 
from death eternal; wound, I beſeech 
thee, this ſinful ſoul of mine, for which 
thou didſt not diſdain to die: ſtrike it 
through with the fiery dart of thy moſt 
tervent love, which nothing can reſiſt: 
For the word of God is quick and pow- 
ertul, and ſharper than any two-edged 
ſword, piercing the joints and marrow : 
ſtrike therefore, gracious Lord, ſtrike 
this hard heart of mine to the very 
quick; and let the waters of penitent and 
aftectionate tears flow out in great abun- 
dance. Let me lament my preſent mi- 
ſeries day and night, and find no com- 
fort till I am allowed to behold my faireſt 
and beſt-beloved ſpouſe my Lord and my 
God, in his heavenly bed-chamber. That 
there, for ever gazing on thy beauteous 
face with thy choſen, I may fall down 
and adore thy majeſty : and, tranſport- 


ed with rapturous and inexpreſſible joy, 


may cry out with them that love thee, 
Behold, I ſee what I have long deſired, 
I am in full poſſeſſion of my hopes; I am 
inſeparably united to him in heaven, 
Whom upon earth I loved with a moſt ea- 


= 
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ger and impatient, a moſt ſincere and un- 
divided attection : this is he whom my 
ſoul ſo earneſtly panted after, he whom 
I will praiſe and bleſs, and moſt devout- 
ly adore ; he, who liveth and reigneth 
my God for ever and ever. Amen. 
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VI. 
A Prayer in time of Affliction. 


OOK down, O Lord, with pity 

and compaſſion upon a moſt miſe- 

rable ſinner, doing the things he ought 
not, and enduring the things which he 
hath moſt juſtly deſerved, every day 
multiplying his offences, and ſmarting 
daily under thy correcting rod for them. 
When I reflect upon my many and great 
provocations, I cannot but confeſs my 
ſullerings light and gentle in compariſon ; 
and own they do by no means bear pro- 
portion to What I have incurred, and 
might expect. Righteous art thou, O 
Lord, and juſt are thy judgments. Yea, 
juſt and faithful is my God, and there is 
no iniquity in him. Thou ſendeſt afflic- 
f tion, 
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tion, but thou ſendeſt it upon creatures 
and upon ſinners, and canſt not theretore 
be charged with injuſtice or cruelty. 
For what is the utmoſt we groan under? 
How does this declare thy power, in 
compariſon of that almighty inſtance ot 
it, which commanded us into being, when 
we were not? How does this deſerve the 
imputation of rigour, when ſer againſt 
that infinite mercy, which in e 
pity redeemed and reſtored us to happi- 
neſs and life, when ſin had reduced us to 
a condition ſo loſt and deſperate, that 
even our being was become a curſe ro 
us? 

I am abundantly convinc'd, that the 
events of this lite are not left to the raſh, 
uncertain hits of blind chance, but under 
the ſteddy. governance and wiſe diſpoſal 
of thy good providence. I know thou 
loveſt and takeſt care of all thy creatures, 
but more eſpecially thy faithful ſervants, 
who repoſe all their hope and confidence 
in thy mercy, and in this confidence do 
chearfully commit themſelves, and all 
their affairs ro thee. In this perſuaſion 
I moſt humbly pray thee, that thou 
wouldſt deal with me not according to 
my fins, which have made me obnoxious 
to thy angry juſtice, but after thy own 


great 


_ 
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great mercy, which far exceeds not only 
mine, but the whole world's offences. 
And may it pleaſe thee, when thou think- 
eſt fit to ſcourge my outward man, to 
ſtrengthen my inward with the grace of 
conitancy and unwearied patience : that 
even in the bittereſt anguith of my ſoul, 
thy goodneſs may ſtill be acknowledged 
moit rhanktully, and thy praiſe at no tune 
deparr out ot my mouth. Piry me, O 
Lord, and help me, according to what 
thou ſeeſt neceſlary tor me both in body 
and foul. Thou knoweſt all things, and 
canſt do all things, and hiveſt for ever, and 
therefore wilt, IJ hope, conſider my needs 
and my infirmities, and extend mercy and 
relief in thy own time, and thy own 
way, which is always ſure to be beſt and 
and moſt expedient for us. 


ee eee eee eee 


VII. 


A devout Prayer for Pardon 
of Sins. 


Lonp Jeſus Chriſt, Son of the li- 
ving God, who didſt with hands 
| . ſtretched 
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ſtretched out upon the croſs, ſubmit to 

drink the bitter cup of ſutterings incon- 

ceivable, for the redemption of all man- 

kind, vouchſafe to hear and help me this 

day. Behold a wretch in extreme pover- 

1 ty, addreſſing to the endleſs creatine of 
5 thy rich mercy: O ſend me not away 
| 


empty and deſpiſed ! I come with all the 

cravings of ſpiritual hunger, let my ſoul, 

I pray thee, be filled with good things; 

at leaſt deny me not ſome ſuſtenance. 

And, firſt of all, my deareſt Saviour, 

I freely turn my own accuſer, and do fo 

conteſs againſt myſelt all thoſe tranſ- 

greſſions and pollutions which render me 

1 unworthy of the leaſt of thy mercies. 

Behold I was ſhapen in wickedneſs, and 

| in ſin did my mother conceive and bear 

| me: but from this defilement thou haſt 

been pleas'd to waſh and ſanctity me. 

O that I had been as careful to preſerve 
my purity | but with ſhame I own, I have | 

defiled myſelf anew with more and 

greater, and more inexcuſable ins. Thoſe 

1 was born 1n, I could not prevent; they 

were not my fault ſo much as my mis- 

fortune ; bur the filth I have wallowed in 

ſince, was entirely of my own choice and 

contracting, and the tranſgreſſions I am 


molt concern'd for, have been in the 
ſtricteſt 
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ſtricteſt ſenſe my proper act and deed. 
Nay, to add yet more to my contu- 
ſion, I cannot bur call ro mind the great 
advantages of doing better, which thou, 
according to thy wonted mercies, haſt 
been pleaſed to afford me. Thou haſt 
ſeparated me from the converſation of 
ſinners, and put into my heart good reſo- 
lutions of avoiding their ſeducements, 
and following thee ; of aſſembling with the 
generation of them that ſeek thy face, 
and walk in the paths of righteouſneſs; 
of abandoning a ſenſual, and devoting 
myſelf ro a mortified and ſpiritual and 
divine life. And J, inſenſible and un- 
rateful wretch that 1 am, in return for 
ſuch ineſtimable benefits, have, even ſince 
my entrance upon this better courſe, done 
many and grievous things againſt thy ho- 
ly laws, and my own good intentions: 
inſtead of amending and forſaking my 
lins, I have added greatly to their num- 
ber. Thus have I dithonoured my God, 
and ſtained and detaced that image of his 
in which I was created, with pride and. 
vain-glory, and many other natural de- 
. formicies, with the ditmal proſpect of 
which my poor foul is tormented and 
afflicted, wounded and deſtroyed. 1 
Behold, O Lord, my wickedneſſes, 
are 
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are gone ovef my head, and are become 
like a ſore burden, too heavy for me to 
bear. And unleſs thou, whoſe property 
is always to ſpare, and to have mercy, be 
pleas'd to put forth thy hand, and ſupport 
me from ſinking, I ſhall be itrecoverably 


loſt, and ſwallow'd up in the great deep. 


 Hearken, O Lord, to my cry; look 


down and behold my miſery, how 
proudly the adverſary of ſouls inſults a- 
. me, ſaying, God hath forſaken 
im, I will purſue him, and take him, 
for there is none to deliver him. But 
thou, O Lord, how long wilt thou for- 

t me? Turn, I beſeech thee, and de- 
iver my ſoul; O ſave me for thy mer- 
cies ſake. Have compaſſion on thy child, 
whom thou haſt made ſuch, at the ex- 
pence of infinite travail and pain, and do 
not ſo tar remember my wickedneſs, as 
to ſorget thy own goodneſs. What fa- 
ther is he, that will refuſe to reſcue his 
{on from deſtruction? or, what ſon is he 
who never offends, and whom the moſt 


affectionate parent chaſteneth not with 
the rod of his love? 

Conſider therefore, O my Lord and 
Father, that though I am a tinner, I am 
{ill thy foul, I cannot ceaſe to be ſo by a 
double title, for thou art the author and 

giver, 
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giver, not only of my firſt and natural, 
but of my ſecond, my ſpiritual and better 
life. Since therefore I have ſinned, cor- 
rect me as thou ſeeſt expedient : but when 
thy corrections have retorm'd me, deli- 
ver me up to thy Son. Can a mother for- 
get the fruit of her womb? nay, cho 
the ſhould torger, yet thou, our kinder 
Father, haſt declared, that thou wilt not 
forget thy children. Behold I cry, and 
thou hearkeneſt not, I am tormented, 
and thou comforteſt me not. What ſhall 
I do, or to whom ſhall I betake myſelf, 
when deſtitute of my only ſupport, and 
caſt out of the ſight ot thine eyes? O 
wretched creature, how great is the hap- 
ineſs from which, how great the miſery 
into which I am fallen! Whither was I 
oing, and whither am I ar laſt come? 
Where am I, and where am I not? What 
bliis was I making up to, and what hor- 
rors do I groan under? Iaim'd at peace 
and joy, but behold perplexity and mi- 
ſery. I die, and my Jeſus is not, with 
me; and ſure better it were for me not 
to be at all, than to be without my Jeſus; 
better not to live, than to live without 

him, who 1s the very lite of my life. . 
But. O my deareſt Jeſus, where are 
thy tender mercies, and thy loving kind- 
neſſes 
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neſſes which have been ever of old? will 


the Lord keep his anger for ever, and 
will he be no more entreated ? be favour- 


able, I beſeech thee, and turn not now 


away thy face from him, for whoſe re- 
demption thou didit not turn it away 
heretofore, from ſhame and ſpitting. I 
confeſs, O Lord, that I am a ſinner, a 
great and grievous {inner : my conſcience 
reproaches me with guilt continually, and 
ſets before mine eyes that hell and dam- 
nation, which, I am ſadly ſenſible, are 
the deſerv'd wages of my evil doings. I 
know too no remorſe, no repentance of 
mine can be a ſufficient ſatisfaction to thy 
oftended juſtice; and theretore I take 
ſanctuary in thy mercy alone ; that mer- 
cy Which can never be over-power'd by 
any greatneſs, any number of offences. 
Do not, I beſeech thee, moſt mercitul 
Lord, ſtill write bitter things againſt me, 
nor enter into judgment with thy ſervant, 
bur, according to the multitude of thy 
mercies blot out all my offences. O hat 
will become of me at that dread ful day, 
when the books of all conſciences ſhall be 
laid open, and the judge ſhall ſay ot me, 
this is the man, and theſe are his works! 
What ſhall I do, or whither ſhall I flee, 
when the heavens ſhall declare my un- 
righteouſneſs, 
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righteouſneſs, and the earth ſhall riſe up 
againſt, and open her mouth upon me ? 
alas ! I ſhall not have one word toalledge 
in my own vindication or excule, no plea 
to make in bar to ſentence _ upon 
me; but with a guilty and dejected coun- 
tenance, ſtand trembling ad amaz d be- 
fore thy judgment: ſeat. 

O miſery, miſery ! what ſhall I ſay? T 
will cry unto thee, my Lord and God; 
for why ſhould I perith, and languith a- 
way in ſilence; and yet if I ſpeak, my 
pains will not be aſſwag' d? and it I hold 
my peace, I am wrack'd with ſecret an- 
guiſh. Mourn, my foul, mourn and 
weep, like a diſconſolate widow, over 
the husband of thy youth. Howl, 
wretched thing, and lament, becauſe thy 
ſpouſe, thy Chriſt, hath divorc'd thee in 
his diſpleaſure. Nay, but, O mighty a- 
venger, do not let looſe thine indigna- 
tion upon me; for it is not in the nature 
of a mortal to ſuſtain the power ot thy 
wrath. Have mercy, leſt Pink in utter 
deſpair; and, when my guilty reflections 
deject me moſt, let me find ſome retrething 
glance of hope, that I be not quite ſwal- 
low'd up in guilt and contution. Tis 
true, I have loſt that innocence which 
thould preſerve me, and given thee jutt 

K reaton 


. — no. ni — 


n n. . an 


[ 341 


reaſon to damn me; but thou haſt not, 
canſt not have loſt that property, which is 
us'd to prevail for the ſalvation of thoſe 
who have deſerv'd damnation. 

Thou, O Lord, willeſt not the death 
of a ſinner, neither haſt thou any plea- 
ſure in the deſtruction of him thar dieth ; 
ſo far from that, that thou thyſelf haſt 
dy'd to the intent that they who before 
were dead 'might live. Thy death hath 
kill'd the death of ſinners, and from that 
inſtant thou diedſt, their life commenc'd. 
Since therefore our living depended up- 
on thy dying, ſuffer me nor, I beſeech 
thee, to die, now thou art reſtor'd to lite 
tor evermore ; bur it thy death reconcil'd 
me, much more let thy lite ſave me. 
Send down thy hand from above, and 
deliver me from the hand of mine ene- 
mies, let them not triumph over me, nei- 
ther let them ſay, we have devour'd 
him. | 

Who, bleſſed Jeſus, who can ever ſuf- 
fer himſelf to diſtruſt thy mercy and 
goodneſs, aſter having reconciled us to 
God, and ranſom'd us from hell and 
death, with thy own deareſt blood, even 


. When we were rebels and declared ene- 


mies? Under the ſhelter of this mercy I 


dare approach the throne of grace, and 
thus 
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thus protected and encouraged, I run, I 
call, ; cry for pardon, and knock impor- 
tunately, inceſſantly, till thou open, and 
take pity upon me. For if thou didſt of 
thy own mere motion call us to a pardon 
which we never fought, how ſhall we 
not much rather obtain a pardon upon 
our own requeſt, and that requeſt ground- 
ed upon encouragements, and commands, 
and promiſes, which thou thyſelf haſt 
given us? 

Look not upon me therefore, ſweeteſt 
Saviour, 1n the capacity of a ſinner, which 
would awaken thy juſtice ; but conſider 
me as thy creature, and let that ſoften 
and enlarge the bowels of thy mercy. 
Remember not thine anger, to which 
guilt hath made me obnoxious, but re- 
member thy never-tailing compaſſions, of 
which my miſery renders me a fit object. 
Overlook my pride, which incenſed thee, 
and obſerve my humiliry and affliction, 
which implores thee. And what indeed 
is Jeſus but a Saviour? by the importance 
of thy bleſſed name, and by all that 
goodneſs which ſo fully anſwer'd its 
moſt extenſive ſignification, ariſe, I con- 
jure thee, to help me, and ſay to my 
poor foul, I am thy ſalvation. I enter- 
tain very aſſur'd expectations of thy 
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bounty, becauſe thou haſt taught me to 
ask, and ſeek, and knock: and therefore 
what I do is not an act of bold and raſh 
preſumption, but of becoming truſt and 
faithful obedience. | 
Thou therefore, Lord, who com- 
mandeſt me to ask, grant that I may re- 
ceive; thou haſt put me upon ſeeking, let 
me be happy in Gallas ; thou haſt bidden 
me knock, open when I do ſo; ſtrengthen 
a weak, reſtore a loſt, raiſe and quicken 
a dead wretch ; and be graciouſly pleas'd 
to direct and govern my ſeveral faculties, 
ſenſe, thoughts and actions, in doing 
that which is well-pleaſing in thy fight : 
that for the future, I may ſerve thee, 
live to thee, and entirely devote myſelf 
to the obedience of thee. I know, O 
Lord, the whole of what I am is thy due, 
as my creator; I am ſenſible that more 
than I am is thy due, as my redeemer. 
And, had I ir, I ſhould owe thee as much 
more than I am, as thou, who gaveſt thy 
ſelf to be man for my fake, art greater 
than the man for whom thou wert given. 
But this poor Self is all I have to offer 
in return, and even this I could not offer 
without thee : accept me therefore, I be- 
ſeech thee, and draw me to thy felt, 
that I may from henceforth be thine by 
uni- 
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imitation and reſemblance, by obedience 
and love, who am already all thy own, 
as thy creature, and thy purchaſe. Even 


thine, O ſweeteſt Saviour, who liveſt 
and reigneſt for ever and ever, Amen. 
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VIII. 
A uſeful Prayer. 


Lord God Almighty, Three Per- 

ſons, and One Subſtance, eternal 
and omnipreſent, before all, and in all, 
God bleſſed for ever; I conſecrate to 
thy uſe, and commit into thy cuſtody, 
this day, and for my whole lite, my bo- 
dy and my ſoul, my ſight and hearing, 
my taſte, rouch, and ſmelling; all my 
thoughts and affections; my words and 
actions; all without, and all within me; 
my ſenſitive and intellectual faculties; 
my imagination and memory; my faith 
and my perſeverance; beſeeching thee in 
mercy to take charge of them day and 


night, and guard them ſafe from all the 


dangers and temptations which beſet me, 
and attempt to enter at theſe avenues 
every hour and moment. Hear me, O 
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- bleſſed holy Trinity, and preſerve me 
from all evil, and all ſcandal, and eſpe- 
cially from all deadly fin. Protect me 
from the ſubtle treachery, and violent 
aſſaults, and perpetual hoſtilities of evil 
ſpirits, and ſhield me from the malice of 
Il my enemies, viſible and inviſible; 
and, under thy mighty protection, con- 
duct me fate at laſt ro thoſe bliſsful man- 
ſions, which thou haſt. prepared for them 
that love thee, inhabited by patriarchs 
and prophets, apoſtles and martyrs, con- 
feſſors and virgins, all the holy men and 
women who have walked in thy fear, and 
done the will of their heavenly Father 
faithfully from the beginning ot the world. 
Root out from me, I pray thee, all 
confident boaſting, ſpiritual pride, arro- 
yu and haughtineſs of ſpirit, and beat 
own my foul with true compunction tor 
my ſins, and a profound unaffected hu- 
mility. Open a vent for the tears of 
repentance ; and, when thou haſt ſotten'd 
this rock within my breaſt, let thoſe 
ſtreams guſh out abundantly. Deliver 
me, O Lord, from the ſnare of the hunt- 
er, and give not my foul up a prey to 
them that ſeek its ruin, but keep me ever 
fate and ſtedfaſt in the performance of 
thy will. Teach me to do the thing that 
1 pleaſech 
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pleaſeth thee, for thou art my God. 
Give me a right judgment, and a perfect 
underſtanding of divine truths, that I 
may have worthy 3 of thy 
unmeaſurable goodneſs. Direct my pray- 
ers to thee on all occaſions, and let me 
ask ſuch things as thou delighteſt to 
ive, and are beſt for me to receive. 
Kindle in my heart a holy zeal, ſuch as 
may incline thy mercy effectually ro blot 
out the remembrance of all my paſt of- 
fences committed againſt thy divine ma- 
jeſty. O Lord, hear; O Lord, hearken 
and do; deter not for thy own ſake, O 
my God. If thou rejecteſt my petitions, 
and turneſt away thy face, I die; if thou 
ſheweſt the light of thy countenance, I 
am renewed to lite. It thou regard my 
righteouſneſs only, this, alas! is no bet- 
ter than filth and pollution, and I ſhall 
be on thy account no better than a loath- 
fome carcaſe. Bur if thou look upon me 
in thy mercy, this raiſes my dead putri- 
fy'd body from the grave of fin, and 
breaths into me again a lite of righteouf- 
neſs and hope. Remove far from me 
whatever is odious and offenſive to thy 
pure eyes, and plant in me a ſpirit of 
charity and cleanneſs, that I may lift up 
holy hands in a and not bring ſuc 
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a ſacrifice as is an abomination to my God. 
Put away from me all hurtful things, and 
give me ſuch as be profitable for me. O 
thou bleſſed phyſician of ſouls, grant me 
balm for my wounds, and proper medi- 
cines to heal my ſpiritual diſeaſes. Poſ- 
ſeſs my heart with thy fear, with meek- 
neſs and reverence, grant me unfeigned 
faith, a clean conſcience, and a true cha- 
rity, a tender regard to the good of my 
brethren; let me never favour nor forget 
my own miſcarriages, nor ever be inquiſi- 
tive after, or ſevere upon, the faults or 
tailings of other people. 
O be gracious and compaſſionate to my 
oor fd. to my frailties and tranſgreſ- 
lions. Viſit me in my weakneſs, heal m 
ſickneſs, refreſh my larguiſhings, and re- 
vive me from ſpiritual death. Ol! that 
there were in me a heart that might al- 
ways fear thee, a ſoul that might always 
love thee, an underſtanding that might 
rightly apprehend and conceive worthily 
ot thee; ears ever open to hear thee; 
eyes ever fixt and intent to ſee thee. 
Have pity upon me, O my God, have 
pity upon me; and from the throne of 
thy Majeſty on high caſt down a com- 
paſſionate look; ſcatter the thick night of 
ignorance and error, and 3 | 
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dark ſoul with the bright beams of thy 
Holy Spirit. Give me the knowledge of 
diſcerning between good and evil; and 
help me to keep a conitant watchful guard 
over myſelf; that I may ſee the things 
which belong unto my peace, and care- 
fully eſchew all thoſe ſeducements, that 
would betray me into irrecoverable ruin. 
Above all I beg tree and tull remithon 
of my manitold and grievous fins, of thee 
my Lord, who dy'dit to purchaſe it; and 
that, by and thro' thee I may find ettec- 
tual propitiation, and comfort, and mer- 
cy, in all time of my tribulation, and an- 
guiſh of my heart, in all my neceſſities and 
diſtreſſes, but eſpecially in the hour of 
death, and in the day of judgment. Fi- 
nally, O Lord, vouchſafe to beſtow on me 
everlaſting lite, not for any works which 
I have done, (let them be pardon only, 
and that is ſufficient, reward they cannot 
deſerve) but for thy manitold and great 
mercy, upon which I throw myſelt entire- 
ly, as the only refuge and hope of ſinners 
and unprofitable ſervants. f 

And now, O Lord Jeſus Chriſt, per- 
mit, I pray thee, thy unworthy ſervant 
to expreſs his charity, by enlarging theſe 
petitions, and let them prevail for bleſ- 
lings not only on myſelf, but others. 
5 | Grant 
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Grant to all princes and governours, 
that they may rule thy people in juſtice 
and thy fear; and eſtablith the thrones 
ot them that do ſo in righteouſneſs and 
e. Inſpire thy miniſters with truth 
and zeal, that they may agree in a right 
underſtanding of thy holy word, and di- 
ligently and unanimouſly proſecute their 
great work, by ſetting torth thy glory, 
and ſetting forward the falvation of all 
men. Let thy favour be ever preſent 
with thy holy catholick church, and e- 
very member of it, men and women, 
prieſts and people, all that believe in thee, 
all that labour in thy love; encreaſe 
their graces daily, and enable them taith- 
fully to improve and perſevere in every 
good word and work. Aſſiſt all thy ſer- 
vants With ſuch kinds and degrees of thy 
grace, as are ſuitable to their reſpective 
conditions. Inſpire all virgins with cha- 
ſtity and modeſty, all perſons devoted to 
thy ſervice with heavenly-mindedneſs 
and purity, all married pairs with fidelt- 
ty and murual love. To all repenting fin- 
ners grant pardon and conſolation ; to all 
widows and orphans, ſuſtenance and re- 
lief; to the helpleſs and oppreſſed, pro- 
tection and juſtice ; to all travellers, a ſafe 
return home; to all in ſorrow and trouble, 
| | patlence 
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patience and comfort ; to all who are at 
ſea, their deſir d port; and to every one 
toſs d on the waves of this troubleſome 
world, the haven of falvation, and the 

land of everlaſting life. Enable thoſe 
that are ſtrong, to ſtand, help them that 
are growing in goodneſs to proſper and 
improve daily more and more ; and to all 
that live in ſin, to wretched Me in parti- 
cular, give the grace of ſpeedy recollec- 
tion, and eflectual amendment. 

For, O ſweeteſt and moſt merciful 
Jeſus, Son of the living God, and Saviour 
of the world! I acknowledge myſelf a 
moſt unworthy, moſt miſerable ſinner; 
but thou, O Father of mercies, who haſt 
compaſſion upon all, wilt not ſuffer me 
to periſh, nor caſt me utterly out of thy 
ſight : had that been thy intention, thou 
would'ſt have cut me off in the midſt of 
my wickedneſs, and not have allowed 
me ſpace or diſpoſition to repent. Since 
therefore thou art pleas'd {till ro forbear 
puniſhment, and to grant me a truce, give 
me a heart, as thou haſt given me oppor- 
tunities, to make my peace with thee. In- 
fluence my mind powerfully, that I may 
ſeek, and deſire, and love thee above all 
things, and fear above all to offend thee, 
and be careful conſtantly to pleaſe thee. 

| Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, O God and Father, bleſſed for 
ever, I entreat thee for all them who 
make charitable mention of me in their 
prayers, and all who have deſired to be 
recommended to thy favour, in thoſe of 
the leaſt and moſt unworthy of thy ſer- 
vants : for all who have done me any 
good offices, or are in any degree related 
ro me, that thou wouldit hear them tor 
me, and me for them ; and according to 
thy bounteous mercy preſerve and go- 
vern them, and return all their kindneſs 
and charity ſevenfold into their boſom. 
That thou wouldſt impart liberally to all 
who are yet r in their chriſtian 
warfare, the ſuccours of thy grace; and, 
in thy own good time, to all who have 
happily finiſh d their courſe, the conſum- 
mation of reward and glory. And, O 
thou who art Alpha and Omega, the Be- 
ginning and End, once more I repeat that 
moſt important requeſt, that, when the 
time appointed for my great change 
ſhall come, thou wilt in mercy ſtand by 
me at my laſt hours; ſtrengthen me in my 
great conflict, ſupport me in my dying 
agonies, pluck me out of the jaws ot 
the ravening wolf, who will then ſtand 
ready to ſeize and devour me; defend 
me from his terrors and accuſations, _ 
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take me for thy own: ſo ſhall I be re- 
ceiv'd into the bleſſed company of ſaints 
and angels in thy heavenly paradiſe, there 
to rejoice, and live, and reign with thee 
for ever, who art over all God bletted 
for ever. Amen, ſweet Jeſus, Amen. 


IX. 


Devout Reflections upon the 
Sufferings of CHRIST. 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who art made 

unto me of God, redemption and 
mercy, and falvation! I praiſe thee, I 
bleſs thee, I render thanks to thee, but 
thanks that do by no means bear propor- 
tion to the ineſtimable benefits for which 
they are due; thanks wretchedly defec- 
tive in their zeal and devotion, which 
ought to warm this trozen heart of mine 
upon every remembrance of thee : not 
ſuch as I am ſenſible I owe, bur yet the 
beſt my ſoul can with its utmoſt efforts 
reach up to. Thou hope of my heart, 
and {trengrh of my foul, ler thy 2 
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ſupply what my weakneſs cannot attain 
to; thy tervent love make up for my 
lukewarm aftection : for though I have 
not yet been able to love thee to much as 
I ought, yet, it ſincerity can be accepted 
inſtead of perfection, my conſcience ſup- 
orts me with this teſtimony, that I de- 
tire however, and wiſh with all my ſoul 
that I were able to love thee as much as 

I ought to do 
O light ſhed from above into my ſoul, 
from whom no ſecrets are hid! thou 
ſeeſt my inward parts, and art conſcious 
ro all my deſires. It any good be there, 
tis of thy inſpiring ; it this of loving 
thee be (nay, becauſe I am ſure it is) good, 
and from thee, enable me to perform that 
which thou haſt made me to defire, and 
grant that I may love thee to a degree as 
exalted as thou requireſt. I offer ro thee 
thanks and praiſes; let not that gift be 
barren, and produce no worthy fruit in 
me, which thou haſt of thy own tree grace 
communicated ; but crown and pertect 
thine own work: and as thy goodneſs 
firſt prevented me with holy deſires, 
— by no deſerts of mine, fo, I be- 
ſeech thee, continue the ſame grace, in 
granting thoſe deſires their juſt accom- 
pliſhment: awaken my ſtupidity, quicken 
| my 
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my deadneſs, and change my cold indif- 
ference into a moſt ſenſible and fervent 
zeal ; tor this is the aim and end of all my 
prayers, this is the proper effect of all my 
reflections upon thee and all thy benefits, 
that the more I converſe with thee, and 
the oftner I remember thee, the more ve- 
hemently I may love the. 

It was thy goodneſs, O Lord, that 
created me ar firſt : it was thy mercy thar, 
When I was created, cleans'd me trom 
the ſtain of original lin: it was thy power 
which preſervd me after the ſanctifi- 
cation of baptiſm : it was thy clemency, 
thy bounty, thy long-ſuffering, which, 
notwithſtanding my numberleſs actual. 
provocations ſince, hath forborn, ſuſ- 
tain'd, and waited for my amendment. 
Thou, Lord, haſt long expected the re- 
turn of thy prodigal child; and I, bur 
not, alas! with equal carefulneſs, wait 
for the inſpiration of thy grace, to work 
in me repentance and holineſs of life. 
My God, my maker, thou that ſpareſt 
me, thou that ſuſtaineſt me, I hunger and 
thirſt after thee, I gaſp for and pant after 
thee; and as a darling, but a deſolate 
child, debarr'd of his moſt indulgent fa- 
ther's preſence, weeps and laments inceſ- 
{antly, and thinks of, and longs or ws 
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thing but his beloved company, and wears 
the 1mage of his tace perperually in his 
heart; ſo I am movd by the tendereſt 
impreſſions,” and with an eager impatience 
lament my diſtance from thee. I often 
think upon, and am very ſenſibly affected, 
tho” not ſo ſenſibly as I wiſh and ought 
to be, with thy ſorrows and ſufferings, 
thy buftering and ſcourges, thy reproaches 
and revilings, thy wounds and expiring 
agonies; how thou wert kill d and cruci- 
hed, how thou wert enbalm'd and buried, 
and withal, how gloriouſly thou didſt 
riſe again, and how triumphantly aſcend- 
ed up into heaven; and all this for me, 
ſinful man, and tor my falvation. "Theſe 
things I believe with a moſt ſted faſt faith; 
and in vertue of that perſuaſion I bewail 
the miſeries of my pilgrimage and exile 
from thee : I propoſe no other comfort to 
myſelf, comparable to that of my Lord's 
return to me, and do moſt ardently de- 
ſire, as the ſum and ſource of all my 
happineſs, to ſee thy bounteous face for 
ever in thy glory. 

Say, my ſoul, if thou canſt, how thou 
ſhould'ſt have been affected, hadſt thou 
ſeen this Lord in perſon; ſeen the king 
of angels emptying himſelf of majeſty, 
and condeſcending to converſe with * 
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that men might be exalted to live and con- 
verſe with angels; ſeen thy oftended God 
die, to reconcile vile offenders to himſelf, 
and ſo prevent their everlaſting death. 
O what expreſſions, what conceptions, 
what wonder can be great enough for 
this unparallel'd, this amazing love and 
goodneſs! but draw a little nearer yet, 
my ſoul, and take a more diſtinct view 
of this tragical, this aſtoniſhing ſcene. 
Could'ſt thou have ſeen thy deareſt Savi- 
our's fide pierc'd with a ſpear, and would 
not the ſame weapon have piercd thro' 
thy own heart alſo? Could'{ thou have 
ſtood by and beheld the hands and feet 
of him that created thee torn with nails, 
and faſtned to the croſs, and the blood 
which redeem'd thee guſhing out in 
ſtreams, and not have ſunk thyſelf, and 
even expir'd, with grief and horror at the 
light? 

Say then withal, (but that thou canſt 
not ſay) why thou doſt now read, and 
hear, and meditate upon theſe things, 
which when ſeen by the eye of taith, are 
as certain as if preſent to that of the body, 
with ſo ſlender impreſſion and concern: 
why doſt nor thou drink up the bitter cup 
of tears, ſince thy Jeſus did for thee drink 
that of his Father's * ? why doſt thou 
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not feel a grief too deep to be deſcrib'd, 
like that ot his virgin- mother, when ſhe 
ſaw her innocent and only Son bound and 
ſcourg'd, tortur d and flain before her 
face; ſince the relation here too is moſt 
cloſe and dear, and, as thy Lord was 
hers, ſo art thou thy Lord's fleſh and 
bones, a member of that body whereof 
he is the head ? 

Had I, with holy Joſeph, taken my 
Lord down from the croſs, wrapped him 
in ſpices, and laid him in the ſepulchre, 
how happy ſhould I have really eſteemed 
myſelf, that any officious reſpect of mine 
had contributed to the honour of his in- 
terment ? What glad aftoniſhment ſhould 
J have felt, had I been in company with 
thoſe zealous women who were attright- 
ed with a vition of angels, and heard that 
comfortable, that reviving meſſage, Fear 
not ye; ye ſeek Jeſus which was cruct- 
fied : he is not here, tor he is riſen. 
"Theſe, deareſt Lord, were moving ob- 
jects, which thy providence did not 
think fit to give me a bodily ſight of, bur 
I behold them all by 2 diſtinct and un- 
doubted faith. I fee the pledges and 
memorials of them daily in thy bleſſed 
ſacraments: and though I was not al- 
low'd to kiſs thy ſcars, and drop my tears 
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into the print of the ſpear and nails, yet, 
as oft as I approach thy table with deep 
remorſe and due reverence, I there weep 
over thy crucified body, there contem- 
plate the pangs of thy bitter death, there 
rejoyce in the triumphs of thy reſurrec- 
tion, there receive the eftectual repreſen- 
tation of all thou haſt done and 1utter'd 
for me; and, by a holy union with thee 
and all thy members, attain a greater pri- 
vilege than any converſation with thee in 
the days of thy fleth could have conterr'd. 
Thou art to all intents the tame Saviour, 
and it they that ſaw thee were bleſſed, 
becauſe they believ'd, yet thy own mouth 
declared them no leſs bleed who have 
not ſeen, and yet have believ'd. 

But fill the ſight of thee, of thy beau- 
ties, and thy glory, is the conſtant deſire, 
the only end and noble reward of our 
faith; and, in this clouded diſconſolate 
interval, till that can be obtain d, my 
foul finds itſelf frequently at a lols how _ 
to expreſs itſelf, what to do, whirher to 
bend its courſe, or where to find its 
much loved Lord. Who ſhall tell my 
ſpouſe how I languiſh for him; how my 

y is turn'd into heavineſs, and my 
laughter into mourning, for want of his 
dear prefence? My fleſh and my heart 
' L 2 tailerh, 
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faileth, but God is the ſtrength of my 
heart and my portion for ever. My ſoul 
retuſeth comtort trom any other hand bur 
thine, my joy and treaſure ; for, whom 
have I in heaven but thee? and there is 
none upon earth that I deſire beſides 
thee. Thou haſt commanded me to ſeek 
thy face, and my heart moſt readily re- 
plies, Thy face, Lord, will I ſeek, O turn 
not thou thy face from me, nor caſt away 
thy ſervant in diſpleaſure. 

O moſt affectionate lover of ſouls, the 
poor committeth himſelt unto thee, and 
thou art the helper of the tatherleſs. O 
my moſt faithful guardian, preſerve and 
pity me; I am an orphan deſtitute of 
triends, and my ſoul is in a ſtate of po- 
verty and widowhood. Look upon the 
tears I ſhed for thy abſence in this deſo- 
late condition; and come, Lord Jeſus, 
come unto me quickly, that I may be 
comtorted ; ſhew me thy face, and I ſhall 
be ſatisfied; diſcover thy glory, and my 

Joy ſhall be full: my fleth and my ſoul 
thirſt and pant tor thee, the living God, 
the fountain of lite, O when thall I come 
and appear before God? 

When will my comforter, whom I ſo 
earneſtly look tor, make his approaches 
to me? when, O when ſhall T feel che 

Joy 


! 

joy I ſo paſſionately deſire, and be fill'd 
with the pleaſures of that glorious d wel- 
ing, which J hope to reach at the end of 
this weariſom journey of life? Lord, if 
I may not yet drink of the river of thy 

leaſures, let me at leaſt drink of the 

rook in the way. Let my tears be my 
meat and drink day and night, till the 
dawn of that glorious morning, when my 
ſoul ſhall be awaken'd with that moſt 
welcome call, behold thy ſpouſe, thy 
Lord, the marriage of the lamb 1s come. 
All I preſume to ask at preſent is refreſh- 
ment and ſupport under my ſorrows; and 
that theſe may be ſuch as will one day be 
turn d into joy; for I know my Redeemer 
will come, becauſe he is merciful and 
true; nor will he ſuſpend my happineſs 
by unneceſſary delay, becauſe he loves 
thoſe that love him, and they that ſeek 
him early ſhall be ſure to find him. To 
whom therefore be glory and praiſe for 
ever and ever. Amen. 


L. 3 X. The 
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X. 
The pious Soul's longing for 


Heaven. 


ORD! how have I lov'd the habi- 

tation of thy houſe, and the place 
where thine honour dwelleth. O glo- 
rious ſeat; the reſidence and the work- 
manſhip of the great, the mighty God : 
let me continue, let me encreale in this 
love of thee more and more. Let this 
weary pilgrimage be ſpent in advancing 
daily toward thee, and may the gaſping 
of my ſoul after thee ſanctity and coniort 
the labours of each day, and retreth my 
waking thoughts by night. Let my heart 
be al ways where my treaſure is already: 
and, in this dry and deſolate wilderneſs, 
may I feel no other thirſt than that of 
arriving at my heavenly Canaan, and par- 
taking in the ſociety and the joys of that 
happy people who have the Lord for their 
God. O may that God who made both 
me and thee poſſeſs me in thee! not that 


C25 1 
I dare preſume to hope tor thy beauty and 
bliſs upon the account of any delerts of 
my ow n; but yet, the humbleſt ſenſe of 
my own unworthineſs will not fink me 
into deſpair of it, when I reflect upon the 
blood of him who dy'd to purchaſe this 
manſion tor me. Let but his merits be 
apply d to me; let his interceſſions aſſiſt 
my want of worth, and then I am fate ; 
tor thoſe merits cannot be overbalanc'd 
by my ſins, nor were, or can thoſe pray- 
ers be ever offered up to God in vain. 
For my own part, I conteſs with thame 
and ſorrow, that I have gone aſtray like 
a ſheep that is loſt, drawn out my Wan- 
drings and my miſeries to a great length, 
and am caſt out of the light of my God, 
into the blindneſs and darkneſs of a ſpi- 
ritual baniſhment. In this forlorn eſtate 
I fadly bewail the wretchedneſs of my 
captivity, and ting mourntul ſongs when 
I remember thee, O Jeruſalem. As yer 
I am at an uncomtortable diſtance, and at 
beſt my feet ſtand only in the outer courts 
of Sion. The beauties of the ſanctuary 
are behind the veil, and kept hid trom 
my longing eyes: but I am full of hope, 
that the builder of this ſanctuary, and the 
gracious ſhepherd of fouls, will carry me 
in upon his ſhoulders, that 1 may there 
L 4 rejoice 
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rejoice with that gladneſs unſpeakable, 
which all thoſe happy ſaints feel, who 
are already admitted into the preſence of 
their God and Saviour ; the Saviour who 
hath opened this royal palace to all be- 
lievers, by aboliſhing the enmity in his 
fleſh, and reconciling all things in heaven 
and earth by his own blood. 

For he 1s our peace, who hath made 
both one, and broken down the middle 
wall of partition, promiſing to give us 
the ſame degree of happineſs in his own 
due time, which is already enjoyed by, 
and in thee. For thus he hath declared, 
that they who are worthy to obtain that 
world and the reſurrection from the 
dead, ſhall be equal unto the angels. Q 
' Jeruſalem, the eternal habitation of the 
eternal God ! may'ſt thou be the ſecond 
darling of my ſoul, and only he be pre- 
ferr'd before thee in my attection, who 
ſhed his blood to make me worthy of 
thee. Be thou the joy and comfort of 
my languiſhing mind, my great ſupport 
in hardthips and diſtreſſes: may the re- 
membrance of thee be ever ſweet, and 
the mention of thy name a holy charm to 
drive away all ſorrow from my ſoul. 


XI. The 
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XI. 


The Miſeries of the preſent 
Lite. 


ELL may I ſeek for ſome relief 

from theſe contemplations of a 
future ſtate, ſince this in which I now am 
yields me no diverſion, no ſatisfaction at 
all; bur is a painful, and weariſome, a 
foul and tedious journey: a wretched, 
decaying and uncertain lite ; a lite of la- 
bour, and which is worſe, a lite of fin, 
and pride, and folly ; full of miſeries and 
errors, and rather death than life, ſince 
in it we diedaily, by the conſtant decays 
and alterations of our bodies, and the 
ſundry kinds of deaths to which we ſtand 
every moment expoſed. 

And can we in any propriety of ſpeech 
call this living? does that empty thing 
deſerve the name of lite, which 1s bloated 
with tumours, macerated with pains, 
burnt up with fevers, blaſted by an intect- 
ed air, fattened with eating, * 

own 
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down with faſting; enervated with 
mirth, conſumed with melancholy, 
ſhortened with care, ſtupified with ſe- 
curity; blown up with riches, dejected 
by poverty ; made gay by youth, bowed 
down with age, broken with infirmities, 
and deſtroyed with griets? nay, as if all 
theſe evils were too little, the concluſion 
of them all is the tyranny of death, which 
puts a ſpeedy period to what we falſely 
call the joys of lite, and aboliſhes them 
and wears out all the footſteps and re- 
membrances ot them ſo utterly, that it is 
from henceforth, as it they had never 
been at all. 

And yet it is prodigious to conſider 
how this ſtrange mixture, for which we 
know not well how to find a name, this 
living death, or dying lite, tho' in every 
part embittered by theſe and infinite other 
miſeries; how it impoſes, I ſay, upon the 
generality of mankind, and cheats them 
with lying promiſes of imaginary happi- 
neſs. Nay, tho' the cheat be 1o groſs, 
that the blindeſt of its admirers cannot 
bur diſcover it; and the potion ſo nau- 
{eous, that the moſt ſtupid cannot but loath 
and be ſick of ir, yer ſtill infinite are the 
tools that drink large draughts of its cup, 


and are intoxicated with the bewitching 
liquor. 
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liquor. But happy are thoſe few, thoſe 
very ſew, who witely keep their diſtance, 
and will not truſt themielves in its trea- 
cherous embraces ; who deſpiſe its vain 
ſuperficial joys, and will have nothing to 
do with its flattering allurements, tor lear 
at laſt it prove their fate to have the de- 
ceiver and the deceived perith together. 


XII. 


The Happineſs of that Life pre- 
pared for them that love Gop. 


UT oh ! that life which God hath 

laid up in ftore for them that love 

him! that lite indeed! that happy, ſecure, 
ſerene, and moſt amiable, that pure and 
holy life: that life which fears no death, 
Which feels no lorrow, which knows no 
fin, which languiſhes under no pain, is 
diſtracted with no care, 1s ruffled with no 
paſſion, lies at the mercy of no accidents: 
that incorruptible, that unchangeable lite, 
which hath every thing that can attract 
our aftections, and command our efteem. 


There 
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There will be no enemies to aſſault us, 
no envy to undermine us, no temptarion 
to ſeduce us, no fears to confound us, but 
perfect love and harmony of fouls; a 
day that never declines, a light that ne- 
ver goes out: there we ſhall tee God face 
to tace, and when we awake up after his 


likeneſs, our ſouls ſhall be ſatisfied with 
it. 
O let me indulge this delightful 


thought, and run over all the beauties 
and bliſſes with an unwearied deſire! 
for the more I conſider, the more paſſio- 
nately fond I grow of thee, and feel no 
pleaſure comparable to the ſweet retlec- 
tions upon, and impatient thirſtings after 
thee. Here will I dwell, for I have un- 
ſpeakable delight therein. Upon this 
will I ix my eyes, my heart, my ſtudies ; 
to this will I direct all my deſires, and 
conform all my diſpoſitions. This ſubject 
let me ſpeak and hear of continually, let 
it be my theme to write on, my enter- 
tainment in converſation. I will ſpend 
my private hours in reading of its bliſs 
and glories; I will meditate trequently 
upon what I have read of it; that thus 
at leaſt I may find ſome refreſhment, ſome 
looſe from the miſeries, and toils, and 


incumbrances of a troubleſome * 
lite: 


BY 
life : and at laſt recline my weary head, 
and lay me down to ſleep with joy, when 
I know that ſleep ſhall be ſhaken off a- 
gain, and the bleſſedneſs of this lite, truly 
10 called, immediately commence upon 
my waking. 

This makes me walk with ſuch delight 
in the pleaſant gardens of the holy ſcrip- 
ture; here I am diligent to gather the 
ſweer flowers of God's word and pro- 
miſes'; I devour them by reading, I chew 
the cud upon them by trequent recol- 
lection ; I lay them up in my memory as 
a moſt valuable treaſure; and by taſting 
and feeding upon theſe delicious deſcrip- 
tions of another world, I rake off great 
part of the bitter and nauſeouſneſs of 
this world. 

O happy ſtate! O truly glorious king- 
dom! without ſucceſſion, without contu- 
ſion! where time is no longer meaſured 
by the revolutions of days and nights, 
ſummers and winters; but eternity is con- 
tinued thro' one endleſs day, one ever- 
blooming ſpring. Where they, who have 
been victorious in their ſpiritual wartare, 
Join in conſort with the bleited angels, 
and ſing the ſongs or Sion without cealing. 
There a never-tading crown adorns every 
head, and exquilite joy overflows every 

heart. 
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heart. Oh that my ſins were blotted our, 
my pardon ſealed ! O when will it pleaſe 
God to give me leave to lay down this 
load and lumber of fleſh, and admit me 
without ſpot or corruption into the true 
reſt, the tranſporting delights of thar 
bliſstul place! that I may walk about the 
beauteous walls of the city of God, view 
all her palaces, and receive a crown at 
the hand of my mercitul judge. When 
ſhall I make one 1n that holy choir, and 
behold the majeſtick preſence of my 
Maker, with the ſpirits of juſt men made 
rfect? when ſhall I ſee my dear Re- 
eemer face to face, and approach that 
unſpeakably bright, and as yer inacceſſi- 


ble light, which flows from the Sun of 
' righteouſneſs? when, O when ſhall I be 


freed from the bondage of the tear of 
death, and poſſeſs the uninterrupted joy 
of an endleſs incorruptible ſtate, conterred 
upon me by the bounty of my God? 


XIII. The 
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XIII. 


The Happineſs of holy Souls at 


their Departure out of this 
World. 


Appy the ſoul, which, refined from 

this droſs of earth, and got looſe 
trom its incumbrance of a body, ſoars up 
to heaven, and takes its dwelling there, 
ſecure from any future aſſaults, and tri- 
umphant over death. Then does it feaſt 
upon the beauteous face of that dear Lord 
whom it ſerv'd, and lov'd, and long' d to 
enjoy, in that glory, and glad immorta- 
lity to which it is at laſt arriv d. A glory 
and gladneſs which no length of time 
will wear out, no envious adverſary can 
take away. This is the ſpouſe, which the 
daughter ſaw and bleſſed her; the queens 
and the concubines and they praiſed her. 
Who is this that cometh up from the wil- 
derneſs leaning upon her belov'd ? Who is 
the that goeth up as the morning, fair as 
the moon, clear as the ſun, and terrible 
as 
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as an army with banners? With what 
eager joy does the fly to the arms of her 
Lord, when with a joyful aſtoniſhment 
the hears the voice of his moſt aflectionate 
call; Riſe up my love, my fair one, and 
come away? ſor lo! the winter is paſt, 
the rain is over and gone. The flowers 
appear on the earth, the time of ſinging is 
come, and the voice of the turtle is heard 
in our land. The fig-tree putteth forth 
her green figs, and the vines with the 
render grapes give a good ſmell. Ariſe, 
my love, my tair one, and come away ; 
O my dove, thou art in the cliſts of the 
rocks, in the ſecret places of the ſtairs, 
let me ſee thy countenance, let me hear 
thy voice, for ſweet is thy voice, and thy 
countenance is comely, (Cant. ii. 10, &c.) 
Come my choſen, my fair one, my dove, 
my ſpouſe, and I will receive thee into 
my throne, for, I have long'd for thy 
beauty. Come and rejoice before me 
with the angels, ro whom I have promi- 
ſed to make thee a companion. Come 
after long toils and many dangers, and 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord, a 
Joy which no man takerh from thee. 


XIV. A 
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Sanna 


XIV. 
A Prayer for Succour in Trouble 
and Danger. 


LESSED are all thy faints, my 
God and king, who have travelled 

| over the tempeſtuous ſea of mortality, 
and have at laſt made the defir'd port of 
e and felicity; fearleſs of future ha- 
zards, and full of perpetual joy. This 
ſea, thou, my Saviour, didſt condeſcend 
to try and be toſt upon. O caſt a gra- 
cious eye upon us who are ſtill in our dan- 
erous voyage. Thou art poſſeſt of never- 
fading glory, but do not in the midſt of 
thy own happineſs, forget thoſe who are 
beſer with vaſt variety ot miſeries. Thou 
haſt choſen us to thyſelf, and what we 
are or hope to be, is all thy gift; thou 
haſt promiſed to make us immortal with 
and by thyſelf, and to beſtow upon us 
the everlaſting felicity of thy preſence ; 
O remember and ſuccour us in our di- 


ſtreſs, and think on chem who lie expoſed 
N o 


to the rough ſtorms of troubles and temp- 
tations. 

Thou art the beautiful gate of heaven, 
the door at which the ſheep muſt enter; 
but we alas! lie groveling here below, 
and our ſoul cleaveth to the duſt. Strerch 
forth thy hand, and raiſe us up; ſtreng- 
then our weakneſs, that we may do vali- 
antly in this ſpiritual war, who. of our- 
{elves are not able to ſtand againſt the 
mighty force that comes againſt us. Help 
us againſt our enemies power ; help us a- 
gainſt our own negligence and cowardice, 
and defend us from the treachery of our 
own unfaithtul hearts. We are exceed- 
ing frail, exceeding weak and deſpicable, 
ſlaves to intemperance and luſt, and indiſ- 
poſed to every virtuous and 2 un- 
dertaking. And yet, helpleſs wretches 
as we are, when liſted under thy banner, 
and born up by thy croſs, we are buoy d 
up in faith, and commit ourſelves boldly 
to this great and wide ſea, wherein are 
things creeping innumerable, both ſmall 
and great beaſts, where is that Leviathan, 
that ſerpent ready to devour ; wherein 
are rocks and quickſands, and other dan- 
= without number, on which the care- 

eſs and the unbelieving run their veſſels, 
and ſuffer ſhipwrack daily. 
Intercede 
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Intercede for me therefore, moſt gra- 
cious Saviour, that, by thy powerful me- 
diation, and all- ſufficient merits, I may 
be able to bring this veſſel and its lading 
ſafe to ſhore; and be conducted to the 
haven where every pious ſoul would be, 
the haven of peace and ſalvation, of un- 
interrupted reft, and never-ending joy. 


XV. 
The pious Soul's Deſire of 


Heaven. 


Heavenly Jeruſalem, . our common 
mother, the holy city of God, thou 

beautiful ſpouſe of Chriſt, my ſoul hath 
loved thee exceedingly, and all my ta- 
culties are raviſhed with thy charms. O 
what graces, what glory, what noble 
ſtate appears in every part of thee | moſt 
exquiſite is thy form, and thou alone art 
beauty without blemith. Rejoyce and 
dance for joy, O daughter of my king, 
for thy Lord himſeif, fairer than all the 
ſons of men, hath pleaſure in thy beauty. 
O how happy will my ſoul perceive it 
ſelf, when it thall be admitted to ſee thy 
M 2 glory, 
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glory, thy beauty; to view the gates, the 
walls, the ſtreets, the ſtately buildings, 
the ſplendor of thy inhabitants, and the 


triumphant pomp of thy king enthroned 


in the midſt of thee: for thy walls are of 


precious ſtones, and thy gates of pearl, 
and thy ſtreets of pure gold, continually 
reſounding with loud Hallelujahs. Thy 
houſes are founded upon hewn ſquare 
ſtone, carried up with ſapphire, covered 
in with gold, and no unclean perſon can 
enter into thee, no manner of pollution 
abide within thy borders. 

Sweet and charming are thy delights, 
O holy mother of us all. Subject to none 
of thoſe viciſſitudes and interruptions 
which abate our pleaſures here below. 
No ſucceſſions of night and day, no in- 
tervals of darkneſs, no difference of ſea- 
ſons in their ſeveral courſes. Nor is the 
light derived from artificial helps, or 
natural luminaries, the ſame with ours ; 
no lamps or candles, no ſhining of the 
moon or ſtars, but God of God, and 
Light of Light, even the Son of righteouſ- 
neſs ſhines in thee, and the white imma- 
culate lamb, he ir is that enlightens thee 
with the full luſtre of his majeſty and 
beauty. Thy light and glory, and all 


thy happineſs, is the inceſſant contempla- 
tion 
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tion of this divine king; for this king of 
kings is in the midſt of thee, and all his 
hoſt are miniſtring round about him con- 
tinually. 
There are the melodious choirs of an- 
gels, there the ſweet fellowſhip and com- 
pany of the heavenly inhabirants ; there 
the joyful pomp of all thoſe triumphant 
ſouls who from their ſore trials and tra- 
vels thro' this valley of tears, at laſt re- 
turn victorious to their native country. 
There the goodly fellowſhip of prophets, 
whoſe eyes God opened to take a proſpect 
of far diſtant myſteries. There the twelve 
leaders of the chriſtian armies the bleſſed 
apoſtles; there the noble army of the mar- 
tyrs; there the convention of confeſſors; 
there the holy men and women, who in 
the days of their fleſh were mortified ta 
the pleaſures of ſin and the world; there 
the virgins and youths, whoſe bloom- 
ing virtues put out early fruits, and ri- 
pen d into piety far exceeding the propor- 
tion of their years. There the ſheep and 
lambs, who have eſcap'd the ravening 
wolf, and all the ſnares laid for their 
deſtruction. Theſe all rejoice in their 
1 manſions; and, tho' each ditfer 
rom other in degrees of glory, yet all a- 
gree in bliſs and joy, diffus d to all in 
| 3 M 3 - common; 
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common; and the happineſs of every one 
is eſteem'd each man's own. | 
For there charity reigns in its utmoſt 
perfection, becauſe God there is all in all, 
whom they continually behold, and be- 
holding confinually admire, and praiſe 
and love, and love and praiſe without 
intermiſſion, without end, without wea- 
rineſs, or diſtraction of thought. "This is 
their conſtant, their delightful employ- 
ments. And, O how happy ſhall I be, 
how exquilitely, how inceſſantly happy 
if, when this body crumbles into duſt, 1 
ſhall be entertain'd with that celeſtial 
harmony, and hear the hymns of praiſe 
to their eternal king, which troops of 
angels, and ſaints innumerable are ever 
ſinging in full conſort! How happy my 
ſelt to bear a part with them, and pay the 
ſame tribute to my God and Saviour, the 
author and the captain of my falvation ! 
To behold his face in glory, and be 
made partaker of thoſe gracious promiſes, 
of which he hath given me the comfort- 
able hope, when ſaying to his Father, 
Iwill chat they whom thou haſt given 
me, be with me where I am, that they 
may behold the glory which I had with 
thee before the world was. And again, 
Jupporting his diſciples againſt the tribu- 
3-188; 8 | : lations 
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lations they ſhould encounter here be- 
low, If any man love me let him follow 
me, and where I am, there ſhall alſo my 
ſervant be. And in another place, He 
that loveth me ſhall be loved of my Fa- 
ther, and I will love him, and will mani» 
teſt my ſelf unto him. 


nenne 


XVI. 
An A& of Praile. 


LESS the Lord, O my ſoul, and 

all that is within me bleſs his holy 
name. Bleſs the Lord, O my foul, and 
forget not all his benefits. O praiſe the 
Lord, all ye works of his, in all places of 
his dominions; praiſe the Lord, O m 
foul. Let us magnify that great God, 
whom angels praiſe, whom dominions 
adore, whom powers fall down and trem- 
ble before ; whoſe excellent glory Che- 
rubim and Seraphim proclaim with loud 
inceſſant voices: let us then bear a part 
too in this heavenly ſong, and together 
with angels and archangels, and all the 
company of heaven, laud and magnity 
that glorious name; let us tune our voices 
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up with theirs, and tho we cannot reach 
their piten, yet will we exert the utmoſt 
ot our skill and power, in this tribute to 
the fame common Lord; and fay with 
them, as poor mortals are able, Holy, 
Holy, Holy, Lord God of hoſts; heaven 
and earth are tull of thy glory ; glory be 
to thee, O Lord moſt high. 

For theſe are the happy ſpirits, who 
offer a ſacrifice of pure praiſe betore the 
throne of God continually, who are ever 
wrapt in the contemplations of his per- 
fections; and ſee them, not like us thro” 
a glaſs darkly, but near at hand, and face 
to face. What tongue can expreſs, what 
thought conceive, the admirable beauty, 
the exact order, the numberleſs multitude 
of this heavenly hoſt ? The inexhauſtible 
ſource of joy ipringing from the beatifick 
viſion; the fervent love which miniſters 
delight Without torment ; the ever-grow- 
ing — which riſes with their ſatisfac- 
tions, and the grateful ſatisfactions, 
which crown that delire ; a delire always 

er, and never unealie, always full, 

and never cloy'd : the bleſſedneſs derived 
down to them, by their inſeparable union 
to the fountain of all bliſs; the light 
communicated to them from the original 
light ; the happy change into an . 
| e 
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ble nature, by ſeeing the immutable God 
as he is, and being transformed into the 
likeneis of him they lee ?. 

Bur how, alas! thould we hope to com- 
prehend the divinity and bliſs ot angels fo 
far above us, when we feel ourſelves un- 
able to find out the nature and pertec- 
tions of this very ſoul within us? What 
ſort of being muſt this Le, which inſpires 
a lump of dead fleſh with lite and acti- 
vity, and yet, when moſt deſirous ſo to 
do, cannot confine its thoughts to holy 
exerciſes? What a mixture of power and 
impotence is here ? How grear, and yet 
how poor and little is this principle, 
which dives into the ſecrets of rhe Moſt 
High, ſearches the deep things of God, 
— expands itſelf to celeſtial objects, at 
the ſame time that it is forced to em- 
ploy its talent in the invention of uſeful 
arts, and to ſerve the neceſſities of a mor- 
tal life? What ſort of creature is this, that 
knows ſo much of other things, and ſo 
little*of itſelf; ſo ingenious in matters a- 
broad, ſo perfectly in the dark to what is 
done at home? Specious, but very diſ- 
putable notions have indeed been ad van- 
ced concerning the origin of our ſoul, 
but all we know of it amounts at laſt to 
this; That it is an intellectual ſpirit, 2 
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ated by the Almighty power of its divine 
Maker, endued with ſuch an immortality 
as he was pleaſed to quality it tor; en- 
livening and ſuſtaining a body ſubject to 
change, corruption, and death, and liable 
to all the unequal affections of fear and 
Joy, and every turbulent paſſion, that in 
their turns exalt and depreſs, enlarge or 

contract its powers. | 
And what an amazing thing is this now! 
the more we attend to it, the more we 
ſhall find ourſelves loſt in wonder. When 
we read, or ſpeak, or write of God, the 
a creator of the univerſe, we can de- 
iver ourſelves clearly and diſtinctly, tho 
at the ſame time his perfections be too 
vaſt for our words to expreſs, or our 
minds to comprehend ; the ſubject, not 
of an adequate conception, but of an aw- 
ful aſtoniſhment. But when we deſcend 
lower, and treat of angels and created 
ſpirits, of ſouls united to bodies, and be- 
ings of the ſame level with, or a condi- 
tion inferiour to, our own; we are not 
able to ſupport our idea's with proots fo 
„ ; and find it impracticable 
to ſatisfy ourſelves or others in the enqui- 
ries concerning them. Why then ſhould 
we to ſo very Jinde purpoſe, hover uncer- 
tainly about thele lower regions, and 
ſpend 
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ſpend our time and pains in groping in 
the dark ? no, let our minds rather en- 
large their thoughts, and take a nobler 
range; let them leave all created objects 
behind, and run, and mount, and fly a- 
loft: and, taking faith to the aſſiſtance of 
reaſon, fix their eyes with the utmoſt in- 
tenſeneſs our nature will bear, upon the 
Creator, the univerſal Cauſe. Yes, I will 
make a ladder, like that of Jacob's, reach- 
ing trom earth to heaven, and as by 
rounds, go up trom my body to my ſoul, 
from my own {ſoul to that eternal Spirit 
that made it; who ſuſtains, preſerves it 
always with me, about me, above me; 
thus skipping over all the intermediate 
ſtages of beings, and re-uniting my own 
ſoul to him, trom whom it came, and in 
Whole image it was created. 

Whatever bodily eyes can diſcern, 
whatever leaves impreſſions upon my ima- 
ginative faculty, thall be reſolutely ſer 
out of the way, as a hindrance to that 
more abſtracted contemplation, which my 
mind is deſirous to indulge. A pure and 
{imple act of the underitanding, is that 
which muſt carry me up, and boldly 
ſoar at once to the creator of angels, and 
fouls, and all things. And happy is that 
ſoul, which, refuling to be TE by 
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low and viler objects, directs its flight to 
the nobleſt and moſt exalted, and, like 
the eagle, builds its neſt in the top of the 
rocks, and keeps its eye ſteddy upon the 
Sun of righteouſneſs: tor no beauty is ſo 
charming, no pleaſure ſo tranſporting, 
as that with which our eyes and mind are 
teaſted, when our greedy ſight and eager 
aftections are determin'd to our God and 
Saviour, as to their only proper center ; 
when, by a wondrous myſtical, but true 
and ſpiritual act of viſion, we ſee him who 
is inviſible; behold a light far different 
from this which cheers our ſenſes, and 
taſte a pleaſure infinitely ſweeter than any 
this world and its joys can afford: for 
this is a ſhort and unſincere pleaſure ; this 
is a dim and feeble light, confined to a 
narrow ſpace, always in motion from us, 
and in few hours put out by conſtant re- 
turns of darkneſs: theſe are enjoyments 
which the Great Creator hath diſtributed 
to brutes, nay, to the vileſt of inſects, in 
common with mankind ; and therefore let 
us thirſt and aſpire after ſuch as are truly 
divine; for what even ſwine and worms 
ſhare with us, cannot deſerve the name 
of light and pleaſure, but, in compariſon 
of thoſe more refined, are to be eſteemed 
no better than pain and night. 

XVII. How 
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XVII. 
How GoD may be ſeen and 
poſſeſs d of Man. 


HIS ſupreme and immutable being, 

this glorious Sun that never ſets, 

this true, unclouded, and eternal light, 
the light of angels and men, cannot in- 
deed be ſeen with mortal eyes, nor muſt 
we hope in this life to approach it, that 
bleſſing is reſerv'd for glorified ſaints in 
heaven; and therein chiefly does the ex- 
cellence of their reward and happineſs 
conſiſt. But yet are we not even now 
ſhur out from all perception of it neither: 
for to believe in, to meditate upon, to 
underſtand, and ardently to thirſt after 
God, to make him the ſole object of our 
thoughts and deſires; this is in ſome ſenſe 
to ſee, and to poſſeſs him. And ſince 
our capacity extends thus far at preſent, 
let us exert thoſe little powers we have; 
let our voices be lifted up on high, and 
our ſouls make God their ſtudy; and let 
us, to the beſt of our ability, e 
im 
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him with his own praiſes. For it is very 
meet, right, and our bounden dury, 
that the creature ſhould publiſh the good- 
neſs of the creator; ſince he created us 
for the illuſtration of his happineſs, nor 
to ſtand in need of any glory we can give 
him, nor can we add to what he hath al- 
ready. 

For he is power incomprehenſible, 
poſſeſſing all things, and ſelt-ſufficienr. 
Great is our Lord, and great is his pow- 
er, yea, and his wiſdom 1s infinite. Great 
18 our Lord and marvellous, and worthy to 
be praiſed. Let this then be the object 
of our love; this the ſubject of our ſong ; 
this the ground of our labour and ſtudies. 
And let our mind, and tongue, and hands 
be continually exerciſed in deſiring, ſpeak- 
ing, ſinging, writing of him. Let the 
delights of this heavenly rhetorick be our 
daily food and feaſt, that filled with this 
divine nouriſhment, we may cry out with 
the moſt earneſt contention of heart and 
voice, with joy and gladneſs, and moſt 
fervent zeal, and daily proclaim the 
excellencies of our God. 
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XVIII. 
A devout Pr ayer ro CH RIS T. 


ght and way, thou life and health, thou 
lory and grace of all that love and 
erve thee! look down from the throne 
of thy majeſty, and in the midſt of bliſg 
remember the injuries and ſutlerings, the 
ſcourges and the croſs, the wounds and 
death which thou endureſt; and think 
with favour on thy ſuppliant, tor whoſe 
ſake thou waſt pleaſed ro endure and do 
ſo much. 

Thou art my living and true God ; my 
holy Father, my gentle and kind maſter, 
my great king, my good ſhepherd, my 
only teacher, my moſt ready and etiectual 
helper, my deareſt and moſt beautiful 
ſpoule, my true and living bread, my 
everlaſting high-prieſt, my guide to my 
own country, my true light, my right 
way, my beſt wiſdom, my holy delight, 
my unſpotted purity, my n 
an 


hope, my Chriſt, my God, Sa- : 
vioun, and lover of men, thou 
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and peace, my ſure defence; my moſt 
defirable portion; my eternal health ; 
my unbounded mercy ; my invincible pa- 
tience; my unblemiſhed ſacrifice; my 
perfect redemption; my aſſured hope; 
my univerſal charity; my reſurrection 
from the dead; my everlaſting life; my 


4 Joy and beatifick vition for ever. Of thee 


beg that I may walk by thee, come 
ro thee, reſt in thee, O thou way, thou 
truth, thou lite, without which no man 
cometh to the Father. Thou, even thou, 
art the bleſſing my ſoul wants, and moſt 


earneſtly deſires, my ſweeteſt, lovelieſt, 


* Lord. | 

1 of thy Father's glory, 
who from thy throne far above the Che- 
rubim ſeeſt all the ſecrets of the great 
deep: thou true, enlivening, unexhauſt- 
ed lighs, which angels long to be illu- 
minated with, and ſpend glad ages in 
beholding : ſpring forth into my ſoul, and 
{carter the thick darkneſs there, that the 
brightneſs of thy love may ſhine and ſhed 
itſelf through every corner of my benight- 
ed heart. Give me thyſelf, O God, give 
me thy love in return, for that I love 
thee thou knoweſt; and if it be too little, 
Ideſire to love thee more ardently. I 


cannot make ſuch exact reckoning of my 


love, 
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love, as to know how much I fall ſhort 
of that attechon which I ought to have, 
that ſo my every action and dejire might 
carry me to thy embraces, iy to thy 
Tung and never ceaſe the purſuit ot my 

ord, till I be hid in the ſecret place of 
thy preſence. But tho' I cannot take a 
preciſe meaſure of my detects, and how 
much better I ought to be, yet this I 
know, and from my own experience can 


declare, that all Without, nay, all belides 


thee avails me nothing; all about, all 
within is deſolation and miſery ; whatever 
the tooliſh world calls plenty, is nothing; 
and all but my God is poverty, and the 
very extremity of want. 


For thou alone art that God, which 
cannot admit ot either diminution or in- 


creaſe ; to thee to live and to be happy is 


the ſame thing, who art happineſs itſelf. 
But thy creature, with whom thele things 
may be ſeparated, and who may either 
not live, or live and be unhappy, ought 
to aſcribe the whole benefit ot both lite 
and happineſs to thy ſole gitt and tavour. 
Hence it is that we ftand in continual 
need of thee, but thou haſt none ot us: ior, 
if we had no being at all, that would nor 
leſſen in any degree that happineſs, which 
is inteparable from thy Being; nay, is in- 

N deed 
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deed thy very Being. It is therefore ab- 
ſolutely necetlary tor us to cleave ſted faſt- 
ly to the Lord our God, that by thy con- 
tinual aſſiſtance we may be enabled to 
live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, in 
this preſent world. For this load of 
fleſh and frailty cumbers and drags us 
down, bur the gifts of thy Spirit are a 
happy counterpoize to this heavy clog. 
By theſe we feel the ſluggith maſs warm d 
and put into motion ; we riſe and mount 
upwards in heart and mind; we lin 
ſongs of degrees, and inflam'd with thy 
divine fire, burn with holy zeal and ſoar 
alotr ſucceſsfully. 

Burt whither is it that theſe flights 
would carry us? Even to the peace of Je- 
ruſalem; according to that of the Pſalmiſt, 
I was glad when they ſaid unto me, we 
will go into the houle of the Lord. There 
hath his goodneſs prepared a place for 
us, that the ſum oft all our withes and 
delires ſhould be to ſet up our reſt there 
for ever. For, in regard we are abſent 
from the Lord, during the time of our 
ſojourning in this tabernacle of the body, 
we have (it is maniſeſt) no continuing city 

Here, but are ſeeking one to come ; we 
lodge in a moveable tent, and are travel- 
lers and ſtrangers in a foreign land, but 
| we 
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we are free denizens of heaven, and our 
home, and all our privileges and proper- 
ties are there. I will therefore move 
under the conduct of thy grace; I will 
retire into the cloſet of my heart, and 
entertain my foul with ſongs of love to 
thee, my king and my God, with tender 
{ighs and groanings which cannot be ut- 
ter d, in the houle of my pilgrimage, 
which the contemplation of thy righ- 
teoul. eſs ſhall ſoften, while it is made the 
ſubject oi my joy and praiſe. 
nd can I think upon Jeruſalem with- 
out ſtretching torward all the detires of 
my ſoul to that region of bliſs ? ſeruſa- 
lem, the country, the common morher of 
us all; and thee my God, that reigneſt 
there in glory ; the light of that holy 
City, the father and detender, the gover- 
nour and the ſhepherd; the chaſte, but 
exquiſite delights that abound there; the 
ſubitantial joy, and all the unſpeakable 
felicities united in thee, who art the true, 
the ſupreme, the only felicity of thy peo- 
le. O let me nor, I beſeech thee, turn 
ack, or go out of the way, but proceed 
continually in my attections, till chou at 
lait bring my whole ſpirit, and ſoul, and 
body into the peacetul manſions, where 
my heart 1s N fixed: the firſt * 
2 © 
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of rhe ſpirit I already taſte, impart to me 
the whole lump, and ſatiate my ſoul with 
the joys which I now anticipate. Collect 
my ſcatter'd thoughts, and take oft rhe 
blemiſhes and deformities of my preſent 
frailties, till thou haſt wrought me up to 
a reſemblance of thy beauty, and eſta- 
bliſh'd me for ever in the glories of thy 
bleſſed preſence, O God ot my mercy. 


3 
The Soul's et Longings 
after future Happineſs. 


IKE as the hart panteth for the 

| water-brooks, ſo longeth my ſoul 
alter thee, O God. O fountain of living 
water, when ſhall I approach thee, who 
have travell'd through this dry, and de- 
ſolate wilderneſs, in which there is no 
Way; that my ſoul may be ſatisfied With 
the plenteouſneſs of thy mercy ? Behold, 
O Lord, I thirſt, thou art the well of 
lite, O quench my thirſt. Yea, after the 
living God do I thirſt; O ſuffer me to 
drink of thy pleaſures, and haften that 


day 


[ 105 J 


day of praiſe and thankſgiving ; that day 
which thou, O Lord, haſt made, that th 
ſervants may rejoyce and be glad in it. C 
glorious day! O everlaſting morning! 
whole ſun never declines, in which I 
ſhall hear that molt tranſporting ſentence, 
Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. Into 
that joy, where are things great and un- 
ſearchable, yea, marvellous things with- 
out number. A joy without concluſion, 
without interruption, without allay ; 
where we ſhall meet with all we can 
with, and reſt ſecure from all we can 
fear; free from the enemy's aſſaults, from 
the tempter's ſeducing inſinuations; full 
of ſecurity, and reſt, and peace, bleſſed 
with the raviſhing viſion of the Deity, 
tor ever; ſuch is the joy of thy Lord thy 
God. | 
O joy moſt exquiſite, moſt excellent, 
moſt comprehenſive; above which, in 
compariſon of which, beſide which, there 
is no joy. When thall I enter into thee, 
and behold my God that dwelleth in 
thee? What is it that detains me irom 
him whom my ſoul loveth? How long 
ſhall it be ſaid unto my eager heart, wait, 
Wait patiently ? And now, O Lord, what 
do I with and wait tor? Surely it 1s for 
thee, my Lord and Saviour Jetus Chriſt, 
N 3 who 
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who ſhall change our vile body, that it 
may be like unto thy glorious body. 
Surely it is for my Lord's coming to the 
marriage, that he may admit me into the 
bride chamber. Come quickly Lord, 
and do not tarry. Come, [ond Jeſus, in, 
and viſit us 1n peace and favour. Come 
and unlock our priſon doors, that thy re- 
leaſed may rejoice betore thee with a per- 
tect heart. Come thou deſire of all na- 
tions, ſhew the light of thy countenance 


and we ſhall be whole. Come, my light, 


my Redeemer, and ſet my ſoul at liberty, 
that I may give thanks unto thy holy 
name. How long muſt I continue to be 
toſſed upon the waves of this mortal lite, 
crying unto thee, O Lord, and thou 
heareit not? Bow down thine ear, I be- 
ſeech thee, and liſten when I call out of 
the deep, and bring me to the haven of 
everlaſting bliſs. | 

O happy ſouls, who are deliver'd from 
the perils of this ſea, and got fate ro 
ſhore; who have reach'd their native 
country, and exchang'd their priſon tor 
a palace! happy thoſe combatants, who 
have received that crown of glory, which 
they endur'd the fight of various afflic- 
tions to obtain, and are now tranſlated 


trom ſhort tribulations to endleſs tri- 
umphs ! 
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umphs! happy beyond all expreſſion, who 
have put off their load of trailty and 
ſuffering, who are in quiet pollethon of 
the glory which tadeth not away, and 
cloathed with majeſty and honour! O 
bleſſed ſtare, O kingdom everlaſting, 
where the ſouls of the ſaints are in peace 
and felicity, where eternal rejoicing is 
upon every head, and ſorrow and ſigh- 
ing flee away. Where the ſaints reign 
with thee their belov'd Lord, and deck 
themſelves with light as with a garment. 
O kingdom ever bleſſed, in which thou, 
Lord, the hope and crown ot all thy 
faithful ſervants, makeſt them glad with 
the joy of thy conntenance, and that 
peace which paſſeth all underſtanding. 
Their joy knows no bounds, their mirth 
no ſorrow, their health no pain, their 
light no intervals of darkneſs, their lite 
hath no death, their happineſs is univerſal, 
without the leaſt mixture of evil : their 
youth is ever treth and gay, their beauty 
always blooming, their love ever fervent, 
their pleaſures have no abatement. For 
thou, O God, art their all in all, their 
{ole, their chief, their pertect good. 
But the more we admire the happineſs 
of them who are exalted to this tecure 


and blitstul ſtate already, the greater 
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cauſe have we to bewail our own miſery, 
who are ſtill expos'd to all the ſtorms and 
ſhipwrack of a tempeſtuous and troubled 
ſea: tor we, alas! can only hope the beſt, 
but are not ſure that we thall ever make 
the port of everlaſting life and ſal vation. 
For our life is a ſtare of exile and capti- 
vity, our end unknown, our tate wrapped 
up in clouds of a dark futurity. We lie 
at the mercy of winds and wayes, and 
caſt many a weary and longing look, to 
the land of our hope and reſt. Bur, Q 
thou ſtay of our fouls, our refuge and 
ſtrength, Whole light, like the ſailor's 
ſtar, thines through the thick clouds that 
hang over our heads; ſteer, we beleech 


thee, this floating veliel with the helm of | 


thy crols, lett tne deep ſwallow us up. 
Draw us out ot thele ſurges to thyſelf 
our only comtort, whoin now our weep- 
ing eyes can but juit diſcern, ſtanding 
atar off, like the dawn ot the morning 
ſtar, to conduct and receive us to the 
with'd-tor regions of light: we are thy 
redeemed, and as ſuch cry unto thee ; 
captives indeed at preſegt, but ſuch as 
thou haſt ranſomed with thy moſt pre- 
cious blood. Hear us, O God ot our 
ſal vation, thou that art the hope of all 
the ends of the earth, and of them that 
remain 
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remain in the broad ſea. Thou ſtandeſt 
upon the ſhore, and ſeeſt our dangers, 
and how our veitel works in the ſtorm; 
O ſave us tor thy name's fake, and ſo 
direct our courle, that we may happily 
decline thoſe rocks on every tide, which 
ii we ttrike upon we are daſh'd to pieces. 
Thou knoweſt the value of our cargo, 
and the difficulries of the voyage. Save, 
Maſter, or we perith. 

This is our diſtreſſed condition at pre- 
ſent, but when thou hait brought us home 
to thyſelf, che fountain of wiſdom and 
Father ot lights, ſuch complaints and all 
occations tor them thall ceaſe. Then in 
thy light thall we ſee light; not ſuch as 
our corporeal eyes are now bleis'd with, 
but light unbodied, incorruptible, un- 
quenchable, uncreated, the inacceſſible, 
the true, the divine light, that Which en- 
lightens angels, and 1s the privilege and 
joy of ſaints, even the ſource of light 
and lite, even thee, my Lord and m 
God. For thou art the light, in whoſe 
light we thall ſee light, that is, behold 
thee and in thyſelt, and face to face. 
Which what elle can it import, but, as 
thy bleſſed apoſtle hath very juſtly ex- 
plained it, Knowing as we are known; 
being let into a diſtinct view and knows 

ledge 
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ledge of thy truth and glory? So that 
to lee thy face, is in effect to know the 
ower of the Father, the wiſdom of the 
n, the clemency and goodneſs of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and the myiterious adorable 
union of all Three in One undivided eſ- 
ſence. And thus to lee the living God, 
is the moſt exalted happineſs, the honour 
and reward of bleſſed ſpirits, the crown 
of glory and eternal bliſs, the beauty of 
ace, the paradile of God, the heavenly 
3 and that fulneſs of joy which 
no finite mind can comprehend. For 
this is the utmoſt bleſſedneſs of glorified 
man, to ſee him who made heaven and 
earth, the infinitely good Being, which 
created, and ſaved, and brought him to 
bliſs and glory with himſelf. This ſight 
conſiſts in a clear knowledge of him, in 
loving and admiring, in praiſing and poſ- 
ſeſſing him. For he is the inheritance of 
his people, even of the ſpirits whom he 
hath purchaſed of old. He is their por- 
tion, and the recompence of their hopes 
and holy labours. When therefore we 
ſhall ſee thee, the only, the true, the liv- 
ing, the almighty, infinite and incompre- 
henſible Father; and thy only begotten, 
conſubſtantial and co- eternal Son, whom 
thou ſenteſt into the world tor our ſalva- 
| tion, 
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tion, by the Power of the Holy Ghoſt; * 
when we ſhall ſee thoſe Three Perſons in 
the unity of that Spirit One only divine 
1 eſſence, beſides whom there is no God; 
then ſhall we actually poiteſs what we 
now ſollicitouſly labour after; even that 
| everlaſting lite and glory, which thoù haſt 
{ prepared for them that love thee, laid u 
| tor them that fear thee, and the portion of 

them that ſeek thy face continually. 


| eee 
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A concluding Prayer to the 
HOLI TRiNITY. 


Holy, bleſſed, and glorious Three, 

co- eternal and co-equal Perſons and 
One true God, Father, Son, and Holy 
| Ghoſt ; thou that alone inhabiteſt eterni- 
ty, and that light to which no mortal can 
approach; thou haſt founded the earth by 
thy power, and ruleſt all the kingdoms of 
it by thy wiſdom; Holy, Holy, Holy, 
Lord God of Sabaoth! ſtrong and terri- 
ble, mercitul and juit, worthy to be praiſ- 


ed, admired and loved above all things, 
by 


= = n 
A 1 a | 
C * af 4 
- _* = 
= 1 
3 
25 MN 
1 
F 


by every creature capable of paying thee 
this tribute; power, wiſdom and good- 


nieſs, One undivided Trinity, look down 


with pity, and give car to the calling of 
thy poor ſervant, who humbly begs ad- 
miſſion into the gates of righteouſneſs, 
that he may render due thanks to thy 
glorious name. I praiſe, and bleſs, and 
acknowledge Thee, both in heart and 
voice; even Thee, O Father, begotten of 
none ; 'Thee, O Son, the Only-begotten 
ot the Father; Thee, O Holy Ghoſt, e- 
ternal comforter : to this holy and undi- 
vided Trinity, be glory tor ever and 
ever. Amen. 


St. BERNARD'S JUBILEE on 
the Sacred Name of JESUS. 


oh BY. S, my mem'ry's ſweet employ, 
" 


Ev'n diſtant gives my heart true joy; 
t honey, nor all earth's delight, 
Regale like his obliging light. 


2 There's nothing can be ſung more ſweet, 
Nothing the ears more pleaſant greet, 
Nothing be ſweeter thought upon, 
Than JESUS, God's beloved Son. 

3 JESUS 


I'll throw me ar his foot of grace, 
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ESUS the penitent's good hope, 
jr's US che ſuppliant's in and ſcope: 


o thoſe that do bur ſeek, how kind? 
But what, O what to thoſe that find! 


4 JESUS, of hearts the ſweet delight, 
The fountain of their lite and light; 
Joy, that all other joys tranſcends, 

And ev'n beyond delire extends. 


5 Our ſtamm'ring tongues can never tell; 
Letters and words but vainly ſwell; 


Th'experienc'd can believe alone, 


What tis to love God's only Son. 


6 JESUS I ſeek when on my bed; 
The world ſhut out of heart and head; 


Private or 1 when I move, 
JESUS Ill feek with eager love. 


7 I'll run with Maxy by day-break, 

My JESUS in the tomb I'll ſeek ; 
With my hearr's love, complaint, and cry, 
With heart I'll ſeek, and not with eye. 


8 My tears ſhall on his tomb diſtil, 
My tighs and groans the concave fill; 


And there hold faſt with ſtrict embrace. 
9 JESU] of kings the wondrous king, 
Oer death and hell thy triumphs ring; 
In whom all grace and ſweets conſpire, 
For love's full object of deſire. 

ro Abide 
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© IS Abide with us, and ever, Lord, 
Humination true afford: | 
Then ſhall we this vain world deſpiſe, 
And heav'nly love victorious riſe. 
1 Thy grace exub'rant's underſtood, 
By characters of thy own blood: 
Where dying love, and clouded light, 
Reſtore us lite, and God's dear light. 


12 Then let all JESUS ſeek, and burn 
With heav'nly love, in love's return: 
Whilſt th' odour of his ointment draws, 
And his all-clement ſcepter awes. 


13 Ah! me, ſweet JESU, let meprove 
The force of thy ecſtatick love, 

Whole longing eyes are waiting thee 
Inthron'd in glory high to ſee. 


14 Tho' I'm unworthy thee to name, 

I cannot but thy praiſe proclaim; 
For boiling love oft makes us bold, 
Breaks way, and runs like molten gold. 


15 Thy love, thy felt, O JESU bleft, 
Is our true tood, and heav'nly teaſt, 
Where apperites nor cloy, nor tire, 


But fill'd of thee have freſh deſire. 


16 Thou art, when ſounding in our ears, 
The mulick of the heav'nly ſpheres. * ' 
I'th' mouth heav'ns virgin-honey art, 0 


And heav'nly nectar in the heart. 


11 


17 Ah! 


8 
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17 Ah! bleſs d expert of joys divine, 
Inebriate with the kingdom's wine, i 
So rapt, their JESUS to admire, "of 
That of all elſe they've loſt deſire. 


18 My ſoul each, moment thee requires, 
To eaſe my languors, quench my fires 
And ſtill what tranſport when I find, 
And thee in warm embraces bind ! = 


19 Now, now I ſee what I admire; 

My arms inlock my life's deſire: 

I'm held i'th' galleries of love, * 
Intranc'd in flames like theirs above! 


20 Tis paradiſial love deſcends, 
Heav'n's flame thro' all my vitals ſends, 
Pierces the center of my ſoul, 

And reigns in joy without controul. 


21 O bleſſed conflagration dear, 

Of hearr's conjunction in love's ſphere! 
O cool refreſhment, ſweet in one, 

To love, and love God's only Son! 

22 Fair virgin flow'r, of virgin bed, 
With lilly white, and roſy red, 

Grow in my heart, then praiſe ſhall riſe, 
Heav'n's beſt pertume and ſacrifice. 


23 JESU, than ſun more charming, calm, 6 
More odorous than Gilead's balm; © 
Sweet to my taſte, all ſweets above, 


To my eye lovelieſt of all love. 4 
24 Thou 
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25 Thou art my ſoul's ſupreme delight, 
zonſummate love's meridian height; 
My conqueſt, glory, Juzires, 
Salvation uni erlally. 


25 O come enlarge thy triumphs here, 
J&HO VA His right hand, conſort dear, 
And all thy enemies trod down, 

Come ſway thy ſcepter, wear thy crown. 
26 Hail prince of might ineſtable, 
Victorious over death and hell ; 


The fountain whence all graces riſe, 


And the ſun-fow'r of paradiſe. 


27 Je orders bright of heav'nly pow'rs, 
the everlaſting doors: 


Lift 
F the triumphant conqu'ror ling, 


Hail, JES U, of all kings the king! 

28 Thee all the angelick quires proclaim, 
And ſhout in thy imperial name; 

Who reigns in peace ſurpaſſing ſenſe; 
And bids love's ſabbath now commence. 


29 JESUS aſcends his Father's throne, 
The Godhead love pavilion; 
And dtter him my heart ſhall fly, 
CHRIST live in me, and no more I. 
2% © let us All reſound his praiſe, 

r cries and vows inceffant raiſe, 
That he may us the tavour deign, 
In this bleſt throne with him to reign. 


